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"Welcome to Cutlery Shoppe" 

Where the Best sells for Less 


Pacific Cutlery 

KuzariP Oda Tanto 

DESIGNED BY CUSTOM KNIFEMAKER KUZAN ODA 


COMBAT GRADE 

6" stainless blade 
Non-slip aluminum handle 
Integral guard 
Leather sheath 
Lifetime warranty 
#752 - polished blode 
* 753 - military finish 

$3495 

RETAIL $48.00 


PREMIUM GRADE 

6" stoinless blade 
Non-slip rubber handle 
Stainless guard 
Leather sheath 
Lifetime warranty 
#750 - polished blade 
#751 - military finish s 

$5495 / 

RETAIL $75.00 




Pacific Cutlery 
U.SJV/ PRODUCTION 

\u 



NEW from Pacific Cutlery, USA Production 
Baii-Songs with the same 4" blade length, 
heft and feel as the expensive Custom 
Series. 10-Year Warranty. 


Leatherman^ 

Pocket Survival Tool 7 



■ Needfenose Pliers 

■ Regular Pliers 

■ Wire Cutters 

■ Knife Blode 

■ Ruler 

■ Can/Bottle Opener 

■ Large Screwdriver 

■ Smoll Screwdriver 

■ Phillips Screwdriver 

■ File/Saw 

■ Awl Punch 




SSL* 1-800-231-1272 


Pacific Cutlery 

Combat Series 


FEROC-LANCE 

$ 84 « 

RETAIL $120.00 


TIMBA 

$ 87 « 

RETAIL $125.00 




6ft" stainless blades • 12" overall lengths 
Textured micaria handles * Military non-glare finish 
Lifetime warranty • Block nylon sheaths 
By special arrangement with Pacific Cutlery, the Timba is 
also available without sawfeeth 


Gerber 

BMF 

$ 119 95 


RETAIL $150.00 


Available with 
or without 
sawfeeth 


1/4" thick blade 
Full tang - 13%" overall 
Dupont Hypalon handle 
Cordura jump sheath 
Diamond sharpening stone 
Jeweled compass 



Bolt-Action' 
** Exchange Blade" 



2ft" Double-cut Saw 

\ y/t" Hunter 


3%" Skinner 




Geiber’s knife for all reasonsl Easily inter- 
changable stainless blades (.125" thickness). 
Bolt-Action’* lock, lightweight (3.4 oz. with 2 
blades, 4.5 oz. with 3 blades) and portable 
(7 W maximum open length, 4%" closed). 
The Included Ballislic Cloth sheaths ore de¬ 
signed to piggyback on the BMF sheath, 
creating the Ultimate Survival System. 

#7023 $34-°° 

Drop-point and. Saw blades; Retoils at $42.50 

#7024 $39. 50 

Drop-point Saw and Hunter blades; Retails 
at $49.50 

#7026 $43. 50 

Drop-point Saw and Skinner blades; Retails at 
$54.50 


SPYDERCO CLIP-ITS 


TM 


GERBER 


Worker, 2 5/8" clip pt. 

RETAIL 

$45.00 

OUR PRICE 

$36.00 

Guardian 

RETAIL 

$42.50 

OUR PRICE 

$34.00 

Mariner, 3 1/2" sheepsfoot 

$55.00 

$44.00 

Guardian Camo 

$49.50 

$39.50 

Hunter, 2 5/8" drop pt 

$45.00 

$36.00 

Guardian II Camo 

$69.50 

$55.50 

Executive, 2 1/8" drop pL 

$41.00 

$32.50 

Mark I 

$49.50 

$3950 

Standard, 2 5/8" skinning 

$30.00 

$24.00 

Mark II 

$59.50 

$47.50 

Police, 3 7/8" mod. dip pt. 

$66.00 

$52.50 

Command I 

$49.50 

$3950 

Order serrated or non-serrated, left or right hand use. 

Large selection of Gerber knives and accessories In stock. 


AL MAR, COLD STEEL, KERSHAW, SWISS ARMY, 
FUMA, BUCK, A1TOR AND A LARGE SELECTION OF 
CUSTOM BALI-SONGS ARE ALWAYS IN STOCK. 

Of *U tlCTtl 404 S. 8th St 

W Boise, ID 83702 

I 1-208 343-7640 

SHIPPING: S3 TO 48-STATES, $7 TO APOS, FPO’S, 
ALASKA AND HAWAII, $6 COD CHARGE. SEND SI 
FOR OUR SPECIAL KNIFE CATALOG ~ CATALOG IS 
FREE WO!! YOUR PURCHASE. 
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AFRICAN 

MERC 

COMBAT 

MANUAL 



THE 

HAKIM* 

\IM1 

Ashidu Kim% 
Training rump 

Anonymous 


MODERN BALLISTIC ARMOR 

Clothing, Bomb Blankets, Shields, Vehicle Protection ... 
Everything You Need to Know 
by Duncan Long 

Even with a MAC-10 tucked under your arm, an ever-vigilant bodyguard, or twenty years' 
experience in martial arts, you are still mortally vulnerable to attack. Though armor is not 
fail-safe and the “bullet-proof” vest is a mythical beast, modern ballistic armor is stronger 
and lighter than ever before since the advent of the Kevlar fiber. Modern Ballistic Armor 
details the myriad uses to which ballistic materials may be put, from bullet-resistant suits, 
vests, goggles and gloves, to armor for land vehicles and aircraft, shields for riot police and 
S.W.A.T. teams, and even rings and bomb-suppression blankets as utilized by bomb squads. 
With a list of manufacturers and dealers, this book is the only source you need to put ballistic 
armor to work for you! 5% x 8 V 2 , softcover, photos, ill us., 104 pp. $8.00 


AFRICAN MERC COMBAT 
MANUAL 

Whether operating a mere unit of his 
own or working with regular army 
forces, the military executive-for- 
hire will find what he needs to know 
here to stay alive in the African bush: 
pseudo-terrorist ops, ambushes, 
tracking, interrogation procedures, 
camouflage and much more. Em¬ 
ployment possibilities, needed doc¬ 
uments and international law and 
meres are covered. 0V5 x 11, soft- 
cover, illus., 208 pp. $15.00 

HOW TO GET ANYTHING ON ANYBODY 

by Lee Lapin 

Get the goods on others like they're getting the goods on 
you with this encyclopedia of advanced investigative and 
surveillance techniques. Called "possibly the most dan¬ 
gerous book,” this book tells how to get any info you want 
about whomever you want—and how they (including Big 
Bro) are getting into yourprivate info. Here are expert ways 
to secretly bug any target, over 100 sources for equipment 
and superspy systems, lockpick technology, how poly¬ 
graphs and voice lie detectors can be tricked, counter¬ 
measure equipment, and much, much more. Your peace of 
mind is worth the price of this book! 8 to x 11 , softcover, 
illus., 264 pp. $30.00 




THE MAKING OF A NINjA 
Ashida Kim’s Training Camp 

by Anonymous 

Enter the shadowy world of espion¬ 
age as taught since ancient times to 
the mystic warriors of the night. An 
anonymous agent takes you inside 
Kim’s camp to experiencethe training 
of select recruits. Leam techniquesof 
ambush, escape, evasion, cover, 
concealment, as well as all the nec¬ 
essary survival skills. 5% x 8 Vi, soft- 
cover, photos, illus., 184 pp. $10.00 


U.S. NAVY SEAL 
COMBAT MANUAL 



ASSAULT PISTOLS, RIFLES AND SUBMACHINE GUNS 

by Duncan Long 

Modern military, police and civilian combat weapons— 
both foreign and domestic—are detailed in this guide to 
assault nfles, submachine guns and the new “assault 
pistols.” Practical info on how to operate and field-strip 
these weapons, factory and aftermarket accessories, 
weapon specifications, and the ballistics for which they are 
chambered are provided. Sneak previews of new and 
experimental firearms and trends in small arms are in¬ 
cluded, as are troubleshooting procedures, ballistic tables 
for common rounds, and a list of firearms and accessories 
manufacturers and distributors. 8V? x 11, hardcover, photos, 
illus.. appendices, 152 pp. $19.95 


GET 

EVEN: 


v tta tea 

+ 2 " 


MONEY FOR NOTHING 
Rip-offs, Cons and Swindles 

by iVf. Allen Henderson 
Besieged as we are by the rip-off 
artist at every turn, how can we hope 
to avoid his so-called deals? Taken 
from the news media, the stories 
here—some amusing, some shock¬ 
ing—show the threads that run 
through every con. These scams 
have all befallen someone. Now see 
to it that they don’t happen to you. 
5% x 8 !/ 2 , hardcover, 200 pp. $14.95 

MAKE ’EM PAY 

Ultimate Revenge Techniques from 
the Master Trickster 
Want to see your enemies grovel at 
your feet? The meanest man in the 
world and author of the mfamousGet 
Even brings you the latest in dirty 
tricks, schemes, scams and stunts. 
Getting back at a landlord, politician, 
salesman, utility, restaurant, or 
supermarket is a cinch with over 130 
creatively nasty techniques. For 
entertainment only1 5% x 8 Vi, hard¬ 
cover. 224pp. $14.95 

U.S. NAVY SEAL 
COMBAT MANUAL 

One of the most rare FMs in the field 
of military collecting, with special 
emphasis on underwater demolition 
techniques and explosives. Equip¬ 
ment and tactics employed by this 
elite fighting force are covered, as 
are SEAL weapons, communica¬ 
tions, diving, infiltration and exfiltra¬ 
tion, survival, and more. 8 % x 11 , 
softcover, photos, illus,, 240 pp. 

$14.95 


GET EVEN: 

The Complete Book of Dirty Tricks 

A hilarious overview of the methods 
people use to get even with big busi¬ 
ness. government and enemies. 
More sophisticated and involved 
tricks are included, such as ones 
devised by CIA and Mafia members 
and political dirty tricksters. Over 80 
sections present dirty tricks ranging 
from the simple to the elaborate. 5to 
x 8 V 2 , hardcover. 192 pp. $14.95 


SOUTH AFRICAN 
ANTI-TERRORIST 
OPERATIONS 
MANUAL 


SOUTH AFRICAN 
ANTI-TERRORIST OPERATIONS 
MANUAL 

Field-tested in the harsh proving 
ground of the African bush by one of 
the world’s leading anti-terrorist 
forces, here is the basic reference 
and training guide of South African 
military units combating terroristsin 
South West Africa. From the routine 
to the unexpected, every aspect of 
ATOPS is covered in this compre¬ 
hensive manual. 8 % x 11 .softcover, 
illus., 248 pp. $15.00 

BALISONG: THE LETHAL ART OF 
FILIPINO KNIFE FIGHTING 

by Sid Campbell , Sonny Umpad 
and Gary Cagaana/i 

The blinding blurofthedeadlybalisong in motion. Its whirl¬ 
wind lethality can now be yours when you step on the path 
of the Filipino knife fighter. Three experts have now com¬ 
bined their knowledge of the balisong, martial arts and self- 
defense to take you step-by-step through the exacting train¬ 
ing Start with the basics of concealing, drawing, flipping 
and gripping the balisong and then proceed through the 
four mam phases of training tor balisong expertise, training 
techniques perfected in the Philippines for over 400 years 
5to x 8 to. softcover, 220 photos, glossary. 192 pp. $ 12.00 


UP YOURSt 

Advanced revenge techniques and 
original dirty tricks from the author 
of Get Even. Here are the meanest, 
nastiest pranks for snakelike sales¬ 
men, nagging relatives, nosey 
neighbors, and all those people you 
love to hate. Read Up Your*! and 
start getting even today! 5to x 8 to, 
hardcover, 220 pp. Si 4.95 


COMBAT AMMUNITION 
Everything You Need to Know 

by Duncan Long 

Go beyond the dealer's shelvesand make your own special 
types of ammo ammo that can't be found anywhere else! 
Combat Ammunition explains how to create multiple pro¬ 
jectile rounds, exploding bullets, safety slugs, armor- 
piercing bullets and tracers. Just as important, leam which 
bullet designs do not work in combat, whal bullets are best 
suited for particular situations and weapons, gnd how to 
safely increase the effectiveness of any caliber of weapon 
through careful ammunition selection. 8 to x 11 . hardcover, 
illus., photos, tables, charts, appendices, 136 pp. $19.95 



OTHER FASCINATING TITLES 


SURVIVAL POACHING 

$16.95 

FLIMFLAM MAN: HOW CON 


CONSULAR ANTI-FRAUD 


GAMES WORK 

$14.95 

HANDBOOK. 

$ 10.00 

THE COMBAT SHOTGUN AND 


BOUNTY HUNTER. 

DEAD CLIENTS DON’T 

S10.00 

SUBMACHINE GUN 

CAREERS IN SECRET 

$14.95 

RAY.. 

SPECIAL FORCES MEDICAL 

$10.00 

OPERATIONS 

AR-15/M16: A PRACTICAL 

.$ 8.95 

HANDBOOK.,. 

$14.95 

GUIDE 

$16.95 

5URVIVAL/FIGHTING 


SPECIAL FORCES OPERATIONAL 

KNIVES ... 

$14.00 

TECHNIQUES 

$14.95 

RAGNAR’S TEN BEST TRAPS 

$ 8.00 

COMBAT SKILLS OF THE 


1987 NINJA CALENDAR 

.$ 8.95 

FIGHTING SOLDIER 

$14.95 

1987 MILITARY HISTORY 


FIND THEM NOW!. 

S 7.00 

CALENDAR 

.$ 8.95 

NINJA MIND CONTROL 

$10.00 

COMBAT TRAINING OF THE 


SECRETS OF THE NINJA 

$16.95 

INDIVIDUAI SOLDIER 

. $15.00 

l HATE YOU!. 

S14.95 
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PALADIN PRESS • P.O. BOX 1307 • BOULDER, CO 80306 • (303) 443-7250 
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P.O. BOX 1307- LMK 
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Phone (303) 443-7250 




Call TOLL FREE for credit card orders: 
1-800-824-7888; Ask for Operator 4249. 
Alaska & Hawaii, 1-800-824-7919. SendSl 
for latest PALADIN CATALOG. Catalog 
free with order. 
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COMMAND 

GUIDANCE 

by Robert K. Brown 


O NE Issue never fails to get my 
attention: the courageous 
thousands who struggle alone 
against all odds in the fight for 
liberty. These are by definition no* 
ble people, those who sacrifice all 
to stand against tyranny. They need 
our help. The history of struggle for 
liberty in the United States de¬ 
mands it. 

Tyranny wears many disguises. 
But once unmasked, commu¬ 
nism’s brutal ugliness has inspired 
more and more people to fight hu¬ 
man oppression. As communism 
spread across Asia, into Africa and 
Latin America, so too have resis¬ 
tance movements risen to its ruth¬ 
less challenge. 

While Kremlin prox¬ 
ies never lack the in¬ 
struments of terror, 
the unsung cham¬ 
pions of human liberty 
often do without even 
basic necessities. But 
the Pentagon simply 
can’t help in every 
brushfire war. 

Thus private sector 
assistance like that 
from Soldier of For¬ 
tune has become all 
the more crucial. 

In the recent past, the CIA has 
usually been assigned by Uncle 
Sam to help anti-communist re¬ 
sistance movements. Unfortu¬ 
nately, their success rate is unim¬ 
pressive. Loyal allies in Vietnam, 
Cambodia and Laos were finally 
cast by the Agency into the grow¬ 
ing void. Then there was the 
botched attempt to stave off com¬ 
munism in Angola, Cuba’s Bay of 
Pigs, the embarrassment of the 
Allende assassination in Chile and 
now the frustrating fight to oust 
the Sandinistas in Nicaragua. 

Although CIA assistance to 
Nicaragua’s anti-communist rebels 
was limited in the last two years, 
the Agency has again assumed a 


leading role in that war. Based on 
their prior performance in Nicara¬ 
gua, however, there’s no reason to 
believe the CIA will improve on its 
past performances. 

As in Indochina, the CIA left no 
contingency plan to keep freedom 
fighters on the Nicaraguan warpath 
after the Agency pulled back the 
first time. Supply lines failed, 
equipment broke down and opera¬ 
tions ground to a virtual halt. The 
rebels have yet to come up with a 
plausible political plan to imple¬ 
ment if they ever win the war. 

The Agency insists that it can 
handle paramilitary training and 
political planning. Yet its record in 
Nicaragua is dismal. They had to 
recruit Latins from 
other countries to 
mine Nicaragua’s har¬ 
bors and fly many of 
the rebel aircraft. 

Much of the effi¬ 
ciency in small-unit 
ops finally acquired 
by the contras came, 
not from spooks, but 
from private-sector 
trainers. Might we 
not all be better off if 
the CIA stuck to 
gathering intelli¬ 
gence and left military training to 
military professionals? 

The plus side is that Nicaraguan 
freedom fighters have held on, in 
spite of CIA assistance rather than 
because of it. Certainly a key to 
their survival during the hiatus of 
U. S. support was private sector aid. 
Another glimmer of hope lies in the 
news that Special Forces trainers 
will be used. But as in El Salvador, 
their presence will be severely li¬ 
mited. 

So qualified private sector aid is 
vital. Not to fight, but to teach, to 
preserve hard won wisdom and put it 
to good use. Let us not again waste 
talent and dedication as in Vietnam, 
especially in our own backyard. ^ 
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M ia id 

RESCINDED... 

The Armed Services 
Graves Registration 
Office (ASGRO) 
officially rescinded the 
“positive identification” 
of Air Force Captain 
Thomas T. Hart III, 
table navigator aboard 
an AC-130 that crashed 
at Pakse, Laos, in 
December 1972. SOF 
detailed the Hart case in 
its July issue in an 
article titled “Missing in 
Action: Skeletons in 
Uncle Sam’s Closet” 
Mrs. Anne Hart 
challenged the “positive 
identification” of skeletal 
remains after they were 
examined by two 
independent forensic 
anthropologists. Both 
scientists said the bones 
could not be positively 
identified as her 
husband. She also 
obtained several 
intelligence documents 
indicating her husband 
survived the fiery crash 
of the Specter-17 
gunship. The results of 
SOF’s investigation into 
this and other MIA cases 
were turned over to the 
House Armed Services 
Subcommittee on 
Investigations and the 
Senate Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs. Their 
probes continue as 
ASGRO rescinded its 
identification of Hart. 
Watch future issues as 
the sad saga of 
government deceit on 
the POW/MIA issue 
continues to unravel in 
the pages of SOF. 


H onor 
roll. .. 

El Salvador/Nicaragua 
Defense Fund 
contributors: 

Murray L Schertzer, 
James H.F. Gunn, Philip 
W.W. Herzberg, 

G. Hunter, Mike McPike, 
Richard “Doc” Woolfe. 


BULLETIN 

BOARD 




Jeff Cooper and Robert K. Brown (left and center) 
discuss passage of the Volkmer-McClure Bill with 
U.S. Rep. Larry E. Craig (R-Id.). Cooper and Brown, 
both members of the National Rifle Association 
Board of Directors, were in New Orleans for the 
NRA annual convention. 


I NTEL 
UPDATE... 

Our readers will recall that last month SOF gave 
the world a glimpse of the Soviet PKPE-1, a new 
multiple grenade launcher designed to be used as 
an airborne weapons system. Well, we made a 
mistake. The system is not spring launched as we 
reported. Rather, it is blown out of the tube by a 
charge, much like a mortar. Experts who examined 
the PKPE-1 agreed that this new Soviet weapon 
was probably based on the Franco-German MW-1 
multipurpose aircraft weapons system which uses an 
explosive charge to fire the weapon. Upon further 
examination, SOF found that the PKPE-1 copied 
more than just the design of the MW-1 — it also 
copied the firing system. 



C HEVRON MAY 
LOSE DOD $$... 

The House Armed Services 
Committee has voted 
overwhelmingly to prohibit the 
Department of Defense from 
purchasing petroleum products from 
companies producing oil for 
Angola’s communist government. 
Howard Phillips, chairman of the 
Conservative Caucus, Inc., called the 
vote “a clear signal to U.S. 
corporations that American 
taxpayers ... will not be placed in 
the position of indirectly subsidizing 
the Soviet Union’s efforts to crush 
the pro-Western, anti-communist 
resistance of Dr. Jonas Savimbi and 
bring all of sub-Saharan Africa into 
the Soviet colonial empire.” Chief 
among these corporations profiting 
from the communist stranglehold on 
the Angolan people is Chevron-Gulf. 
Help end this injustice by boycotting 
Chevron-Gulf products and lending 
your support to: Gulf Out of 
Angola Project, The 
Conservative Caucus, Inc., 

Dept. SOF, 450 Maple Ave. 

East, Vienna, VA 22180. Write, 
or call (703)893-1550 for more 
information. 



Hac Ban Cam, center, interprets as 
U.S. journalist Rod Norberg 
interviews a communist “student” 
activist in Vientiane, Laos, in 1974. 
Hac, now 31, was captured by the 
communists on 19 December 1975, 
and spent most of the next 10 years 
at Phongsale in a prison camp 30 
miles south of the Chinese border. 
She escaped 1 July 1984, and 
walked 500 miles south into 
Thailand, where she was imprisoned 
again for not having papers. The 
story has a happy ending, however. 
One of her letters miraculously 
reached Norberg in the United 
States, and she was able to travel to 
Paris, where Norberg met her In 
mid-July. Stay tuned for more about 
this courageous lady. 
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TI\eWBdly Pully 

MILITARY SWEATER 

100% Pure Virgin Wool. 

Shoulder & Elbow Twill reinforcing 
Patches. Used by the Army, Marines, 

Air Force, Coast Guard, and many 
other demanding users. Made to 
rigorous U.S. and British 
specifications. Sizes 34 to 46 

The Original — Made in England. 

Only $49.95 ppd. 

Sizes 48 & 50 $52.95 

WP-200 Browrttone 

DERBY TWEED New for 1985! 

Handsome Green Heather and Brown Tweed 
look is great for the outdoors and casual wear. 

WP-21Q, Derby Tweed $49.95 Sizes: 36 to 46 

CAMO WOOLLY PULLY® 

Registered military style pattern for the adventurous. 

Great match up with military camo BDUs. 

WP-70, Camo Woolly Pully Sizes: 36 to 46 $49.95 ppd. 

Select from these styles & colors: 

CREW NECK SIZES 

WP-110. Olhre Or —n, USMC approved 5/77 32-50 

WP-115, Olive OrHn, w/apaulett 34-50 

WP-120, Nary Blue 32-50 

WP-127, Navy Blua, wfapaulata 36-46 

WP-130, RAF Blua/gray 32-50 

WP-170, Black 34-46 

WP-185, Sand (Tan) 34-46 

WP-200, Brown1on*-flag0-4ook 34-46 

WP-70. Camouflage 34-50 

RANGER BOONIE HATS 

Floppy Vietnam Style Hat 
with the Short Brim . Military Fabrics . 

Made to Mil-spec design. Sizes: 7, 7V4, 7V2, 7 3 U. 

VRH-2, OD Boonie . _ _ 

VRH-3, Black Boonie $11 -95 ppd. 

VRH-5, Navy Blue Boonie 
VRH-7, Woodland Camo Boonie 
VRH-8, Day/Desert Boonie 

BATTLE DRESS UTILITIES 
BRIGADE’S RIPSTOP 
COMBAT CLOTH™ 

Lightweight, rugged, and fully reinforced for the 
toughest conditions. Exclusive 65/35 RipStop 
Poplin. Made to Army patterns for the regular B n| 1 
but more comfortable in our all-climate Combat 
Coats: XS(1),S(2), M(3), L(4), XL(5). 

Trousers: XS(1), S(2), M{3), L(4), XL(5) Longs in 
S.M.Lonly. 

Colors: (1) Woodland Camo (2) SWAT Black (3) 

TAC-TEAM Navy Blue (4) Urban Smoke Gray 

BRC, Combat Cloth Coat $38.95 ppd. 

BRT, Combat Cloth Trousers $38.95 ppd. 


COMMANDO )UMP SHEATH 


TM 


V-NECK 

WP-121, Navy Blue w/apaulata 

WP-125, Navy Blue 

WP-131, USAF Blue wMapautata. 

WP-171, US Army Black, wi epaulet* ft patch 
WP-176, Black, US Naval Acadamy 
WP-180, Sand (Tan) 

WP-190, Paat Brown. US Ffah ft WildIHa Service 


Our Exclusive Sheath provides greater wear flexibility and 
protection for your trusty edged tools. Internally lined with 
flexible-plastic, covered with water-repellent, mil-spec 
packcloth. May be carried on regular belts. Clips not incl. 
Select for 5", 8", 12" and 18" blades. 

Colors: (l)Camouflage, (S)Black. 

CJS5( ), Commando Jump Sheath, 5” $9.95 
CJS8( ), Commando Jump Sheath, 8” $10.95 
CJS12( ), Commando Jump Sheath, 12” $12.95 
CJS18( ), Commando Jump Sheath, 18” $14.95 
ALC-150, 2 ALICE Attaching Clips 4-pack $2.95 

WORLDWIDE SURVIVAL TOOL 

The Survival 12" Machete is a perfect choice for all 
Outdoorsmen. Every soldier should own one. Chop, dig, 
skin, cut for survival or around the home. 

MCH312, Survival Machete 12”. $9.95 ppd. 


COMMANDO WATCHBAND 


Protects and conceals nighttime glow. Unique Velcro®doublelock 
band and crystal cover strap. Ideal for nightwork, hunting, and hard 
work. Measure wrist to nearest larger KU " mark for correct size. 

CB21 , Camo Watchband $5.95 ppd. 

Also available in OD & Black 
Type 8 nylon web Parachute Webbing . 

CB1 , Commando Watchband $5.50 ppd. 

Revolutionary design 
is multi-pocketed and 
is worn suspended 
around the neck. 

For ultra high security! Ideal for travelers, hikers, 
military personnel, children, and women. Holds 
currency, coins, keys, passport, travel 
documents, accessories. 

Closed Size: 5 3 U x 7 3 k". 

Colors: Camo, Olive Drab, Black, Navy, Tan. 

KEP-82, TrekSaf $12.95 ppd. 






Postpaid Shipping TOTAL ENCLOSED 



Send Check, Money Order or charge to Visa, Mastercard, Amex., 
or Diners Club. Foreign orders must request postage rates. 

Card #_Expires:_ 

Name__ 



Send FREE Catalogue of Basics for Life Products. Address 

Brigade Quartermasters, Ltd.— city— 

266 Roswell Street (60J), Marietta GA 30060 State — 

Charge Phone Orders to your Bankcard Call [404] 428-1234 


-Zip- 

Money Back Guarantee 


























It’s dark, the enemy is near. 

You need to spot him before he 
spots you. You have a Steiner 
7x50 Commander with built in 
compass and rangefinder; the 
world’s brightest and most 
advanced military binocular. 

You spot him, determine his 
direction and range him in. 

Mission accomplished. Time to 
move on! Built-in compass and 

mil. scale show direction 
and distance of your target. 

ntFn Pioneer Marketing & Research 

216 Haddon Ave. 
Westmont. NJ 08108 
(609) 854-2424 
TWX: 710-943-1341 Pioneer 


Steiner 7x50 Commander; 

ideal for all artillery and field applica¬ 
tions. Also available: 7x50G Military- 
Marine without compass, 10x50G 
Military-Marine for high power bright¬ 
ness. 6x30G and 8x30G compact mil¬ 
itary binoculars. Steiner is used by 
more than 40 military forces worldwide 
and meets all NATO and U.S. mil. 

specs. 


Inc. 


STEINER 

BINOCULARS 



Send_.copies x $5.00 - $_ 

Add shipping and handling $2.50 

Total enclosed $_ 

Name_ 

Add res s _ 

City/State/21 p„__ 

Allow 2 weeks for delivery 



GunoufUgt Sleeper With Hunting Cip 

Flame resistant 100% poly. Sizes: 
Biith-10 lbs, 3-6 mos, 9-12 mos, 12- 
18 mos, 18-24 mos, 2T, 3T. 

$26.95 (incl. cap) 


Just Like Daddy! 

Lightweight and durable camouflage designer wear for 
newborns to age 3. A loving gift for the best buddy youll ever have. 


TkiLond Camouflage Girts Camouflage 
Jumpsuit With Jumpsuit With CimoufUge 

Hunting Cap Hunting Cap Layette With 

Poly/rayon blend. Poly/rayon blend. Hunting Cap 

Sizes: 3-6 mos, 9-12 mos, Sizes: W mos, 9-12 mos, Flame resistant 100% 
18-24 mos, 2T, JT. 12-18 mos, 2T, 3T, poly, Size: Birth-10 lbs. 

S3L95 (ind op) «i95(ind.ap) $24.95 (incl. cap) 

ORDER TOLL-FREE, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 1-80W53-1900; 
Visa, MasterCard, American Express. Add S3 for fust outfit and $1.50 
each additional for shipping and handling. For Texas delivery, add state 
and local sales tax. Send for free brochure. MADE IN USA. TM 
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED. ^ 

Daddy’s Pride, 3317 Montrose Blvd. ! 

Suite 300, Dept SFI06, Houston, TX 77006. T* 1 



SOF apologizes to combat artist 
Keith Ferris for neglecting to credit 
his fine work, “Forget Me Not,” 
which was used to illustrate SOF’s 
recent article about the Army’s 
Central Identificatipn Laboratory In 
Hawaii (See SOF, July 1986, page 
33.) Many readers wrote requesting 
Information on how to obtain a print 
of “Forget Me Not.* The limited 
edition 19x28-lnch print sells for 
$100 each. A portion of the funds 
from this print goes into a 
scholarship fund to provide 
educational benefits to the children 
of fighter pilots who lost their lives 
In Vietnam. Make checks payable 
to: Red River Valley Fighter Pilots’ 
Association, do Keith Ferris 
Galleries, 50 Moraine Rd., Morris 
Plains, NJ 07950. 



SOF staff member John Metzger 
does his dead-eye best at the 
Boulder Rifle Club In a recent 
combat pistol match sponsored by 
the International Practical Shooters 
Confederation. Metzger did well In 
the B Class, second only to Fritz 
Borchardt, who led the Soldier of 
Fortune shooting team and the 
entire field In his class. Additional 
congratulations are In order for 
Fritz, who won a slot to the 1PSC 
Nationals In Dallas. 


V IETNAM VET 
SAVES BABY... 

Uncommon valor and 
determination were displayed by 
James Patridge, a 38-year-old 
Vietnam veteran living in the 
Chicago area. A one-year-old girl fell 
into a family pool and was pulled 


Continued on page 98 
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MAKE MONEY! HAVE FUN 
TOO! Start Right Now! No 
Previous Experience Necessary. 


GUN REPAIR, BALLISTICS, SHOOTING 
SKILLS, REVEALED TO YOU BY EXPERTS 


LEARN AT HOME IN SPARE TIME 

rGUN"P* 0s 
HOW TO 


no IT guide vou tvun- 

D STEP OF THE WAY. 

You'll see how to take apart and repair almost every 
well-known rifle, shotgun, pistol and automatic. We 
take the mystery out of ballistics. Show you how to 
smooth up actions, fit and repair stocks, rechoke 

S shotguns, customize handguns. Includes 
bedding techniques, stock inletting, fitting 
: drop and pitch. Learn what the experts know 
about reloading. Special section on black 
powder guns. How to buy and sell new and 
used guns for profits. 

As a “Gun Pro" trainee at North American 

WE SHOW YOU HOW TO APPLY FOR A FEDERA1 FBtEARMS LICENSE 

If you qualify otherwise, you may you can begin making extra cash almost /Ybiirn, 
obtain a Federal License to buy and sell immediately—ordering guns for others / V, 
guns, ammunition and accessories with- on a cost-plus basis* It also helps you get / nOffte 
out inventory. ..while you are still a stu- started toward a business of your own... if / P /Kl - 
dent at North American. This means that is what you want after you graduate. L u *inBS! 


TOP 

WHAT 


GUNS ARE BIG BUSINESS. Gun 


repairs, custom ammo-making, 
sporterizing, custom stocking, sales—all are profit opportuni¬ 
ties for the expert. Now, at home in spare time, you can 
learn the basics you need to become that expert. We do not 
know how many of our graduates have started their own gun 
shops, but we have letters on file from some who have. 
jP \ Ana we’ll send you the results of a survey showing 
* \ employment success of our graduates. You get it 

v- 1 all! How to buy and sell guns 


Everything Explained in 
Easy-to-Understand Language 
so Even a Beginner Can Follow 

Explanations include photos, diagrams, 
drawings and charts. We send you all the 
tools you need so you actually learn by doing 
as you follow the lessons. You receive catalogs, 
bargain bulletins, requirements for Federal a 
Firearms License. dm 


„ i... customize, repair and 

accurize them...fit and finish stocks...do hand¬ 
loading... zero-in scopes...understand ballistics 
...restore antique firearms...use black powder 
weapons...import guns...adjust chokes...and 
more. Because you study at home, you can gradu¬ 
ate in months...or take up to two years. Your 
handsome Diploma will proclaim you as a “GUN 
PRO” when you proudly display it in your own 
shop or at work. _ 

_^ FIRST FOLD HERE 


SPECIAL 
TOOLS AND 
EQUIPMENT INCLUDED 


You get precision gauges, fine 
gunsmith’s screwdrivers, honing 
stones, checkering tools, 
pr plus much, much more. 


FIRST FOLD HERE 


NO POSTAGE NECESSARY when you 
mail this ENTIRE Postage-Paid ad 


To Mail—Fold ad in following manner 

t. Remove entire page— 3. Fold \ 

tear or cut on dotted line 2nd fc 

to left 4. Tape < 

l 2. Fold page in half on sides £ 

\\ 1st fold lines mail b 


Gives you e good start toward going into your 
own business or applying lor a Job in a 
gunahop. 


RE-LOADING 


SPORTERIZING 


CHECKERING 


1 144 Bush hure art ''wo*l 

I 

S tSSstfS* 

Li SS.W __, 

|d GUN SALES 

§ MEAN PROFITS FOR REPAIRMEN 

< There are more than 20 million hunters plus ^ ==== ===^=JJ 

£ more millions of target shooters, gun collectors and 
O owners in the U.S. 


CUSTOM AMMO | GUN REPAIR 


Address. 


North American School of Firearms, Dept. RS096 

925 Oak Street, Scranton, PA 18508 
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EDWARD JABLONSKI 



A PICTORIAL HISTORY 


YEARS 




• Experience the war as never before through 
400 original-source photographs and maps. 
Many never previously published! 

• Be there at Tobruk, Midway, Stalingrad, 
Normandy, the Bulge, Iwo Jima and all the 
great battles of land, sea and air. 


• Witness world leaders in public and private, 
as they decide the fate of millions. 

• Examine charts and 
diagrams of aircraft 
and armaments. See 
the big picture of 
WWII with special 
strategy maps! 




A PtCTOflUt HISTORY OF SPOOKY 
By tarry Da rts 


THE 

EYEWITNESS 

HISTORY 

OFTHE * . 

VIETNAM WAR 


• 1981-1376 


0034 Spec. ed. 1057 519.95 +2337 $10.95 0885 $20.00 +0869 $12.95 1065 $17.95 


+0422 $9.95 


feet? f 




,VI tlittidnuil AtuhoJofy 
(nxoihcl^mji Mudi 
iinAtg*wn»WM 


ANY BURDEN 


iATTU 


★0471 $13.95 1024 $15.95 1388 $18.95 1735 Spec. ed. 0794 $19.95 2030 $14.95 1743 $18.95 0901 $17.95 2261 $18.95 *0752 Spec. ed. 
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SECOND 
WORLD WAR 


§twa«ite£ 
ijuk t ambuo* 
RTmuwAH 


RED FLAG 


ARDENNES 

ttreSECBETW** 


ONCEA 


.TERRORISTS 




WARRIOR 


(X VnOtfotrln 

\ klltil ll 


■&__ DAVID 
DONOVAN 


STEPHEN LAMBROSt 


i smiM. ninrt> 


AFRICAN ErtPtRl 
EDWtHBHOTT 


CumffiRAl I\TION 


COMMANDOS 
AND RjkNGfrKS 


tSoft cover * Explicit sex, violence and/or language. 


FMilitary Book Club® 

I Dept. BS-373, Garden City, NY 11535 

* YfiS nleasp ament mu memharchin anntiratfnn 


WITH MEMBERSHIP 


Here's how the Club Plan works: You’ll get 3 books tor only 98? plus shipping and handling and your FREE BOOK and FREE 
WW1I MAPS—when accepted as a member. We reserve the right to reject any application. However, once accepted, if you 
are not completely satisfied with your introductory books, return them within 10 days at our 
expense. Your membership will be cancelled and you will owe nothing. The FREE BOOK and 
FREE MAPS are yours to keep in any case. 

Huge selection: As a Club member, you’ll have over 350 titles to choose from—a tremen- 'SjF 
dous variety of the very best military books in print. Many feature rarely seen photos, illustra- fa % 
tions and maps. Many books are difficult to find anywhere else. | 

How you save money: The Club offers its own complete hardbound editions (sometimes w 
altered in size to fit special presses). Club editions save you up to 30% off publishers’ S 

hardcover edition prices. A shipping and handling charge is added to each shipment. 

Club magazine: About every 4 weeks (14 times a year) you’ll receive the free Club magazine 
describing coming Selection(s) and Alternates. In addition, up to 4 times a year, you may receive offers of 
special Selections, always at discounts off publishers’ prices. If you want the featured Selection(s), do 
nothing—shipment will be made automatically. If you prefer art Alternate—or no book at all—indicate this on 
the order form and return it by the date specified. You’ll have at least 10 days to decide. If you have less 
than 10 days, and you receive an unwanted Selection, you may return it at our expense and owe nothing. 

The choice Is always yours: Your only obligation is to take just 4 books at regular low Club prices during the 
next 2 years. You may resign anytime after purchasing your 4 books, or continue to enjoy Club membership with membership 
for as long as you like. 


Yes, please accept my membership application and send me the 3 books 
marked in the boxes below plus my FREE BOOK and FREE WWII MAPS. 8ill 
me only 98C plus shipping and handling for the 3 books. I agree to the Club 
plan presented in this ad, and understand that I need buy just 4 more books 
at regular low Club prices anytime I want during the next 2 years. 

No-risk guarantee: If not delighted after examining my 3 selections, I 
may return the books within 10 days at Club expense. My membership will 
be cancelled and I will owe nothing. No matter what I decide, I may keep my 
FREE BOOK and FREE MAPS. 


Note: If you already own A Pictorial History of the World War II Years, please 
choose another title for your FREE BOOK. 

Mrs._ 

Ms. 

Address 


TWO 

FULL-COLOR 
24% " x 19" 
WWII MAPS 


(please print) 


City_State_Zip_ 

If under 18, parent must sign. ____ 

Members accepted in U.S.A. and Canada only. Canadian members serviced 
from Canada where offer is slightly different._70-M042 


Club editions save you up to 30% off publishers’ list prices quoted above. 
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M ove over, 

BOULDER... 

Sirs: 

I read with great 
interest SOF’s series on 
the so-called peace 
movement (“Terror in 
Boulder,” April ’86 and 
“Peace Frauds,” May 
’86). But the college 
town of Ann Arbor, 
Michigan, has just 
passed an ordinance 
opposing our foreign 
policy in Nicaragua. 

Like Boulder, they also 
have a sister city in 
Nicaragua. They even 
plan to host Sandinista 
officials. So move over, 
Boulder, yours isn’t the 
only circus in town. 

M.R. Sinicki 
Saginaw, 
Michigan 

After sitting through a 
presentation on 
Nicaragua by a 
self-proclaimed socialist 
here at Cal State 
University, Fullerton, I 
am finally compelled to 
send money to the 
freedom fighters in 
Nicaragua. 1 learned that 
the Sandinistas were 
wonderful, there are no 
terrorists in Libya or 
Managua, and that 
Jonas Savimbi is the 
Antichrist. However, I 
was encouraged by the 
fact that only two 
students were in 
attendance, myself and 
another pro-contra 
student. The rest must 
have come down from 
Berkeley. 

Sean Robinson 
Fullerton, 
California 

According to the 11 
May 1986 Rocky 
Mountain News, “Many 
political activists in the 
thick of the recent 
demonstrations at the 
University of Colorado 
are not students at the 
school police and court 
records show.” Well 
bet the same thing is 
true in California. 



WAULING ON 

wmrccowws 

MSRCMSYOW 

BlffifGMNST 

WEST. 



m...ww£Yoij 

GoTTO SWAM THE „ 

SOVIETS W AJGHANI&TAN? 
toUIICM. PRISONERS 
IN CUBA?GENOCIDE 
IN ETHIOPIA? 
VIETNAM? 
KAMPUCHEA-? 


L IBYA’S TERROR 
NETWORK... 

Sirs: 

As an adjunct instuctor who teaches international 
terrorism at a good-sized university, as well as being 
a terrorism consultant, I wish to heartily compliment 
SOF and the reporters who contributed to the 
August 1986 Libya Special. The data presented on 
both Khadaffi and Jalloud was extremely accurate 
and to the point. 

Lawrence J. Martines 
Flagstaff, Arizona 

Governments, as with people, can be known by 
their friends. The ties between rulers of Nicaragua 
and Libya were reaffirmed when Nicaraguan 
President Daniel Ortega communicated with Libya’s 
Muammar Khadaffi. “My brother, given the brutal 
terrorist action launched by the U.S. government 
against the people of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriyah, 

I wish to send sentiments and solidarity from the 
FSLN National Directorate and the Nicaraguan 
people and government...” 

We must protect the peace and security of this 
hemisphere. 

D.L. Jones 
Norfolk, Virginia 



K eeping the 

MIA ISSUE ALIVE... 

Sirs: 

I commend Jim Pate for his 
accurate and courageous expose of 
the Central Identification Laboratory 
in Hawaii (“Missing in Action: 
Skeletons in Uncle Sam’s Closet,” 
SOF, July ’86). Those of us who 
suffered unnecessary pain because 
of the spurious identifications hope 
that the CIL procedures will be more 
closely monitored and staffed by 
qualified anthropologists. 

I resent our government’s “killing” 
my husband, Major Hugh M. 
Fanning. We have proven, thanks to 
the efforts of doctors Michael 
Chamey and Clyde Snow, that 
Hugh’s purported remains cannot be 
biologically identified. We have also 
proven, thanks to John Rogers, 
member of the ASGRO board 
(Armed Services Graves Registration 
Office), that no documentation was 
provided by the Vietnamese 
concerning the recovery of Hugh’s 
remains. They were simply a 
left-over set after Hugh’s 
bombardier-navigator’s remains were 
biologically identified. Intelligence 
reports (which were never shared 
with me the 17 years during which 
he was unaccounted for) state that 
one man died in the crash while the 
other was taken captive. 

I hope your readers feel as I do — 
that we have given our do-nothing 
government officials long enough to 
solve this problem. We’ll make 
greater progress if we ask our 
senators and congressmen to 
support concurrent Resolution 129, 
sponsored by Bill Hendon of North 
Carolina which asks that an 
independent commission be 
established to examine the 
live-sighting reports and determine a 
plan of action. 

Kathryn Fanning, 

Wife of Major Hugh M. 

Fanning, USMC, 

Lost 31 October 1967, 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

An excellent hit on CIL-HI. I 
called Betty Bartels, a regional 
coordinator for the National League 
of Families and informed her of Mr. 
Pate’s rundown on the Army 
coverup. She said she would pick up 
a copy. 

Not until the last American POW 
is returned home to American soil 
will the lady called Liberty stand for 
freedom. Support the National 
League of Families, 1608 K. Street 

Continued on page 101 
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Presenting 





Announcing 


THE BOOT CAMP COMMEMORATIVE KABARS 


.... 




Two Limited kditnm Ka/fars, honoring 
Turns Island and San Diego Recruit Training 


Case Size: 

15 ” x r x r 


You went into Boot 
Camp a boy. You 
reached deep down 
inside yourself to 
find the guts to 
endure. You came 
out a man , . . 


W hen the American cause is threatened, the order 
goes out, "Send in the Marines!" To forge our 
boys into Leathernecks the Corps uses a hammer 
and anvil it calls Boot Camp. America owes much to it. 

Now, to honor Boot Camp and the men who are the 
"First to Fight", The American Historical Foundation and 
Ka-Bar Knives are proud to bring you the Boot Camp 
Commemorative Ka-Bars—one for Parris Island and one 
for San Diego Recruit Training. But only 2,500 of each are 
being made. 

If you or a family member made the grade in Boot 
Camp, this is a trophy of that important passage to 
manhood. 

For Collectors, important qualities make these 
knives valuable centerpieces of any collection. The edi¬ 
tion limit is low—only 2,500 of each, individually serially 
numbered—and each is a real battleworthy Ka-Bar made 
by the original maker of America's most famous fighting/ 
utility knne. 

Patriotic Americans who proudly salute the U.S. 
Marine Corps—and those who shared the challenge of 
Boot Camp or Basic Training in the other services—will 
also quickly reserve these museum-quality knives. 

Memories—In 24-Karat Gold 

Everytime you glance at the blade, memories will 
flood back of the 45-second haircut. . . P.T. . . mess duty 
. . . guard duty . . . rifle range .. . hand grenades . . . 
pugil sticks. These activities, and others, are forever 
captured in glistening 24-karat gold banners across the 
gleaming, black blade. 

The DPs "Smokey Bear 7 ' hat and the insignia of the 
CO and DI are there, too, in 24-karat gold, Song with 
their crossed swords. 

If you wish, we can personalize your Ka-Bar by 
engraving your name, serial number and other infor¬ 
mation, such as platoon and training dates, on the blade 
reverse. 

A Genuine Ka-Bar Collector’s Item 

Yes, each is a genuine, battleworthy Ka-Bar, made by 
Ka-Bar Knives, the company that made the originals for 
the Corps in World War fl. Being a genuine Ka-Bar 


guarantees its value. Being a special, Limited Edition 
Ka-Bar assures its collector interest. 

Only one out of every few thousand Marines who 
graduated from Boot Camp and Collectors can own one, 
as only 2500 of each are being made. So each will become 
a valuable collectors Item. 

Each is issued exclusively by The American Histori¬ 
cal Foundation, with active-duty, retired and prior- 
service military men as Members in 29 countries around 
the world. The Foundation's serial number registry sys¬ 
tem guarantees the strict edition limit, which further 
assures the collector value. Each is engraved with the 
serial number on the blade and accompanied by a Certifi¬ 
cate of Authenticity. 

Marines and Collectors who reserve both Ka-Bars 
will receive matching serial numbers, if they act in time. 

Serial No. 1 to Parris Island 
and San Diego 

Serial No. 1 of each Boot Camp Ka-Bar has been 
presented by the Foundation to the Commanding Gen¬ 
eral at Parris Island and San Diego Recruit Training 
Depots, respectively, for permanent display to honor the 
men who are forged into Marines through Boot Camp. 

The custom bladesmiths at Ka-Bar Knives are hand¬ 
picking only the finest blades for these commemoratives. 


San Diego RecniU Training Commemorative Ka-Bar 
Each battleworthy blade is mirror polished through many 
steps—and finally by hand. Only after passing inspec¬ 
tion by the Chief Knifesmith's critical eye is it ready for 
selective plating with genuine 24-karat gold. From this 
point, each blade is handled with gloves, as the 24-karat 
gold plated, highly-collectible, straight-pattern cross- 
guard is fitted in place. 

The genuine cowhide leather grip is carefully 
pressed into place, hand fitted, hand polished and hand 
waxed for lasting beauty. Then the knifesmith insets the 
Marine Corps scarlet-and-gold, fired-enamel medallion 
into the presentation face of the grip. 

Next, the Ka-Bar craftsman affixes the 24-karat gold 
plated butt, a special three-rib design created just for this 
edition to further enhance the beauty and collector value. 
Finally, the Chief Knifesmith sights down the blade and 
inspects this special Ka-Bar in ail particulars. When it 
passes, it is serially numbered on the blade reverse and 
matched up with its numbered Certificate of Authentic¬ 
ity, ready to be delivered to you. 


Display Case Available 

A furniture finished hardwood case is also available 
so you can proudly display your trophy on a desk , shell or 
wall. With an acrylic glass lid, it makes each Ka-Bar a 
visible symbol of your pride in the U.S, Marine Cor] 
and protects the knife from dust and unauthor 
handling. 

How to Reserve; 
Satisfaction Guaranteed 

You may easily place your reservation with a small 
deposit, and credit cards ore accepted. Use the reservation 
on this page or call toll free, 1-800-368-8080. With your 
reservation, you will also be made a Member or the 
Foundation and periodically receive interesting, 
military-history information. 

Satisfaction is guaranteed, and there are no shipping 
charges. 

Other commemorative Ka-Bars have been quickly 
sold out and have increased in value as collectibles. Take 
prompt action now, while this important opportunity is 
briefly available. Turn back the clock. Gooabye youth. 
Hello manhood. 


RESERVATION 

Satisfaction guaranteed or return in 30 Days for Full Refund 
To: The American Historical Foundation 
1142 West Grace Street, Dept. B113 
Richmond, Virginia 23220 
Telephone: (804) 353-1812 
24-hour toll free reservations: (800) 368-8080 

Yes, I wish to reserve a custom made, United Edition Com¬ 
memorative Ka-Bar selectively plated with 24-karat gold and 
engraved with the serial number on the blade and accompanied 
by a Certificate of Authenticity. 

□ Parris Island Boot Camp Commemorative 

□ San Diego Boot Camp Commemorative 

□ My deposit (or credit card authorization) for $45 is enclosed. 
I wish to pay (or have charged to my credit card) the balance 
due . . . 

□ in two monthly payments of $75 each. 

□ in full. 

□ My payment in full (or credit card authorization) for $195 per 
Ka-Bar is enclosed. 

□ I wish to reserve the optional display case with sliding acrylic 
glass lid at $29, 

□ Also, please send the Engraving Form so my knife can be 
personalized, at $20 per Ka-Bar for this service. 

Name....... 

Address..... 

For VISA, MasterCard or American Express, please aend account 
number, expiration date and signature. Virginia resident* add tax. 





















Tomahawk ... Images of wild In- 

dians bent on scalping everyone in 
sight. The tomahawk — a cave man 
weapon in its crudest forms — was 
used by the first inhabitants of this 
country, and.later by some of the white 
men who drove the Native Americans 
from their land. But despite the roman¬ 
tic notions of “the noble savage” and 
his stereotypic weapon, the toma¬ 
hawk’s use as a weapon was limited. 

The tomahawk’s reputation as a 
weapon is largely undeserved, one 
that began to develop in pulp novels of 
the 18th and 19th centuries, a sensa¬ 
tional myth later carried over into early 
Hollywood westerns. A tomahawk will 
chop with limited effectiveness. And 
for all you Fess Parker fans, don’t go 
out and burn your coon skin caps. Yes, 
you can throw a tomahawk and stick it 
in a target. 

These aren’t necessarily good 
criteria for an edged weapon, though. 
So it would be useful to examine the 
tomahawk, what it is and what it isn’t. 

The tomahawk is a primitive 
weapon. The inhabitants of North 
America lived in a stone age culture 
until Europeans spread the use of iron 
and steel tools across the continent 
Metal tomahawks were an immediate 
success as a trade item. The efficiency 
of metal tools over stone implements 
greatly impressed the Indians. 

/ndians adopted the tomahawk as a 
weapon not so much for reasons of 
martial efficiency, but more because of 
their personal beliefs about battlefield 
honor. The swaggering machismo of 
today’s Rambo-mania would be no¬ 
thing new to the Indian warrior. Prov¬ 
ing courage and honor governed every 
aspect of his daily life, including the 
way he fought his enemies. The great¬ 
er his risk, the greater his honor. Killing 
an enemy with a tomahawk put a war¬ 
rior at greater risk than killing from a 
distance with an arrow. Killing the 
enemy was not as important as the 
style with which the battle was fought. 
If the warrior could bring disgrace on 
his adversary in the process, so much 
the better. 

It was considered dishonorable to let 
an enemy touch you with his hand or 
something in his hand. Touching the 
enemy and escaping unscathed was 
called “counting coup.” Scalps were 
visible evidence of touching the 
enemy, a symbol of honor and cour¬ 
age for the tribe and the individual, one 
of disgrace for the vanquished enemy. 
Because the white man killed at a dis¬ 
tance with a rifle, he had no honor in 
war in the eyes of the Indian. 

The palefaces weren’t interested in 
putting themselves at greater risk. But 
all early explorers and many later ones 
carried muzzle-loaders that were 
cumbersome and slow to reload. Car- 



BATTLE 

BLADES 

by Bill Bagwell 


Tomahawk Tradition: 
Good for Counting Coup 



Despite its romantic reputation as a 
popular weapon from the days of 
mountain men and wild Indians, the 
tomahawk should not be used as 
your primary-edged weapon. But 
they are fun, useful and inexpensive. 
Photo courtesy Atlanta Cutlery 

rying a tomahawk at least put them on 
a parity basis with the Indian in hand- 
to-hand fighting. The sword was clum¬ 
sy to carry and unwieldy when fighting 
in close quarters. Rogers’ Rangers 
chose the tomahawk over the sword in 
the French and Indian War because of 
its inherent advantage as a close- 
quarter weapon. The tomahawk later 
would see very limited use as a 
weapon in World War I trenches and 
among commandos in World War II 
and Vietnam. (See “Vietnam Toma¬ 
hawk: Hatchet Teams’ Ultimate Acces¬ 
sory,” SOF, November 1985). 

Europeans favored the tomahawk 
as a trade item because the demand by 
Indians made it profitable. It was a 
crude implement tha t could be cheaply 
made by moderately skilled labor, but 
traded for valuable animal furs. Typi¬ 
cally it was traded without a handle, 
making transport easier. It served as a 
conventional tool to white settlers, or 
as a weapon to the Indian, who would 
“customize” it with his own magic and 
highly decorative handle. 

Early mountain men chose the I 


tomahawk as a backup weapon to 
their long rifles. But it soon was re¬ 
placed by the bowie knife, which not 
only served as a good chopping 
weapon, but also was effective for 
slashing and stabbing, as well as hav¬ 
ing a backstroke capability. The bowie 
soon was replaced by the revolver as 
the backup-of-choice. 

The tomahawk’s biggest advantage 
today — possibly aside from psyching 
out an opponent who no doubt will 
wonder what kind of Neanderthal, 
knuckle-dragging bad-ass fights with a 
small ax — is its entertainment value. 
Plainly put, they are fun to throw. 
Mountain man rendezvous and black 
powder competitions often have toma¬ 
hawk throwing as a sideshow attrac¬ 
tion. There is something particularly 
satisfying about hurling a tomahawk to 
bury itself with a resounding thud in a 
board or log. The more serious practi¬ 
tioners like to spice the pot. Throw the 
’hawk and make it stick in a playing 
card? You bet. Or call your shot: han¬ 
dle up, handle down, or handle side¬ 
ways. 

While throwing the tomahawk has 
an inherent entertainment value, 
forget about it in combat It’s extremely 
difficult to throw with consistent 
accuracy when you’ve paced off the 
distance to a stationary target. If the 

Continued on page 79 
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A. Micro adjustable 
sights for 
elevation and 
windage 

B. 25 shot pellet tube 

C. All steel rifled 
barrel 


D. Positive safety 

E. Pistol grip 

F. Military sling 

G. Retractable stock 

H. Camouflage 
forearm and grip 


• Shoots .177 pellets 

• Single stroke cocking 

• European design 

• One year warranty 

• Satisfaction guaranteed 


TOLL FREE 


This is a serious, highly accurate, powerful air rifle - 
not a toy, and may only be purchased by adults. 

i order by maik use coupon or separate sheet Mail 
payment or credit card information with expiration 
date, card number and signature. You must be 18 
years or osder to .order. 

AIR SHOT CORPORATION 

R 0. BOX 430043, SOUTH MIAMI FL 33243 


AIR SHOT CORPORATION 

P.O. BOX 430043, SOUTH MIAMI, FL 33243 

Please send me_air shot survival carbine(s) @ $59.95 each. 

Also includes 100 pellets and 20 targets. 

Florida residents add 5% sales tax. 

Ordering in the continental USA, add $5.00 shipping and handling. 
Ordering outside the continental USA, add $10.00 shipping and handling. 

This must be signed, x_ 

I affirm that I am 18 years old or older. 

□ MasterCard □ Visa □ Money Order □ Check Enclosed 
Not sold In New York City. TOLL FREE: 1-800-222-SHOT 
Credit Card No. 
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Expiration Date 
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Address 
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. State _ 
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PARATROOPERS WANTED! 




LOOKING FOR SOME FUN, TRAVEL AND ADVENTURE? READY TO JOIN WITH OTHER FREE 
WORLD JUMPERS IN THE CAMARADERIE OF AIRBORNE? THEN YOU'RE READY FOR THE 
INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF AIRBORNE VETERANS' PARATROOPER TOUR OF TAIWAN! 

11-18 NOVEMBER 1986 


This once-in-a-lifetime opportunity will put you in the air and under the canopy with the 
Airborne Forces of the Republic of China. If you're an active, reserve or veteran military 
airborne-qualified, static-line jumper, then you'll want to stand in the door for: 

• Ground training and a static-line parachute jump from a C-119 Flying Boxcar with 
Republic of China paratroopers. 

• A free-faIl/HALO jump for qualified skydivers with the ROC skydiving team — The 
Divine Dragons. 

• Your official Republic of China armed forces jump wings and certificates awarded by a 
senior member of the Chinese army. This event is officially recognized by the ROC 
government, and active duty and active reserve personnel will receive letters of authoriza¬ 
tion allowing them to wear these wings on their uniforms. 

• A ROC Veterans Association military briefing on Taiwan. 

• Banquets with Chinese army veterans, airborne staff and National Parachute Associa¬ 
tion members. 

• Official wreath-laying ceremonies at the Chiang-Kai-Shek Memorial and at the China 
Military Shrine — Taiwan's Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. 

• Visits to the Chinese military academy, and airborne and special forces bases. 

This nine-day tour includes round-trip airfare from New York or Los Angeles and many 
connecting cities; ground transportation in the Republic; deluxe hotel accommodations 
with breakfast; all lunches and most dinners; and all military and historic tours. 

And, of course, a jump from the historic C-119—no longer in service in the United States. 
Airborne troops are first in, last out, so don't wait! Only 100 participants can be handled 
by our Chinese hosts, so we must make this a first-come, first-served registration. You'll 
receive your complete information packet and itinerary as soon as possible, and your spot 
on a Republic of China C-119 will be guaranteed! A $250* registration fee is required and 
must accompany your form so that we can slot you on the manifest. (*Registration fee is 
refundable up until 60 days prior to the tour, or may be applied jfoward the 1987 tour.) 
Fill out the registration coupon below, and mail it with your cashier's check or money 
order made payable to: I.A.A.V., Suite 181-SOF, 606 W. Barry Street, Chicago, IL 60657. 

AIRBORNE ALL THE WAY! 





Official Application: TAIWAN '86 

THE TOTAL PACKAGE INCLUDING AIR FARE AND ALL GROUND ARRANGEMENTS IS $1,759.00. A $250.00 DEPOSIT IS REQUIRED WITH THIS 
APPLICATION. MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO: I.A.A.V. SPACE IS LIMITED T0100 JUMPERS. THE TRIP IS AVAILABLE ON A FIRST-COME, FIRST-SERVED BASIS. 
MAIL TO: I.A.A.V., SUITE 181-SOF, 606 W. BARRY STREET, CHICAGO, IL 60657. 
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COMBAT 
WEAPONCRAFT 


by Bob McKenna 


Battle Over Bayonets 



Bayonets are beautiful — at 

least from the standpoint of a combat 
soldier. And they’re very useful little 
items, too. Since the advent of short, 
relatively fragile assault rifles, however, 
practical emphasis on the bayonet has 
been on the decline in most Western 
armed forces. Its many detractors say 
that it is an anachronism, good for no¬ 
thing but opening C-Ration cans. With 
MREs now in use even this purpose is 
no longer required; bayonets are now 
totally obsolete, so the argument goes. 

The Russians don’t agree with this 
theory and neither do I. Many years of 
combat experience — recent ones at 
that — have proven to me that one of 
the most useful pieces of equipment an 
infantryman can carry is a good 
bayonet. 

Its original purpose, that of enabling 
the soldier to continue fighting even 
though his rifle is empty, is still valid, 
although less so than in the past. In 
these days of 30- and 40-round maga¬ 
zines and basic combat loads of five 
hundred or more cartridges, it’s a rare 
occurrence for even a guerrilla fighter 
to run out of ammo. Still, the possibility 
exists that a rifleman could be sur¬ 
prised by an enemy at close range 
while changing magazines; a bayonet 
used to good effect would be a lifesav- 
er. Much better than some vaguely re¬ 
membered hand-to-hand combat drill 
in my opinion. 

Another use involving the insertion 
of steel into one’s enemy is to test 
whether a supposedly dead foe is in 
fact dead or merely shamming. I would 
be truly amazed if even Rambo could 
take an inch or two of blade in the 
buttock or calf without flinching or dis¬ 
playing some more violent reaction. As 
we all know, it’s not a good idea to 
search bodies without first making sure 
that they are dead. If circumstances 
preclude putting an extra bullet in, 
then the tip of a bayonet will do nicely 
as a test. 

There are a few physical advantages 
to having a knife at the end of a rifle 
barrel that are real but seldom consid¬ 
ered. During an assault or fire-and- 
movement, the infantryman is con¬ 
tinually jumping up and down as he 
advances from one bit of cover to the 
next. Often, he is not able to hit the dirt 
exactly as taught in basic training, and 
sometimes he trips or is knocked off his 
feet by explosive blasts or shell frag¬ 
ments. These non-prescribed contacts 
with the ground can cause a muzzle to 
swallow a big bite of earth with dis¬ 
astrous consequences on the next 
shot. A fixed bayonet prevents this by 
keeping the muzzle clear. 

Another physical advantage is re¬ 
lated to the tendency of most soldiers 
to fire high during an assault because 
of rapid, heavy breathing and stress. A 


Charlie Company Ranger sergeant 
explains the AK — complete with 
permanently affixed folding bayonet. 
Photo: Dept, of Defense 

fixed bayonet helps counter this 
tendency by adding a little extra weight 
to the business end of the rifle. It’s 
always better to fire low than high, as 
there is still a chance of getting a hit 
with a ricochet, and on rapid fire the 
recoil of the rifle will raise the next shot 
anyway. 

During counterinsurgency opera¬ 
tions there are almost always times 
when suspicious haystacks, thatch 
roofs, piles of rubbish, trap doors or 
other potential hiding places have to 
be checked. Using a knife on the end of 
your rifle to separate the thatch or lift 
the trap door gives you the option of 
firing immediately should a target be 
exposed, while the sharp edge at your 
muzzle helps prevent the target from 
pulling your weapon out of your 
hands. And once again, the bayonet 
keeps the barrel clear of debris. These 
searches should, of course, be con¬ 
ducted by teams rather than single 
troopers, but the advantages of using 
fixed bayonets still apply. 

There are also psychological advan- 


FROM THE SHARP 
END 

Bob McKenna is a well-traveled 
professional soldier who has more 
than 16 years of active military service 
in Africa, Central America and South¬ 
east Asia 


tages to the user of a bayonet, more in 
some societies than others. In Africa, 
for example, black troops and guerril¬ 
las much prefer to have bayonets 
fixed, or extended in the case of the 
ubiquitous SKS and Type 56 rifles. 
Whether or not this has anything to do 
with their tradition of assagais and 
throwing-spears is open to conjecture, 
but it is certain that it makes the soldiers 
feel better and intimidates military 
opposition and civilians alike. In our 
own society as well, the act of “fix 
bayonets” has a symbolic and heroic 
connotation — the “over the top and 
get ’em, boys” syndrome. Also, those 
of us who have done Army or Marine 
basic training surely remember the 
aggressive spirit inculcated during 
hours and hours of slash and parry. 

It’s been a few years since anyone 
has done a bayonet charge, but that 
tactic achieved surprising results in the 
past and probably will in the future 
because of the psychological effects on 
attacker and defender. The thought of 
cold steel sliding into your guts is more 
horrific and real than the thought of a 
bullet doing the same — perhaps be¬ 
cause you can see the steel coming. 

The intimate brutality of bayonetting 
innocent men, women, and even 
babies was well understood and often 
applied by the terrorists who now form 
the government of Zimbabwe (pre¬ 
viously called Rhodesia). That brutality 
was often used to dispose of so-called 
“sell-outs.” This was usually done at 
public meetings to intimidate villagers 
into supporting the communist cause, 

Continued on page 79 
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In Kentucky 502/351-1164 
CUSTOMER SERVICE 
m 502/351-1167 


SPECIFICATIONS SHERIDAN NEL-SPOT 

Overall Length .... 9.25 ins. . . 11.00 ins. 

Weight.2.25 lbs.3 lbs. 

Trigger Pull ...... 5 lbs. . .5 IbB. 

Safety . . ..... Trigger CroBS Block , .Trigger Cross Block 

Power.. 12gm C02, 750 psi ■ - .12gm C02, 750 psi 

Pellet Feed . .Gravity. 10 shot .Gravity, 10 shot 

Caliber ...... .68 ins. «... .68 ins. 

B. PAINT PELLETS. Washes out in cold water with 
'Spray and Wash" or a similar product. Bright colors 
of red, blue or yellow. 

C. C02 CARTRIDGES. 12gm, 750 psi. Flat top variety 
{crimp top not recommended). Provides the velocity 
for your paint pellets. Approximately 20 shots per 
cartridge. Five cartridges per pack. 

D. NEL-SPOT MODEL 007 PISTOL. The original! 
Enjoy fast, positive bolt action loading from a maga¬ 
zine over the barrel. Contoured grip for sure handling. 


WORLDS FINEST MILITARY EQUIPMENT 


1375 NORTH WILSON ROAD 


SF05-1508 Sheridan Pistol. 

SF05-1509 Red Paint Pellets (10 per tube) 


CREDIT CARD NO. 


SF05-1511 C02 Cartridges (5 per 
SF05-1513 Nel-Spot Pistol 


KENTUCKY 
RESIDENTS 
ADD 5% TAX 


WARNINGS & SPECIAL NOTICES 
Always wear protective goggles when using an Air 
Gun Pistol. Be sure that everyone around you has on 
protective goggles covering his or her eyes. Although 
paint pellets are non-toxic, eye-strikes at close range 
are extremely painful and could cause permanent 
injury or loss of eyesight. Guns not sold to anyone 
below 18 years of age. 

Do not fire the pellets at any person or object at 
temperatures below 40°F (5°C). Pellets harden 
quickly below this temperature. 


-- 1 TOTAL 

EIGN SURFACE MAIL ADD M.CO ICMADAt3.nl 
FOREION AIR MAIL ADD *11*0 (CANADA M.OOl 


EXP. DATE 


NAME 


STATE 




black lettering over a 


red silhouette of Viet 


nam. Sizes: S-M-L-XL. 


Listen to these amazing new stereo cassettes 
while running or jogging and fall into step with 
the running cadences of America's finest fighting 
men. The perfect way to get back into Boot Camp 
shape. Four selections. 

A. U.S. MARINES. 37 minutes of "The Bold 

Who Wear the Red and Gold" plus "That Ol' 
Marine Corps Spirit" and many others. 
SF07-2664 U.S. Marines.$9.97 

B. U.S. ARMY AIRBORNE. "Airborne, Airborne 
All the Wav". Recorded at Ft. Benning, GA. 
40 minutes. 

SF07-2665 U.S. Army Airborne.$9.97 

C. U.S. ARMY RANGERS. "Rangers Lead the 

Wav" and so will you when you run powered by 
40 minutes of selected Ranger cadences. 
SF07-2666 U.S. Army Rangers.$9.97 

D. U.S. ARMY INFANTRY. Fall in with the 

"Lean, Green, Fighting Machine". 40 minutes. 
SF07-2663 U.S. Army Infantry.$9.97 


Size 

Chest 

Your Height 

XS Reg. 

29-33" 

67-71" 

S Reg. 

33-37" 

67-71" 

M Reg. 

37-41" 

67-71" 

M Long 

37-41" 

71” up 

L Reg. 

41-45” 

67-71" 

L Long 

41-45" 

71" up 

XL Reg. 

45-49" 

67-71" 


Size 

Waist 

Inseam 

XS Reg. 

23-27" 

29% 

32 %" 

S Reg. 

27-31" 

29% 

32% " 

M Reg. 

31-35" 

29% 

32 %" 

M Long 

31-35" 

32% 

' & up 

L Reg. 

35-39" 

29% 

32% " 

L Long 

35-39" 

32% 

' & up 

XL Reg. 

39-43" 

29% 

-32% " 


No Sweat! The New Cam¬ 
ouflage Lightweight BDU 
is here. Besides being 
made of 100% rip-stop 
cotton poplin for coolness, 
it features a smaller collar 
and tabs at the shirt's 
waist for a trimmer fit. 
Traditional BDU features 
such as large bellow 
pockets and reinforce¬ 
ments remain the same. 
This is the authentic mili¬ 
tary Lightweight BDU, As 
usual you can count on 
U.S. Cavalry to offer new 
uniforms first, once they 
are officially approved for 
production. Please state 
your size from the chart 
below. Made in U.S.A. 
SF01-0795 Shirt... .$29.88 
SF01-0796 Trousers $29.88 


1375 NORTH WILSON ROAD, RADCLIFF, KY 40160 


ORDER TOLL FREE! 


800 - 626-6171 


IDEAL FOR: 

• Games of Combat and Survival. 

• Military War Games and Police Training. 

• Marking Trees or Animals from the Air or 
on the Ground. 


AIR GUN COMBAT 
PISTOLS & SUPPLIES 


This is the equipment you need for survival, escape, 
police and combat training. Shoot paint pellets, not 
bullets. Make survival a game so that you will be ready 
for the real thing. 

A. SHERIDAN PISTOL. Designed for fast, straight 
shooting, quick loading and C02 retention for extended 
periods of time. Only two moving parts; easy, quick 
cleaning. See specifications below. 


LOuritirA rinwc rucmn aki 


PHONE (502) 351-1164 


Your Age;_ 

DESCRIPTION I PRICE 


See specifications above. 


8 Q m ADDING S3Wf&?A YEARS CATAlVG SUBSCRIPTION. 

□ CHECK I” | MONEY I I AM. SUBTOTAL 
I_| ORDER |_| EXP. 

B l 1 i—i * SHIPPING, 

LJvsa | | MASTERCARD handling. 


SFQ5-1510 Blue Paint Pellets {10 per tube).$1.99 

SF05-1521 Yellow Paint Pellets (10 per tube)-$1.99 


LD- 


ADDRESS 


a RUN TO CADENCE 
CASSETTE TAPES 


SNIPER 

VEIL 


/ Woodland cam- 

/ ouflage mesh. 
f Comfortable blend 
f of 50/50 cotton & 
/ polyester. 20x62". 

/ Breaks up head sil- 

f houette. Doubles as a 
f camouflage neck scarf. 
SF05-1292.$11,99 


NEXT TIME 


LET US WIN IT 


T-SHIRT 

Expresses sentiments 
of those of us who 
served in the Vietnam 
War. Gold T-shirt with 


E. SUN/WIND/DUST GOGGLES. Official U.S. 

military issue goggles. Best quality protection for 
all outdoor uses including Air Gun gaming. Boxed 
with interchangeable clear and neutral gray lenses. ! 
SF05-1141.$14.95 | 

F. PROTECTIVE GOGGLES. Good commercial I 

copy of official goggle above. Complete with inter- j 
changeable clear, amber and green lenses. Great: 
for Air Gun gaming as well. ^ 

SF05-2512...$7.95! 































































On 13 June 1986 a group of deep¬ 
ly concerned and committed firearms 
collectors and dealers met in Houston, 
Texas, to establish and organize the 
National Firearms Association. Their 
mission: To represent the interests of 
the collectors, shooters, importers, 
manufacturers, and dealers of Title II 
firearms and their semiautomatic 
counterparts in the wake of the recent¬ 
ly passed Volkmer-McClure Firearms 
Protection Act. 

According to the new act, posses¬ 
sion or transfer of machine guns not 
registered on the BATF record books 
prior to 19 May 1986 is prohibited. 
Thus the inventory pool of available 
Title II firearms has been frozen, pre¬ 
sumably forever. Although 94,000 
new machine guns were registered be¬ 
fore the deadline, tens of thousands of 
applications were disallowed and a 
number of Title II manufacturers went 
deep six. Some of them chose to 
violate the law, attempting to paper 
nonexistent weapons. But more than a 
few applications were rejected for un¬ 
finished receivers that, combined with 
parts kits, would have resulted in an 
arrest by BATF agents if they were 
offered for sale in parking lots. 

Requirements seemed to vary with 
the whims of local BATF enforcement 
officials who proved their consistency 
by being consistent. Some insisted that 
at least the retracting handle slot be 
cut Others stated the ejection port had 
to be punched as well, and a few went 
so far as to say the weapon had to be 
totally completed before it could be 
registered Yet one prominent Title II 
manufacturer had tens of thousands of 
unfolded sheet-metal flats approved, 
apparently the BATF caving in to fears 
he would sell them on the open market 
if they refused to classify them as Title II 
firearms. 

And what has this done to the mar¬ 
ket, at least temporarily? HK94s con¬ 
verted to MP5 configuration are now 
commanding $2,000-$2,700 each. 
Converted UZIs go for a minimum of 
$2,000. Numrich Arms’ Thompsons 
sell for $1,500. Very soon, machine 
guns will be toys for the rich alone. 

So, you have your machine guns 
and you don’t care about acquiring 
any more. Semiautomatic counter¬ 
parts of military small arms are the next 
targets. Legislation goes into' the con¬ 
gressional hopper every session to 
completely ban semiautomatic rifles 
with pistol grips or ban firearms capa¬ 
ble of using a 20-round box magazine. 
It won’t stop. They’ll keep gnawing at 
our Second Amendment rights every 
time we doze off for as much as a split 
second. Besides beating your fists 
against the wall, what can you person¬ 
ally do about this steady reduction of 
your inalienable rights? You can join 


Machine gunners take aim at 
anti-gun efforts to ban legal 
automatic weapons. Photo: Imperial 
War Museum 

the rest of us in the National Firearms 
Association. 

Present at the recent meeting was 
Neal Knox as well as three National 
Rifle Association representatives: Jim 
Baker, director of NRA-ILA’s gov¬ 
ernmental affairs; Andy Kendzie, of 
NRA’s public affairs division; and Herb 
Chambers, NRA Texas field repre¬ 
sentative. 

The NRA has received a great deal 
of flak from uniformed zealots shooting 
their mouth before they know the facts 
about the machine gun portion of the 
Volkmer-McClure Act. In truth, NRA 
most certainly did not “sell us out,” nor 
cut any deals with our common ene¬ 
mies. They were as shocked and dis¬ 
mayed by what was done by Con¬ 
gressman William J. Hughes (D-NJ) 
and Congressman Charles Rangel (D- 
NY) as we were. Let’s all remember, 
however, that Title II firearms owners 
represent but a very small portion of 
the law-abiding gun owning public. 
The deed was as unacceptable to the 
NRA as it was to both you and I. As a 
demonstration of their support, Jim 
Baker has invited the National 
Firearms Association to propose the 
NRA’s official position regarding Title II 
firearms, which will be printed in the 
American RiflemanC 


There are four broad, interdepen¬ 
dent divisions within the National 
Firearms Association. The mem¬ 
bership committee, of which 1 am a 
member, has been charged with the 
responsibility of identifying, contacting 
and enlisting both members and finan¬ 
cial support needed to develop a viable 
organization. We need a cash flow of at 
least $150,000 per year to operate and 
staff an effective lobby effort. 

Manufacturers should be prepared 
to donate $1,000 per year to help us 
turn this mess around. Class 3 dealers 
and advanced collectors must be will¬ 
ing to contribute at least $250. That’s 
just $50 more than you pay each year 
to renew your Class 3 license. If we fail 
to get your support, within a very short 
time there will be few reasons remain¬ 
ing to justify an extension of your 
license. And, from those of you out 
there with only a MAC 10, we desper¬ 
ately need broad-based individual 
support to the tune of a minimum of 
$15 per year. Unless you prove willing 
to forego those spare magazines or 
boxes of ammo in order to donate $50 
to the National Firearms Association, 
within a year you might have nothing 
to stuff them into. And that goes in 
spades for all of you with nothing more 
than a semiautomatic HK91 or SKS — 
you’re next on the endangered species 
list. We need your participation im¬ 
mediately, if not sooner. Send your 

Continued on page 93 
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When you're not sure of what's out there ; you have to 
depend on lightning-like reflexes to cope with any situa¬ 
tion. And you need a defensive weapon that can respond 
just as fast and dependably as those reflexes. 

There's no question...you need the Benelli 12 ga. Super 90 
shotgun! 

The Super 90 7 s rotating Montefeltro bolt system makes it 
the fastest firing shotgun you can buy. Its free carrier and 
external shell release produce fast ammo changes, making it 
the ideal choice of any special operation team. 

This remarkably versatile shotgun also incorporates a one 
piece alloy receiver for lighter weight and quick maneuver¬ 
ability. Tne stock and forend are made of a rugged fiberglass 


reinforced polymer, for those people who have to be where 
the action is. 

For speed, durability and unsurpassed firepower, select 
the Benelli Super 90 from H&K! 

P7M8 Automatic Pistol is the perfect support weapon! 
The P7M8 incorporates the Continuous Motion Principle in 
the form of a unique cocking lever. This principle means the 
handgun can be drawn, cocked and fired with a single 
action accuracy in one continuous motion with either hand. 
No separate external safety to slow you down. 

The HK P7M8 is safer to carry than any other handgun 
and yet is instantaneously ready to be fired. 


For our 40 page color 
catalog send $3.00 to: 
Heckler & Koch Inc. 
14601 Lee Road 
Chantilly, VA 22021 
(703) 631-2800 


In a world of compromise, some don’t. 

H&K firearms are designed to be as safe as possible at ail times. But the safe handling and 
responsible use of a firearm arc your responsibility. Read the owner’s manual carefully before 
using your gun. Keep all firearms in a safe place at all times. And consult your local police depart¬ 
ment for information on firearms instruction and gun ownership in your area. 














IN REVIEW 




PEACEKEEPERS AT WAR: A 
Marine’s Account of the Beirut 
Catastrophe. By Michael Petit. 
Faber & Faber, Dept. SOF, 50 
Cross Sreet, Winchester, MA 
01890. 1986. 230 pp. $17.95. Re¬ 
view by G.B. Crouse 

THE U.S. Marine Corps’ mission in 
Lebanon was doomed to failure from 
the beginning. As part of a multi¬ 
national peacekeeping force, their task 
was to stand around and hope that the 
various warring factions would put 
down their arms and go home. That 
hope went up in smoke when the 
Battalion Landing Team headquarters 
disintegrated into a pile of rubble, the 
result of a religious fanatic’s suicide 
bomb. 

Peacekeepers At War is only the 
second book to be published about the 
Marines in Beirut. It was written by a 
Marine, but unfortunately the reader 
doesn’t get the story from the front 
lines; Petit played no part in the action. 
Author Petit was a clerk-typist with the 
headquarters element of the MAU 
(Marine Amphibious Unit) at Beirut In¬ 
ternational Airport from May to 
November 1983. In his capacity as a 
clerk for the operations section of the 
MAU staff, Petit was not directly in¬ 
volved in the fighting going on around 
him. He never fired his weapon, was 
not assigned to patrols or outposts, and 
made only infrequent trips outside the 
airport compound. So instead of learn¬ 
ing about indirect-fire attacks directed 
against the line companies (which are 
mentioned only in passing), the reader 
instead gets descriptions of policing the 
area in anticipation of visiting VIPs, 
laundry detail, ironing the secretary of 
state’s uniform, and an injury the au¬ 
thor sustained on his way to the latrine 
after dark. 

If the author’s purpose was to dis¬ 
close the story of the Marine involve¬ 
ment in Lebanon, as he states, then the 
book falls dismally short of it’s target. 
His periodic personal observations 
about the political situation in Leba¬ 
non, the Israeli involvement, and the 
motivations and decisions of his supe¬ 
rior officers who directed Marine 
efforts on the ground add little to the 
historical record. Most disappointing, 
however, is the fact that Peacekeep¬ 
ers At War does little to educate the 
informed reader — especially one 
looking for an account of the fighting 
from a participant 1 s point of view. 


THE GREEN BERETS AT WAR. 
U.S. Army Special Forces in 
Southeast Asia. By Shelby L. 
Stanton. Presidio Press, Dept. 
SOF, 31 Pameron Way, Novato, 


CA 94947. 1986. 360 pp. $18.95. 
Review by F.C. Brown. 

^^MONG military enthusiasts in 
general, and Vietnam vets in particu¬ 
lar, the name Shelby Stanton needs 
little introduction. Stanton burst upon 
the Vietnam literary scene in 1981 with 
the publication of his authoritative 
Vietnam Order of Battle, (U.S. News & 
World Report Books), which was well 
received by scholars and casual read¬ 
ers alike. Following a three-year hiatus 
to complete the massive Order of Bat¬ 
tle: U.S . Army, WWII (Presidio Press), 
he returned to a Vietnam theme in 
1985 with the publication of The Rise 
and Fall of an American Army, (Presi¬ 
dio Press), an objective battlefield his¬ 
tory of U.S. units in Vietnam which 
played to extremely favorable reviews. 

Stanton’s latest offering is The 
Green Berets at War, which pro¬ 
vides masterful insight into U.S. Army 
Special Forces operations in Southeast 
Asia from 1956 to 1975. 

Written in easy-to-read but well- 
documented style, the book opens 
with the creation of the first A teams in 
Japan in 1956, and goes on to detail 
early Special Forces operations in In¬ 
dochina, beginning in 1957. 

Moving into the 1960s, the border 
campaigns in which the Green Berets 
played such a prominent role are 


documented in excruciating detail, and 
new insight is provided into some of 
the better-known battles, such as Lang 
Vei and Ben Het 

Considerable space is devoted to a 
number of Special Forces operations 
— Kham Due in 1968 and the Seven 
Mountains campaign in 1968-69, to 
cite two examples—which have either 
been glossed over or ignored in pre¬ 
vious texts. 

New information is also provided on 
classified operations run into Laos and 
Cambodia (and points beyond) by the 
ultra-secret Studies and Observations 
Group (SOG), a unit composed in the 
main of Green Berets serving on de¬ 
tached duty. 

Of particular interest is the appendix 
of Special Forces (including SOG) per¬ 
sonnel listed as missing in action — 
with full particulars on the incidents 
leading to their disappearance. 

The Green Berets at War success¬ 
fully combines scholarly research with 
high adventure, and belongs on every 
vet’s bookshelf. Very highly recom¬ 
mended. 


THE STRAW GIANT, TRIUMPH 
AND FAILURE: AMERICA’S 
ARMED FORCES. By Arthur T. 
Hadley. Random House, Dept. 
SOF, 201 East 50th St., New 
York, NY 10022. Hardcover 
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Model #817 


Model #120 


Model #7< 


Model #108 


If" ^ 

Model #840 


Model #111 


Model #107 


0$ a mt# Opening 
pluc, Gmep, pVbife, Ited or Black 

Model #817, j$ 39.95 

lEdge Collector Series 

Brass and Hardwood, Brushed Steel 

(Lever Hunter 7»" f 

13 For $104.95 

Model #860 $23.95 

Front Opening 

Light Weight ~ Heavy Duty 
ABS Resin Grip QVx" 

Black or Red 
3 For $59.95 
Model #840 S10.00 

Front Opening 

Faceted "Autocamping" Grip 
Black, Red or Blue 8y*" 


$l&lk Side Opening 
vflMw Action^ -V; V 
Redfor Black 
3 fdr $74.95 
Model #108 S10.00 

Natp Military 
Olive Drab 8" 

Model #702 S10.00 

Black Front Opening 
Man Size Grip 8% " 

Model #107 ^>^95 

PriceF^^ja0^|JP?erst< 


*Attn. Collectors & Sportsmen: Though legal in parts form, in certain 
areas the completion of these kits may violate certain laws. Please 
check your area before ordering or assembling, as compliance with 
any such law is the purchaser's responsiblity. 


The Edge Co., P.O. Box 32848-SF10, Phoenix, AZ 85064 

Before Ordering Call for A vailabilty rt/1/1 A A C "1/101 
Dealer Prices On Request O I £ I 


Please Ship The Following Items: 

Model #___ Qty. _l.... Model # _____ Qty._ 

Model # Qty._ Model #_ Qty._ 

Model #_ Qty____ Model # •__!_ Qty._ 

Add $1.50 Per Kit Shipping And Handling — Allow 10 Days Shipping 

□ Check or Money Order Enclosed Total $_ 

□ Visa/MesterCerd # _____ Exp. Date ______ 

Name_1___,_ 

Address. . , _ 

City .. _ _' Stete ... __ Zip ___ 

i certify that l am over 21 yaars of age. 

Signature __ Date_ 

Not available where prohibited by law. Inquire about special mHitary and 
police waivers and discounts. 


THE EDGE COMPANY 

P.O. Box 32848, Phoenix, AZ 85064 
800-445-1021 


r 

i 




















The Survivor is a quality emergency survival knife/kit that will make itself 
useful anytime, whether you’re a hunter, fisherman, camper or just to 
have around the house. With the Survivor you can catch a fish, cut 
wood, start a fire, hunt for small animals, administer minor first aid, and 
get your bearings. The Survivor 


with it you’ll always feel protected. 


More of what you want in a Survival Knife/Kit. 

5 3 /4” sharp 420 stainless blade. Rigid shealh with 
sharpening stone has a special compartment that 
can be used as a signal mirror. Holds a slingshot 
band (doubles as a tourniquet) and a small fishing 
harpoon with a can and bottle cap opener. In the 
4 V 2 ” aluminum hollow handle you will find a liquid 
filled compass, morse code list, matches, adhesive 
bandages, small scalpel, flint, pencil, needles, nylon 
line, fishhooks, sinker and safety pins. 

SPECIAL PRICE! 

$ 24 95 each $ 47 95 fohtwo 

CALL TOLL FREE TO ORDER: 1-800-231-9279 
IN FLA. CALL: 305-035-2411 


WIRE CUTTER 


EASTERN TIME 
7;3P AM. until SJ;GO P.M. 
8:30 A.M. Until Zr30 PM. 


M&ndeiv-^Bv 

S&lurdtty 


Knifeco 

P.O. Box 5271 
Hialeah Lakes, FL 33014 

Please send me: 

□ 1 Survivor Knife @ $24.95 plus $3.00 shipping & handling, 
□ 2 Survivor Knives @ $4795 plus $3.00 snipping & handling. 
Florida Residents add 5% tax. Orders out of USA $8.00 shipping & handling. 
Specify: □ Olive Drab handle and sheath. □ Black handle and sheath. 
Charge my □ MasterCard □ Visa □ Am. Express □ Check enclosed □ Money Order 

Credit Card No. I |l | I I I I I I I I I I I II II 1 


I SLING SHOT 

/ Bwifcafcztinn Qiwanlsitf. dull refurn unuud within 1 w«Ka wMh nil parti in original 
/ putkoga ter refund. 

/ fa orSflr by m.w\K ^ agiipon m taparJM JlwOt. Mill [ttymtnnl W cfcrtJ 

I Jnlnrmal IW1 wM *ipIrttlnn dole,. GAPd flu.Tni»f and mgRotiire. +* 

1 hrry, Mo C.3.D. Ordift 

/ Knifeco 

R O vJIgx. 5271 _ .y 

Hialeah FL 33014 

rC.' r - 'K 

Authorized Signature 

Name _ 

Address_ .. 


Expiration Date 


Phone 























19.95. Review by G.B. Crouse 


R AKING shots at the Defense De¬ 
partment these days requires a little 
standing in line. Books such as Edward 
Luttwak’s The Pentagon and the Art of 
War (SOF, Jan. ’86, In Review), and 
Military Incompetence by Richard 
Gabriel are just two recent examples. 
The Defense Department seems to in¬ 
vite abuse; it would be impolite to re¬ 
fuse. Whether it’s revamping strategic 
policy, increasing operational compe¬ 
tence, restructuring the Joint Chiefs or 
holding the line on expenditures, 
everyone has something to say. While 
different writers have diverse view¬ 
points on what’s to be done, no one 
argues that problems exist in America’s 
military machine. 

The Straw Giant is the latest attack 
on America’s defense establishment. 
Arthur Hadley, a journalist with 30 
years of defense reporting experience, 
starts out with a look at the failed Ira¬ 
nian hostage rescue mission — an op¬ 
eration symptomatic of many of the 
inherent weaknesses in the Depart¬ 
ment of Defense. Fiction could not 
have provided the author with a more 
perfect example to illustrate his case; 
no aspect of the mission was safe from 
the DOD monster. 



Had bad luck and mechanical failure 
been the only obstacles to a successful 
mission, it may still have ended in fail¬ 
ure, but to fail in such a spectacular 
fashion required much more. And 
Hadley identifies the six areas he be¬ 
lieves to be at the root of current prob¬ 
lems: Inter- and intraservice rivalry, 
flawed organization, supply versus 
combat acquisition imbalances, 
separation of the military from the elite 
of America’s intellectual and business 
communities, and overcontrol. It’s 


what the author calls KAFCA — Keep¬ 
ing the Able From Contributing to the 
Action. 

Innumerable examples support 
Hadley’s case. The near catastrophe of 
our initial response in Korea, U.S. fail¬ 
ure in Vietnam, bombing of the Marine 
headquarters in Beirut and the inva¬ 
sion of Grenada (where our victory 
seems to have occured through the 
grace of God and little else) — are all 
replete with examples of these flaws. 
Hadley convincingly contends that 
these problems, alone or in combina¬ 
tion with one another, have been re¬ 
sponsible for America’s less than daz¬ 
zling military record since 1945. 

The problem here, however, is not 
what Hadley says but rather what he 
doesn’t say: He doesn’t recommend 
many solutions. Where Hadley and 
other critics need to concentrate more 
of their efforts is on providing ways to 
tackle the problems they all agree exist 
Despite that, anyone interested in 
military affairs — be it a member of 
Congress voting on defense appropri¬ 
ations or a concerned citizen — will 
find The Straw Giant well worth 
reading. 

The truth isn’t very pretty but with¬ 
out reform, prospects for the future are 
even less so. ^ 


GREEN 

Battle Dress Uniform (Fatigues) 

Brand New • Latest Issue * First Quality 

BDU ^ 


MILITARY DISTRIBUTORS 

Finest Quality & Lowest Prices Available in Military & Hunting Apparel & Accessories 


Pants feature: Double . 
fabric seat and 
knees: 6 pockets \ 

(2 slash front / \ 

pockets. 2 rear / . 

pockets with / _ / 

button flaps. 21 / 

large belfows ! 
pockets on \ 
thighs); adjus- \ U 1 
table waist tab: \ £ 

button fly: draw-Y /si i 

string cuffs. L 

Shirts feature: in 

Double fabric elbows; Hr, 
4 pockets {bellows style )/j 

Woodland /1 j 

Camouflage IJl 

Available in (1) 100% Cotton 
Rip Stop or (2) 50/50 NyCo 
Pants or Shirt $27.95 ea 

Olive Drab (OD) Green 

100% Cotton Rip Stop Pants 
or Shirt $27.95 ea 

Tiger Stripe fl|{£ 

Camouflage ^4/ 

100% Cotton Rip FJC-~ 

stop pants rr ( 

or Shirt $29.95 ea l In. 

S.W.A.T. Black >> S 
Available in (1) 100% \X 
Cotton Rip Stop or (2) \ \ 
50/50 Poly/Cotton \ 

Pants or Shirt $29.95 ea \ 

Authentic Trebark* \ 
Camouflage 

Pants or Shirt $34.95 ea 

Khaki 

100% Cotton Rip Stop i 
Pants or Shirt $29.95 ea ) 
Sizes: XS.S.M.L.XL ^ 
(regular and long) 




PULLOVER 

(PARKA) 



NOW A VAILABLE IN TWO 
FINE FABRICS! 

A strong, light-weight, wind resis¬ 
tant but breathable parka now 
available in two fine fabrics: (1) 
50/50 poly/cotton in Woodland 
Camouflage. Olive Drab (OD) 
Green. Navy, Off-White, Tan. 
Black. Grey. Lt.Blue, Maroon and 
Cactus or (2) 100% Nylon Oxford 
in Navy, Royal Blue. Scarlet. 
Maroon, Silver Gray and Kelly 
Green. Sizes: S{36-38). M(40-42). 
L(44-48) and 

XL(48-50). ONLY s 29 95 


N2-B EXTREME 
COLD WEATHER 
FLIGHT JACKET 



Tell us your chest, height and waist measurements when ordering 
State size, color and fabric and mail proper amount (check or money 
order) plus $3.50 per jacket (Double for Canada) for shipping and 
handling to (TN residents add 7% sales tax) 

GREENE MILITARY DISTRIBUTORS, INC. 

P O Box 20008 Dept SF*Knoxville. Tennessee 37940 
ORDER TOLL FREE 1-800-521-7977 
In TN (615) 947-2349 

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Your Money Back 


MA-1 REVERSIBLE 
FLIGHT JACKET 



Designed for extreme cold 
weather conditions, this jacket is 
interlined with quilted polyester 
batting. Hood is lined and 
trimmed with Mouton synthetic 
fur and unzips to lie flat against 
shoulders when not in use. Outer 
and inner storm flaps; knit waist 
band and cuffs. 2 front welt 
pockets and combination cigar- 
ette/pencil pocket with zipper on 
sleeve. Available in USAF Sage 
Green only. Sizes: XS. S. M. L. XL. 

ONLY s 79 95 


GENUINE M-65 
FIELD JACKET 

Please do not mistake us for a 
similar ad-WE are the original 1 
BRAND NEW 



This intermediate weight, water 
repellant treated, nylon jacket is 
manufactured to USAF design for 
use in cold weather climates 
(20° F) Features front closure 
storm flap; knit collar, waistband 
and cuffs; 4 welt type slash 
pockets with snap fasteners (2 
outside. 2 inside); and combina¬ 
tion cigarette/pencil pocket with 
zipper on sleeve All jackets re¬ 
verse to high visibility orange and 
are fully interlined for warmth. 
USAF Sage Green. Blue. Black 
and (Camouflage-100% Cotton 
Shell). Also, available in L2-B 
version. Same as MA-1 except 
lightweight for use in cool weath¬ 
er (50F) and with epaulets 

ONLY S 38 95 ea 

Reversible FV-1 Right Vest (same 
as MA-1 w/o sleeves) USAF Sage 
Green. Black or Camouflage 
Sizes: XS. S. M. „__ 

L >«- ONLY $ 29 95 


The very latest U.S. Army issue 
all-weather field jacket made of 
50% nylon/50% cotton with water 
repellency is fully lined and is 
manufactured under strict quality 
standards by a prime government 
contractor in the United States. 
Excellent for hunting, work or 
leisure. Cja/viR 

only s 42 95 

AVAfLABLE IN CURRENT 
GOVT COLORS: 

Woodland Camouflage • Olive 
Drab OR Tiger Stripe Camou¬ 
flage • Swat Black • Poltce Navy 

• Desert Camouflage • Maroon 

• Oyster • Grey • A.F. Sage 
Green • Khaki. Sizes: XS. S. M. 
L, XL. For proper fit, specify 
chest measurement Genuine 
G.l. M-65 cold weather bulfen-in 
liner $16.95 plus $3 00 shipping 
and handling. BOYS' jackets in 
Woodland Camouflage only. 
Sizes 4-6, 8-10. 12-14, 16-18 


ONLY $ 38 95 
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I WAS THERE 

by Giang Bang La 


Escape from Vietnam 




In October 1965 , Giang Bang La 
became combat interpreter to Mike 
Force in Bien Hoa. He served as com- 
ba t in terpreter for many Special Forces 
A teams from 1965 to 1971 including a 
period under the command of then- 
Captain Robert K. Brown. But his real 
struggle against the communists began 
after the fall of Saigon. 

On 30 April 1975, I stood at the 
comer of Le Van Duyet Street watch¬ 
ing the NVA rumble in on their trucks 
and T54 tanks on their way to the cen¬ 
ter of Saigon. At that point 1 knew I had 
to get out of town or be killed because 
of my loyalties to the West during the 
war. I had to lose myself as soon as 
possible to survive. 

After saying goodbye to my parents I 
wandered around Bien Hoa for a while 
and then remembered an old friend 
from 3rd Mike Force living in Vung 
Tau. Tuyen was once a fisherman who 
became a radio man during the war. 
He might be able to help me. 

Vung Tau had once been a beautiful 
sea province with an exquisite panora¬ 
ma. But when 1 arrived I felt sick. Every 
street comer was lined with trash, in¬ 
cluding piles of uniforms from various 
units, combat boots and papers. The 
market and all the shops were closed. 
The entire town looked deserted ex¬ 
cept for the grinning NVA soldiers 
standing guard. Tuyen’s house was 
equally deserted. His neighbor told me 
he had taken his family on their fishing 
boat and sailed out to sea a couple of 
days ago. I had missed my chance. 

1 boarded a bus back to Bien Hoa. 
As I wondered what my next alterna¬ 
tive was, someone grabbed me. I 
jumped about 10 feet thinking it was 
my end. Then I recognized it to be 
Sergeant Major Dao, whom I knew at 
Dong Ba Thin airborne training center, 
40 miles south of Nha Trang. I told him 
my problem and he took me home to 
his family. Dao had retired from the 
army six years earlier. Now he lived 
quietly with his family on a farm at Lam 
Son. 

Dao concocted the story that I was 
the son of a friend from Da Nang who 
had lost his family during the recent 
evacuation from the combat zone. 1 
soon became a familiar face amongst 
the villagers and was treated as a mem¬ 
ber of Dao’s family. Several months 
later, I married Dao’s daughter, The, 
and became a true family member. 

Christmas, 1976. More than a year 
went by after the fall of South Vietnam. 
The country had a new face; not the 
beautiful one that the communists 
promised to the people but a horrible, 
disfigured one. The ARVN officers had 
been sent to re-education camps, and 
their families sent to new economic 
zones where they died of starvation 


SOF staffer Giang Bang La fires a 
Swedish M45 submachine gun in 1969 in 
Vietnam near SF camp A-334 in III Corps 
then commanded by Publisher Brown. 
Giang served as Special Forces combat 
interpreter between 1965 and 1971. 

and sickness. Their homes were confis¬ 
cated and distributed to the NVA offi¬ 
cers. People suspected of working for 
the CIA in Saigon disappeared. Re¬ 
venge, miserable deaths, and secret 
arrests gave the South’s people the 
greatest panic they had ever known. 
Churches and pagodas were put under 
NVA control. Religious leaders were 
arrested and charged as being CIA 
agents. More and more people came 
home jobless because they were the 
South’s people, and therefore untrust¬ 
worthy. For days, convoys of moloto- 
vas and trains loaded with rice, medi¬ 
cine, television sets, bicycles, motor¬ 
bikes, sewing machines, air condition¬ 
ers, and construction equipment from 
American offices and base camps, 
headed North. Saigon, the capital of 
the South, the Pearl of Southeast Asia 
was dead. Restaurants and night clubs 
were closed. Ky Son Blazart and the 
Tu Do Hotel were adorned with the 
clothes and underwear of the NVA’s 
male and female soldiers. 

I knew that sooner or later Charlie 
would discover my lie to them. A yan¬ 


kee dog like me would not have the 
honor to get one of their bullets 
through the head. I would have been 
given a most painful way to die. So my 
new father-in-law and 1 had to plan our 
family’s escape quickly. We decided 
that he and his family would move to a 
farm at Lam Son near the sea. There 
they would build a fishing boat. My 
wife and I would stay in Bien Hoa to 
lessen the neighborhood suspicion. 
Phase one had begun. 

From 1979 to 1980 I was an ice 
cream vendor in Bien Hoa. In that 
year, the South Vietnamese people’s 
opinion changed from fear to hate. 
Everywhere I went — on trains, buses, 
open markets, and coffee shops — 
people told insulting and humorous 
stories about NVA soldiers and the 
government. Assassinations of some of 
the NVA’s high-ranking officers oc¬ 
curred and thousands died on the 
South China Sea while seeking their 
freedom in other lands. 

By January 1980, our fishing boat 
was ready, and we began gathering 
provisions: food, water, oil, gasoline, 
weapons to defend ourselves, a sea 
pilot and driver. To avert suspicion we 
kept a constant schedule of going to 
sea early in the morning and returning 
with fish at sunset at Phuoc Hoa har¬ 
bor. In September 1981 we were 
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ORDER FROM THE DUTCHMAN TOLL FREE 1-800-821-5157 


Brand New From CASE 
THE OUTLANDER 
Wilderness/Survival Knife 

You know famous CASE quality and 
maybe you’ve seen this new knife adver¬ 
tised in SOF and other magazines. Now 
here’s your chance to buy it at less than 
retail—our price $47.50 postpaid. This 
lightweight knife weighs just 5-ounces, yet 
is action-strong thanks to full-tang con¬ 
struction. RUGGED, SHARP and FUNC¬ 
TIONAL. Check out these features: 


$47.50 










AUTHENTIC 


NOVA XR5000 



50,000 VOLTS! 

The Nova XR5000 Stun Gun 
can protect you from attackers. 

STUN GUN will instantly “scramble” attack¬ 
er’s nervous system causing immediate (tem¬ 
porary) paralysis! By simply touching your at¬ 
tacker anywhere he will drop helpless even 
through many layers of clothing. STUN GUN is 
not lethal and is safe to user. Cannot transmit 
shock back to you. 

FREE Leather Holster 

Because your safety may someday 
depend upon the current available frv 

from the battery that powers this unit, ^ 

Nova Technologies, Inc. strongly 
directs that you equip your XR5000 
with a rechargeable 9-vott Nickel- IV 
Cadmium battery. Rechargeable set 
includes single charger, module and 
one 9-volt battery. ml 

Charger & battery $16 

rechargeable 
battery set 


DISTANT SOUND DETECTOR 
MULTIPLIES SOUND 5000 TIMES 

The vansieek fabfoo nX 

Receptivity plus convenient size. 

The VanSleek Farfoon combines kiM 


• Surgical steel 

I blade 5 1/2" long 

• Honed edge with 
back ground 

at point 

• Functional 
double-serrated 
saw teeth 

• Built-in 
Thermometer 

• Liquid-filled 
compass 

• Snelied fishing 
hooks 

• Monofilament 
fishing line 

• Split shot 
sinkers 

• Long range 
signal whistle 

• Permanent, 
waterproof match 

• Sharpening stone 
)• Genuine leather 

sheath 

• Leather leg ties 


Receptivity plus convenient size. £ 
The VanSleek Farfoon combines * 
the parabolic dish Sound Mirror f 
of the Double Farfoon with the 
handy size of the smaller Hunters 
Ear. The result is a superior direc¬ 
tional receptor without the 
widespread large dish receptors 
which in many applications are 
cumbersome to use and trans- $ 
port. The VanSleek Farfoon uses 
the same type retrograde sound 
as the Double Farfoon. Take 
VanSleek into tight places. Enjoy 
the mirrored sound gathering not 
possible with direct receiver pro¬ 
ducts. 

The VanSleek FARFOON is the 
most sophisticated yet devel¬ 
oped of the sound devices. NE 

BIONIC EAR $68 

Our price $68 and that includes shipping 
charges. Optional Booster $39.00. Buy the 
COMBO PACK for just $98 
postpaid. Compare our price and our service. 
Bionic Ears ALWAYS in stock, ready to ship. 



FOON 


$148 

postpaid 



THE VanSleek 
FARFOON 


Heirs A Whisper 
Farther than TWO Football Fields 

NEW! 'SOUND CUT-OUT* CIRCUIT 





DISTANT SOUND DETECTOR ALLOWS 
HANDS FREE USE 

Entire ActionEar DISTANT SOUND DETECTOR built into 
these comfortable earphones. True stereo thanks to TWO 
microphones. Built-in tape jack. Sound shut-off. High- 
quality earphones. Like protective shooters earmuffs but 
so much more, ideal for low profile situations and when 
hands-free operation is an absolute. $118.50 postpaid. 

Mono $165 WOLFS EARS Stereo $255 

Specifically designed for SWAT teams sweeping buildings, these Active Hearing Protectors come in two models — Mono 
and Stereo. Tbrn them "off” and you've got superior shooters earmuffs. 7b rn them "on,” and their top quality compression 
mikes sense and attenuate continuous OR impulse sounds that exceeds 85db’s. When sound levels are below 85db’s, WOLFS 
EARS act as SOUND AMPLIFIERS providing up to 20db gain. Comfort plus, with foam-filled ear seals, foam headpad, and 
adjustable, custom-fit headband. Battery — top of the line hearing aid type 675 (included) — and mike are built into the 
earphones/muffs. Total weight just 16-oz. On the range or in the field — WOLFS EARS. Mono #1020, $165.00 postpaid, Stereo 
(binaural) for pinpointing sources of sound #1030 $255.00,postpaid. 


THE DUTCHMAN PAYS 
ALL SHIPPING & INSURANCE 

MC/VISA COD Customers 
CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-821-5157 


The Dutchman 

Dept. 1 °®6 

9071 Metcalf Suite 158 
Overland Park, KS 66212 a 


STATE 






















ready to sail out For 20 days we hired 
three sampans to recon all branches of 
the Lam Son river leading to the 
mouth of the sea. 

After gathering enough information 
about the local coast guard, we de¬ 
cided to escape on 1 October 1981. At 
0600 on that day, our people arrived 
from Vung Tau and Saigon and ren¬ 
dezvoused at three houses at Lam Son 
which we had paid $1,500 in gold to 
rent. They came in groups of three to 
five at different times disguised as Lam 
Son residents. 

At noon we started to move our peo¬ 
ple down to the riverside. Twelve wait¬ 
ing sampans took us onto the river. At 
1800 we were all boarded, I took com¬ 
mand of the movement and was the 
last man to leave shore. Finally, dark¬ 
ness completely covered the moun¬ 
tains, hills and villages, and we headed 
for our first set of concentration points 
three miles toward the mouth of the 
sea and one mile apart Six sampans 
met at each point 

By 1900 we were at the rendezvous 
points and our recon sampan flashed 
the red electric torch to signal that the 
“the way is clear, proceed to boarding 
point” We arrived at 2300; the big 
boat arrived at 2330. All of its lights 
were out, as it slowed and headed to 
the mouth of the sea, and at a slow 


cruising speed we boarded our people 
— all 57 of us. 

At midnight, mustering all available 
speed, we headed toward the high 
seas. At 1000 on 2 October 1981, the 
radar station left by the U.S. Army was 
just a speck on the horizon behind us. 
We threw away our fishing net and 
fishing equipment to gain more speed. 
The sea was rough and the wind was 
gusting to 60 miles per hour. Almost 
everyone got seasick including the 
pilot and driver. Then the sea got 
worse and I thought our boat would 
capsize and we would all drown. Our 
little boat danced in the waves until 3 
October when the sea was calmed. 

When we finally recovered, our pilot 
spotted an approaching light from a 
ship. Checking our location, he said 
that we were within a few miles of Con 
Son Island. Foreign ships never came 
this close; it had to be the communist 
coast guard. 

As the ship’s light became bigger 
and bigger we made the decision not to 
fight We were 57 including women 
and children with only two Ml 6s and a 
couple of grenades. Then through the 
wind came a faint Vietnamese voice 
over the intercom: “We are a German 
ship. We will save you.” My head 
seemed to explode, and as it neared I 
could hear more clearly, “This is a 


West German ship, the Cap Anamur. 
Are you refugees?” 

As I yelled, “Yes!” the tears swelled 
in my eyes. Our captain maneuvered 
us alongside the ship, and the Filipino 
crew hoisted us aboard. 

On 3 October 1981 we were greeted 
with a new dawn of freedom on the 
deck of a free nation’s cargo ship. One 
month later we were in the Palawan 
Vietnamese refugee camp in the Phil¬ 
ippines. And thanks to the business 
card that Col. Brown gave me in 1969 
when I worked for him, I was able to 
contact him in Boulder, Colorado 
where my family and I now live under 
his sponsorship. 

When I was interviewed while I was 
still on the ship, two Dutch television 
reporters asked me if the communists 
were really so barbaric. My answer was 
that tens of thousands of Vietnamese 
people were trying to escape from 
Vietnam on little wooden fishing boats, 
daring sea storms, starvation and pi¬ 
rates. My people have chosen possible 
death on the South China Sea rather 
than live with “good people” like the 
communists. 

May God use us Vietnamese, saved 
from death on the sea, to let the free 
world know the horrendous cost of 
communist domination. * 



Only This Genuine Gurkha KUKRI Knife- 

Comes With The Documents 


That Prove Its Authentic 

Here's What you Get 
With Each Genuine KUKRI 

© Standard Leather Sheath 
With Wood Lining, 

Leather Frog 


YES, Please RUSH me: 

_Genuine KUKRI 


Knives x $19.95 = _ 

Shipping & Ins. ($2.75)_ 

($5.00 for Alaska, Hawaii & Canada) 

7UTAI_ 


(By check or Money Order) 

Name _ 

Address _ 

City _ 

Zip- 


© 2 KUKRI 
Accessory " ' 


© Ordnance Drawing 
Uj . & Spec Sheet 


Now you can get 
all the heavy duty, 
chopping power the 
famous Gurkha merce¬ 
naries have relied on all 
over the world from Gallipoli 
to the Faulkland Islanda Put 
it on display or depend on it for 
hard use! Great for survival prepared¬ 
ness, for hunting and camping, and 
popular with military knife collectors. The fearsome ]2' 
long blade is hand forged so it will take a keen edga 
Full tang for extra strength with traditional, native hardwood 
handles. Overall—17”, Weight—1 lb., 6 oz. Brand new! Direct 
from the current Government Contractor in India complete with 
issue leather sheath, 2 accessory knives, ordnance drawing and 
spec sheet and a copy of the actual Government Contract. 

Order No. l-LB-120...............All for only $19.95 


VISA, MasterCard, 

Am. Exp., 
or C.O.D. Welcome \ 

Cali 

TOLL-FREE l 

1-800-241-3595 

Ga. Residents Call (404) 922-3700 , 

Order No. 1-LB-120 ! 


] BEWARE 
!0 f FAKES 


State 


□ Send me your FREE catalog of hard-lo-get, 
hardworking knives & knifemaking supplies. 


Send Your 
Order To: 


AtlAmtA Box 839 LB l 

CUTLERY Conyers, Ga. 30207 ■ 


Most other KUKRI 
knives being sold 
that we know of 
are decorative 
phonies. You can be 
sure that our 
KUKRIS are 
genuine military 
issue with the 
documents to back 
them up. Atlanta 
Cutlery is the 
ONLY importer of 
genuine military 
issue KUKRIS. 


\ 

© KUKRI From Current © Detailed, 8-page 
Government Contractor Government Contract 

Used for centuries, this sacred weapon 
is still carried by 
the famous Gurkha 
mercenaries. 
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Mack Boian.The Executioner. 


Mack Bolan delivers adventure faster than you can turn pages. 

The Russians don’t stand a chance. Neither do terrorists, criminals or any one 
else who stands in Bolan’s way if they start it Bolan will finish it 
So pick up a Bolan. And crash the party 





GOLD EAGLE 














V/LD AND NEW 

With the new-found interest in old 
military small arms caused by the 
recent Dole Amendment, many 
shooters are dusting off those old 
Mausers and Enfields and taking 
them out to the range. But after all 
these years, some of them don’t 
shoot so well. 

If that’s the case, this might be 
something you’ll want to try. The 
B-Square Company has come out 
with a scope mount for the Mauser 
98 that will certainly make shooting 
these old classics a new experience. 
And don’t worry about ruining the 
collector value of your Mauser — 
this scope mount fits on top of the 
rifle’s rear sight without any 
gunsmithing or re-work. The mount 
will accept any pistol scope. 

So, if you want to do more with 
your Mauser than just gaze at it up 
there on the wall, you might find 
that this scope mount will come in 
handy. 

For more information write: The 
B-Square Co., Dept SOF, F.O. Box 
11281, Fort Worth, TX 76109. 
Phone: (817) 923-0964. 


ADVENTURE [ 
QUARTERMASTE 


i RETTY PROTECTION 

If you’re a high-powered 
executive in a high-risk job, you may 
need something more than 
bodyguards to stay in business. The 
answer is Kevlar clothing. Not 
traditional body armor, mind you, 
but real clothing. 

The Executive Vest was designed 
by American Body Armor to meet 
the personal security needs of 
people in the business world. It is 
comfortable, yet durable, and 
because the Executive Vest looks 
and feels like a natural piece of 
business attire, it blends easily into 
any business environment 

The Executive Vest provides the 
ultimate in Level I ballistics 
protection, defeating many of the 
firearms typically used in armed 
robberies and other armed assaults. 
Available in standard and custom 
colors, the Executive Vest can also 
be used with optional inserts to 
provide Level IIA protection. 

Weight is not a problem — the 
Executive Vest weighs just 2.5 
pounds in the Level I configuration 
and 3 pounds in Level IIA. It comes 
in all clothing sizes with Velcro 
closures to allow maximum flexibility 
in adjusting the fit to the wearer’s 
requirements. 

If you think the Executive Vest 
could help keep you in business, 


write to: American Body Armor & 
Equipment, Dept SOF, 45 Gilpin 
Ave., Hauppauge, NY 11788. 
Phone: (800) 292-0707. Civilians 
wishing to purchase the Executive 
Vest need a special authorization 


form to be filled out and signed by 
your local police department: 
American Body Armor doesn’t want 
the vest getting into the wrong 
hands. 


28 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


OCTOBER 86 






SOF 


OMEGA 


ACTION SERIES 


FOCUS SERIES 


ts votJR 




CTOBEB 


198 ®. 





MOUNTAIN 


A JOURNAL OF REAL AMERICAN 
HEROES 

I HE Civil War ... World War I ... World War II 
... Korea ... Vietnam ... every American has 
heard tales of bravery above and beyond the call of 
duty. And now SOLDIER OF FORTUNE brings you 
the inspiring story of courageous Americans in this 
very special issue — VALOR. 

From cover to cover, VALOR is packed with the 
stories you’ll want to read about real American 
heroes — men like Chesty Puller, Teddy Roosevelt, 

Alvin York, Audie Murphy, and even our country’s 
classic symbol of bravery and leadership, John 
Wayne. 

VALOR marches back in time into the crucible of 
combat, taking a hard look at what made these men 
stand tall against the enemy, their strength of 
character and resolve, and what made them lay their 
lives on the line for American freedom. 

VALOR takes you into battle, covering American 
bravery in combat from the story of the Medal of 
Honor to Bull Simon’s “Wings of Eagles” rescue. 

Page after page of action photography takes you 
where the action took place on fields of honor 
around the world. 

VALOR fills you with that feeling of pride that 
comes with being an American. Don't miss this 
opportunity to spend hours reliving the amazing story 
of American bravery under fire. Order your advance 
copy of VALOR today! 


DONT MISS THESE OTHER 
FINE ACTION SERIES SPECIALS: 


MAN 

OUNTAIN MAN takes you into the 
wilderness. This special Focus Series issue tells the 
story of the modern buckskinner and his lifestyle — 
his guns and tools, clothes and shelter, his world and 
attitude. 

We begin with the history of the MOUNTAIN MAN 
— that intrepid free spirit who took on the wilds of 
America with sheer guts and a rifle. MOUNTAIN 
MAN tells you where he came from, where he’s 
going and what makes him tick. 

MOUNTAIN MAN offers in-depth coverage of: 

Blackpowder — the MOUNTAIN MAN’S best 

friend. 

The Knife — his most important tool. 

The Buckskins — his traditional outfit. 

The Rendezvous — where all mountain men 

gather. 

NeverTJefore has any magazine offered such 
in-depth coverage of today’s buckskinner like 
MOUNTAIN MAN. If you’re one of those rugged, 
do-it-yourself individuals seeking a more basic way 
of life or simply interested in a way of life you 
thought long gone, then MOUNTAIN MAN is for you. 

Order your advance copy today by filling out the 
coupon below. But hurry, quantities are limited. 


STILL AVAILABLE: 


• BEST OF SOF • FIGHTING ELITE 

• DEFENSE WEAPONS • ON THE EDGE 


• WORLD HUNTING '86 • FIGHT BACK 

• MODERN POLICE TACTICS • TERRORISM 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY STATE ZIP 

Payment must accompany order. 

□ Check/money order enclosed. 

CLIP COUPON & MAIL TO: 
ACTION/FOCUS SERIES 
P.O. BOX 693 
BOULDER, CO 80306 


Action Series 


Focus Series 


Valor 

-copies (x$2.50) 

Best Of SOF 

_copies (x$3.95) 

Defense Weapons 

_copies (x$2.50) 

Fighting Elite 

_copies (x$2.50) 

On The Edge 

_copies (x$2.50) 

Vietnam 

_copies (x$3.50) 

American Soldiers 


Of Fortune 

_copies (x$3.50) 


Postage & Handling _$U5 

3.6% sales tax (Colo. Res.) _ 

Total amount enclosed _ 


Mountain Man _copies 

World Hunting ’86 _copies 

Terrorism copies 

Modern Police _copies 

Fight Back copies 

Postage & Handling 
3.6% sales tax (Colo. Res.) 
Total amount enclosed 


(x$3.50)_ 

(x$3.50)_ 

(x$3.50)_ 

(x$3.50)_ 

(x$3.50)_ 

$1.25 


Please allow 4-6 weeks for your copy to 
date: Valor print date 9/1/86; Mountain ^ 
10/1/86. Foreign orders add $2.00 per o 
postage. U.S. FUNDS ONLY. Offer expit 





















SOF VIETNAM VET 


A WINDY CITY 

WELCOME 


Photos by Joe Smoljan 


66 


T 


OGETHER then. Together again!” That was the theme for Chicago’s 
welcome home parade for Vietnam veterans. Less than 100,000 marchers were expected, 
but over 200,000 showed up, including General William Westmoreland and entertainer 
Chris Noel, whose voice is familiar to thousands of listeners to Armed Forces Radio in 
Vietnam. The throngs of veterans were welcomed with tears and cheers, chieu hoi (open 
arms) from young and old, as they marched from Olive Park and the Navy Pier through the 
Chicago Loop to a grand finale at Grant Park. It was a long overdue day of pride, valor 
and brotherhood. * 
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CONVENTION 


Combat Weapons Expo ’86 — This year's exhibition promises to be bigger and better 

than ever, In addition to the weapons, vehicles, equipment and militaria displayed at the Sahara Space Center, 
conventioneers will also have the opportunity to witness live-fire demonstrations during Saturday’s exciting range 
program. ($3.50 daily admittance; $10 Demonstration pass to nonconventioneers.) 

Seminars — SOF’s seminars have gained a reputation as being both informative and entertaining. As a 
registered conventioneer, you won’t want to miss this year's program, including these highlights: ($15 fee per 
seminar to non-conventioneers) 


• MACV’s Special Operations Group 

• Soviet Combined Arms Forces 

• ComBloc Small Arms 


• Combating Counterinsurgency Warfare 

• International Terrorism: Facing the Threat 


• ComBloc Small Arms • Plus many more! 

3-Gun Match — Competitive shooters from around the world gather for this prestigious event held at 
the Desert Sportsman Rifle and Pistol Club. Skills with handgun, rifle and shotgun are tested, and participation is by 
invitation only. Registered conventioneers can view all the action from Wednesday through Friday. ($5 daily 
admittance range pass to nonconventioneers.) 

Firepower Demo — Ken Hackathorn will orchestrate this exciting event featuring Peter Kokalis’ 
famous machine-gun “Mad Minute” and John Donovan’s explosive finale, plus a few new surprises that promise to 
make the '86 Demo the best you’ve ever seen! ($10 Demonstration pass to nonconventioneers.) 


Pugil Stick Tournament — You won’t want to miss the fun and excitement at poolside 

Wednesday through Friday nights when would-be bayonet battlers walk the plank. A $5 donation entitles anyone to 
join the fun, and may the best man (lady?) win! (Registered conventioneers only.) 


Knife Fighting Class — We tried this for the first time last year, and participation was great. 
Learn all the basics, as taught by Cold Steel’s Lynn Thompson. This is a full participation class, with expert 
instruction. Classes will be held on Thursday, Friday and Saturday. A $5 fee will be charged to cover expenses. 
(Registered conventioneers only.) 


Operation Headhunter — This grueling cross-country obstacle course pits the individual 
against nature, requiring skills in land navigation, rappelling, climbing and endurance running. If you’ve got what it 
takes, write: ALECTO Group, P.O. Box 253, Elkhorn, NE 68022. 


Rappelling Classes — For both the beginner and the advanced, Fritz Borchardt is once again 
offering his basic and tactical courses for those interested in acquiring this important operational skill. For more 
information, write: Fritz Borchardt, P.O. Box 548, Nederland, CO 80466. 


Ride and Shoot — The ultimate convention activity. Ride a combat dune buggy and spray the enemy 
with a real M60 machine gun. If you remember the “Rat Patrol,” this is your chance to live your fantasy. Due to the 
limited schedule available, you must preregister. An additional $75 fee is required. Send your name and address 
along with your check for $75 to: SOF Ride & Shoot, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306. (Registered conventioneers 
only.) 


Jungle Walk — Stalk hidden targets along this alley of death with a combat shotgun. Twelve targets test 
not only your shooting skills, but your fieldcraft and powers of observation. Stop the clock with a head-on bayonet 
charge! A $5 donation is required, and shells may be purchased on site. Details will appear in the Official Directory 
which you will receive at the Convention. (Registered conventioneers only.) 
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7th Annual Soldier of Fortune 
Convention & 3-Gun Match/86 

Sahara Hotel Las Vegas 17-21 September. 
Sign up today for all the fun and excitement 
you’ve come to expect from the SOF 
Convention & Match: 

• New Seminars 

• New Activities 

• New Weapons Expo 

• More adventure than 
ever before! 

Room Reservations & 

Travel Services: 

In California: 

(800) 852-8866 
Outside California: 

(800) 637-2929 V j _ Y JMt. , 

CW Exposition 

Information: ‘ * 

Ralph Bicknell — r-"" 

(303)449-3750^ , ..yf* . i 


Preregister today for 
the early bird fee of $100 
and save 25 bucks! 
($125 registration fee 
after 15 August) 

Conventioneer 
Information: 
Bill Brooks — 
(919) 392-2961 

3-Gun Match 
Information: 
Michael Horn 
(805) 393-6106 
(805) 589-0152 


Conventioneer Only Preregistration Form 


Name--- 

Address__ 

City____State-Zip 


Mail to: SOF Convention *86, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 80303 

□ Enclosed find my check/money order for $100 
(payable to SOF Convention) 

Please bill my □ MasterCard □ VISA 

Card #_Exp. Date_ 

Signature__ 




































































E YES unaccustomed to the moonless 
dark and dense cover tried to pierce the 
cane thicket at the slow river’s edge. We 
peered until every scintilla reflected by leaf 
or water from the few house lights over in 
Mexico turned into a refugee trying to sneak 
into our territory. Only water gurgled and 
moved, and we began to quietly move away 
from the river with Border Patrol agents 
David Scherzer and Glenn Simpson. 

“When they cross, they’ll be easy to 
see,” whispered Simpson. 

“Yeah,” Scherzer breathed agreement, 
“They come in bunches, wading if the wa¬ 
ter’s low, or hanging onto empty bleach 
bottles ... sometimes even on cheap vinyl 
rafts.” Scherzer chuckled soundlessly 


when he mentioned the raft. 

“What’s funny about rafts?” 

Simpson snorted as Scherzer began to 
answer: “Old Glenn over here jumped from 
a tree into one of those little rubber rafts full 
of illegals a couple of weeks ago ...” 

“I couldn’t let them get away!” 4 

“Shhh. There they are,” a smudge mid¬ 
stream resolved itself into an oscillating 
chain, “Get down!” 

Scherzer waved Simpson upstream, 
dashed, hunched over, through a gap in the 
cane and hissed, “Lie down right there, and 
don’t use your flash.” 

We lay silent for 15 minutes. “Hear any¬ 
thing?” Wagging heads answered. We 
rolled out of the cane and quietly walked 


back up the slope to the bench where we’d 
last seen Simpson. 

Scherzer waved us back and signaled for 
cover and stillness with a hand flattened 
toward the ground. Five dark men shambled 
toward us on the narrow path. We tensed for 
the moment of confrontation and then re¬ 
laxed, seeing that the fifth mojado was 
Simpson. 

Three short, thin men and one little boy 
stood quietly in the starlight. They looked a 
little frightened, but mainly they were tired, 
cold and disappointed. At least they were 
dry, since Simpson had followed the sym¬ 
pathetic Laredo policy of allowing swim¬ 
mers to change their clothes before arresting 
them. Pistols still holstered, the agents 



BORDER PATROL 
PATOIS 

The small size of the Border Patrol 
family and its specialized mission create 
the need for new terms, new definitions 
for older termsy abbreviations and trans¬ 
lations of necessary Spanish and English 
idioms. 'These are the most common ele¬ 
ments of the miniature dialect the Pastrol 
has developed over the decades. (Don't 
forget: in Spanish-language loan¬ 

words is pronounced as • *h . ”) 

• Brush crew: Tracking patrols. 

• Coyote: Border slang for a smug¬ 
gler who specializes in people, bor¬ 
rowed from Mexican-Indian folklore. 

• Cut sign: Verb meaning to track or 
discover tracks of undocumented aliens 
traveling across the brush country . 

• Drag: Pulling a harrow, or even 
bedsprings on a chain, along a fenceline 
or highway shoulder to obliterate old 
tracks and soften the dirt to take the 
imprint of new tracks. 

• Detail: Temporary assignment, 
usually to accommodate extra workload. 

• Gringo; Anglo-American, adopted 
from Mexican slang. 

• Jacal: Brush shelter built for shade 
or protection from weather. 

• Migra: Mexican abbreviation of la 
migracion or immigration. Refers to all 
Immigration and Naturalization Service 
officers, but especially to the Border 
Patrol. 

• Mod squad: Urban plainclothes 
Border Patrol unit for finding illegal 
aliens trying to disappear into the border 
community. 

• Mojado: Spanish translation for 
* - wet.” Sometimes shortened to 
“mojo,” though this form is little used 
since the 1950s. 

• Norteamericano: Anglo citizen of 
the United States of America. 

• OTM: Other Than Mexican. Along 
the southern border, OTM is applied to 
all non-Mexican nationalities of illegal 
aliens. No counterpart such as “Other 
Than Canadian” has been reported on 
the northern border. 


Patrol Agent B.J. Adams herds illegals 
across the girders under the railroad 
bridge between the U.S. and Mexico. 
Photo: Glenn Simpson 

• PA: Patrol Agent, the official name 
for a member of the Border Patrol. 

• PI: Patrol Inspector, the pre-1970 
official designation of Border Patrol¬ 
men. 

• Puente: “Bridge,” the one across 
the Rio Grande 

• Rinche: Mexican transliteration of 
“ranger,” originally applied to Texas 
Rangers, but now used for both Rangers 
and Patrol agents. 

• Sign cutters: PA patrols following 
tracks (sign) of illegal aliens. 

• Sendero: “Path” in Spanish, any 
than or animal track across the brush 
country. Wets usually favor those fol¬ 
lowing high ground or fencelines. 


• Tank: Dirt-dam rain catchment re¬ 
servoir which is often the only reason¬ 
ably reliable source of water in the arid 
borderlands, also called a “stock tank.” 

• Tonk: Slang of unknown origin, 
meaning “wetback." 

• Trique bags: Pack, knapsack, bag 
or satchel for carrying food and gear. 
Patrol borrowed term from Mexicans. 

• VR: Voluntary Return, applied to 
all apprehended aliens without other cri¬ 
minal record or charges, who are willing 
to be reinstated to their nation of origin. 
Also used as a verjv meaning to trans¬ 
port back to the border, as in, “I VR’ed 
seven wets last night.” 

• Wet: Short for the older “wet¬ 
back,” originally referring to un¬ 
documented aliens who swim the Rio 
Grande, now used for all Mexican illegal 
aliens, regardless of method of trans¬ 
portation. 
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marched stooped and sober IAs up the hill 
into the sparkle of power station security 
lights and over to dark vans waiting to hold 
the night’s bag. Other agents had gathered 
from their beats, bringing their catches and 
we loaded sad refugees into the vans. The 
half-dozen agents and drivers stood chatting 
and smoking in the 0300 breeze, cooling off 
from another long, 100-degree day. 

“Do you process them now?” 

“Nothing to process,” one of the drivers 
answered, “there aren’t any OTMs. If we 
had a Salvadoran or Colombian we’d be up 
all night with him debriefing and filling out 
paperwork.” 

Agents checked in by radio and notified 
the dispatcher we were headed to the bridge 
with a load. Laughter leaked from the two 
vans and the carryall as younger Mexicans 
began to make faces and signals at each 
other between vehicles. We piled in and 
began the short drive to the middle of town. 
By the time we arrived at the parking area 
just upstream from the bridge, a half-dozen 
patrol vehicles were already there disgorg¬ 
ing probably 30 illegals, all cheerful to see 
they were being thrown back across the 
border without any trouble. 

We sauntered down the street with a cou¬ 
ple of agents and watched from a short dis¬ 
tance to make sure they all went through the 
port of entry. All in all, it had been a good 
night. High water and news of the big haul 
the night before had kept most would-be 


Anything that crosses the border that can 
hold people, will hold people. Car trunks 
are routinely inspected at both ports of 
entry and checkpoints. Photo: Glenn 
Simpson 

immigrants on the right side of the river. 

Body counts aren’t the business of the 
Border Patrol, but raw numbers show how 
hard their job is getting. The U.S. Border 
Patrol’s Southern Region, which stretches 
from eastern Arizona to north of Miami, had 
apprehended 35,614 illegal aliens in the 
first 17 days of February, 1986. Half a ton 
of cocaine had come from just one truck 
recently stopped by Border Patrol agents. 
Casualties were mounting, too. A customs 
agent had been murdered on the Papago 
Indian Reservation near Nogales and shoot¬ 
ing reports were being filed on a weekly 
basis from Chula Vista. This tidal wave 
threatened to submerge any effort at con¬ 
trolling immigration or drug importation 
into the United States. 

SOF’s tour of Border Patrol operations 
had begun with a briefing by Southern Re¬ 
gion assistant regional commissioner, Bor¬ 
der Patrol, J.W. (Bill) Carter. The tall, 
lanky third-generation Border Patrolman 
(his grandfather joined the Patrol in 1923) 
explained that this paramilitary service is 
under Immigration and Naturalization Ser¬ 
vice — the people who process legal alien 
entry — and finally answerable to the De¬ 


partment of Justice. Only 1,350 sworn 
officers of this agency bear the primary re¬ 
sponsibility for controlling illegal border 
crossing and smuggling in the critical and 
high-traffic Southern Region. 

Southern Florida is more infamous for its 
drug traffic, and there’s more violence in 
Southern California, but the hotspot for the 
trade in human souls is the Texas border 
with Mexico. According to the tally board 
hung on the waiting room wall of the Laredo 
Sector office, roughly 45 duty agents — 15 
working each of three eight-hour shifts — 
had caught 827 illegal aliens in the Laredo 
Sector, alone, on 19 February 1986. SOF 
reporters arrived the next day. 

“We’re being overwhelmed,” stated 
Laredo Sector CO Larry Teverbaugh. “Up 
till recently, we were overloaded, but hold¬ 
ing our own. We have excellent cooperation 
from other law enforcement, good com¬ 
munity relations, and good combined op¬ 
erations, with foot, vehicle, horse and air 
patrols. But there’s little we can do against 
numbers like these.” 

Teverbaugh had the figures, strategies 
and deployment of his operation at his fin¬ 
gertips, but had to break the briefing for an 
unusual ceremony. Patrol Agent J.S. Trevi¬ 
no was being presented a plaque for out¬ 
standing achievement. No, it wasn’t for 
dragging smugglers to justice, though he’d 
done enough of that. Officers of the Shrine 
of los dos Laredos — Laredo and it’s sister 
border town of Nuevo Laredo — and a 
representative of the Mexican consulate 
were honoring Trevino for his works of 
charity. He had sponsored over 50 burned 
and crippled children from Mexico and the 
U.S. for treatment in U.S. hospitals. 

“The Shrine is his second career,” 
Teverbaugh bragged after the delegation 
had left. 

“People don’t have a very clear idea of 
what we do out here,” Teverbaugh com¬ 
plained. “Part of that comes from the old 
popular image. Movies generally haven’t 
improved it. Needless to say, that Jack 
Nicholson movie, The Border didn’t help. ” 

“We didn’t have anything to do with that 
movie.” E.M. “Sonny” Orsack, patrol 
agent in charge of the Laredo North station 
had just joined us in Teverbaugh’s office, 
and he wanted to set the record straight. 
“Today’s Border Patrol agent is top quality. 
His training is demanding, his hours are 
long, his work is hard, so he has to be good. 
If you’re used to conventional law enforce¬ 
ment, you’re going to be surprised. We can 
get you on a patrol right away.” 

In popular mythology, the Border Patrol 
has been clannish, xenophobic and inclined 
to shoot first and ask questions later. But the 
new Patrol is more than professional ... 
plus they’re outspokenly sympathetic with 
their quarry. Break-time talk was full of 
observations on the average wage and gov¬ 
ernment-controlled price of tortillas in Mex¬ 
ico, as well as the world oil glut and the 
Mexican national debt. New generation pa¬ 
trolmen benefit from their generous and 
complex view of the refugee problem. We 
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saw none of the “us vs. them” mentality 
that sours many urban duty police. And the 
young patrolmen know who their real ene¬ 
mies are, too: smugglers. 

Smuggler is a generic term and contra¬ 
band varies with the smuggler’s class and 
clout. Peons swim with people, padrones 
fly cocaine and heroin, nearly everybody 
dabbles in marijuana in ounces, garbage 
bags or truckloads, and nearly any smuggler 
will smuggle nearly anything if there’s 
money in it. The problem with smugglers is 
that at any one moment Mexican and U.S. 
authorities, and other smugglers may be 
hunting them. Darwinian pressure makes 
them wary, evasive, defensive and disposes 
them toward being armed. 

“The smuggler stands out from the ille¬ 
gals if you look for him: He acts different,” 
Scherzer had warned as we drove toward 
our riverbank beat. “If we apprehend illegal 
aliens on the river tonight, the illegals will 
be docile and resigned. And that’s what gets 
you in trouble. After the first few months on 
duty you get used to catching 10 — or even 
40 — aliens. And when you catch’em, you 
say: ‘You all get over there and sit down.’ 
And they all shuffle over to where you 
pointed and they sit down. After a couple of 
years the last thing that crosses your mind is 
the gun on your hip. That’s fine until you 
accidentally comer a smuggler. 

“By the way, that’s the residence and HQ 
of one of the biggest smuggling families in 
town.” Young Hispanic men and women 
lounged in the yard and on the balconies of a 
multi-stoiy stucco house still under con¬ 
struction. As we drove by, they yelled and 
grinned and waved. Everyone else on the 
street had assumed a studied look of uncon¬ 
cern as soon as we turned the comer. For 

Being the biggest weight and volume 
carriers across the land border, 
tractor/trailer units are always prime 
targets for Patrol spot-checks. Photo: Glenn 
Simpson 



Motorbikes have recently been added to the 
Patrol’s TO&E. Photo: Glenn Simpson 

them the Border Patrol carryall seems not to 
exist, despite the ruckus. 

“This is a bad neighborhood.” 

That neighborhood was poor, crowded, 
and close to the bridge and the river. The 
river, of course, is the thing. The Rio 
Grande rises in the San Juan Mountains of 
Colorado, where it is nothing but snowmelt 
running a rocky course. After it has watered 
the orchards of the archbishop of Santa Fe 
and the ancient fields of the Pueblos, the Rio 
Bravo del Norte — as it is called in Mexico 
— loses significance as geography and be¬ 
comes perhaps the world’s sharpest, 
steepest and deepest boundary between eco¬ 
nomic systems. 

On one side the average person earns 
$12,000 a year; on the other he earns 
$1,800. On one side his infant child has a 
one percent chance of dying before its first 
birthday; on the other the child’s odds are 
nearly six times worse. On one side his 
savings will diminish in value by less than 
10 percent per annum; on the other inflation 
may steal half his few hoarded pesos in a 
year. It’s easy to see why many Mexicans 
see the Rio Grande as a golden wall, rather 
than a source of irrigation water. 

Passing into the promised land is impor¬ 
tant, because if a poor Mexican mother can 
bear her child in the United States, that child 
is a citizen of the world’s richest country. 
The Mexican’s plight is little different from 
that of a Nigerian, but Nigeria isn’t sepa¬ 
rated from the United States by a hundred 
yards of fresh water, and Mexico is. 

A Nigerian would have to secure air or 
sea transport to put himself in a position to 
be smuggled into the United States, but 
most Mexicans need only walk north. Once 
they reach the river, there are a number of 
possibilities: walk, wade, swim, float, 
climb under a bridge, hop a freight, hide in a 
truck, secure falsified papers. 

The availability of these avenues makes 


Laredo the hub of the region’s smuggling 
business. A railway bridge, two motor vehi¬ 
cle bridges and an Indian ford cross the river 
within a mile of each other. Large scale 
illegal businesses are built on and fortunes 
made from the unregulated traffic in people 
and goods. Finally, when the prospective 
new “citizens” arrive in Laredo, there is a 
large, friendly, Hispanic population which 
can provide a certain amount of cover: At 
least more camouflage is available than if a 
Mexican tried to pass for a local in North 
Dakota. 

America’s paramilitary border-guard 
force is spread thin, and relatively lightly 
equipped to deal with this human-wave 
assault on our territoiy. All Border Patrol 
officers are required to qualify with all 
issued and approved weapons, but that 
arsenal is limited: pump shotguns, HK MP5 
submachine guns, Ruger Security Six and 
S&W M-19 revolvers, and the Winchester 
Model 70 in .30-06. 

A few conventional-looking police cars 
are in the Patrol inventoiy, but most of 
Laredo Sector’s transport would be more at 
home in a military light recon unit than in a 
police vehicle park. Chevy Suburbans, 
Dodge Ram Chargers, pickups dragging 
horse and motorcycle trailers, and a handful 
of Japanese dirt bikes are supplemented by 
the old Patrol standby, the horse. 

At 0600 on Saturday morning. Agent 
Rick Aguirre politely introduced himself 
and showed us into a pickup blazoned with 
the Border Patrol blue-and-gold circle. 
“Got your salt pills and your water jug?” 

“We’ve got canteens; do we need salt 
pills?” 

“No, I’ve got some you can have. It was 
103 yesterday, but that doesn’t stop of 
Turner and J.J. They’re Old Patrol. When 
they cut sign, they stay on it till they get 
their man. We’ll need water and salt.” We 
drove to the stables where we met the riders. 

Turner and J.J. looked like old photo¬ 
graphs. Sun-seamed faces were crowned by 
ivory hat-shaded brows of men who’ve 
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It’s 85 degrees at 0300 in Laredo in 
February. David Scherzer and Bill Guthrie 
get ready to go back to HQ after a night on 
the river and in the railyards. Photo: Glenn 
Simpson 

spent their lives on horseback. They had 
already saddled their horses and were get¬ 
ting them into the trailer. 

Saturday’s work would be a combined- 
arms exercise. We would scout ahead in the 
truck, Turner and J.J. would follow the sign 
on horseback, and the air force would be 
called in when we thought we had tracked 
the wets down to a few hundred yards. 

When we were all loaded, we went on 
down the road. U.S. Highway 83 heads 
north from Laredo, first diverging about 20 
miles east of the Rio Grande, and then 
roughly paralleling it for some 40 miles 
before it turns into U.S. 81. As the first 
highway inland from the border, 83 is the 



Vegetable produce covered 400 pounds of 
illicit drugs confiscated by Patrol Agent Art 
Gutierrez. Photo: Glenn Simpson 


first collection point for mojados who have 
arranged to be picked up. Those who are 
simply walking away from the border just 
north of Laredo must cross 83 on the way to 
catch a bus at Freer or just to walk the 160 
miles cross-country to San Antonio. This 
highway intersects all these routes. 

Tourists must have wondered what the 
Patrol vehicles were doing as the two pick¬ 
ups snaked back and forth from the highway 
to the fenceline and back, carefully check¬ 
ing points where ridgelines crossed the 
highway. At our first stop, under a high- 
tension line crossing, we found mixed 
tracks of cowboy-type boots and athletic 
shoes. Churned earth — they had stood 
waiting by the fence for some time the night 
before — was dotted with cigarette butts 
and scraps of plastic wrap with bits of food 
clinging to them. Mud-and-snow tire tracks 
swerved right up to the fence and the foot¬ 
prints disappeared. The illegals had been 
picked up in a truck. Aguirre radioed a 
report to the dispatcher, we all got back in 
the vehicles and drove north. 

A couple of ridgelines along, Turner and 
J.J. stopped — much Border Patrol sign 
cutting seems to be done leaning out of a 
pickup window, staring at the ground, driv¬ 
ing 30 mph with one hand — and began 
casting about for tracks to supplement the 
wind-blown prints they’d seen from the 
truck. Sure enough, the track picked up on 
the other side of the road. 

“Men traveling by foot in this country 
stick to ridges and mesa tops,” Aguirre 
explained, “you can’t see where you’re 



LA MIGRA WANTS 
YOU! 

If challenging and often adventurous 
work in law enforcement with a disci¬ 
plined unit sounds like your kind of job, 
there’s good news: The Patrol is hiring. 
Cutbacks and budget-balancing may 
affect this in the near future, but for now 
the Border Patrol is looking for qualified 
applicants. 

Formal qualifications are few: You 
must be at least 18 years old, and be able 
to pass a written examination and an oral 
board. But those qualifications aren’t 
what cut most would-be PAs; it’s the 
competition. Starting pay is good and 
there’s more paid overtime than most 
agents want, so be prepared to go head- 
to-head with some of the most ambitious 
applicants for government service. 

Making the first cut doesn’t guarantee 
a job, either. Border Patrol Academy in 
Glynco, Georgia, covers the range of 
law, patrolling, tracking and public rela¬ 
tions minimally required of an agent. 
That’s hard enough, but in that 17 weeks 
you must also come up to the Patrol’s 
mark for proficiency in Spanish lan¬ 
guage. And all the agents we talked to 
raved about the all-arms firearms in¬ 
struction. (Duty patrolmen won the 


Patrol Agent Glenn Simpson poses with 
the illegal-filled raft he captured by 
leaping from a tree over the Rio 
Grande. Photo; Glenn Simpson 

Texas state PPC team title the last two 
years in a row, and last year finished 
second in the nation to the Secret Ser¬ 
vice). 

Sounds tough? It is. Out of the selec¬ 
tion of pre-qualified applicants, over 30 
percent drop out of the academy. 

Perhaps because of the difficulty of 
winning such choice, government- 


supported. paramilitary* work, it sounds 
too good to give up, How do openings 
appear? 

“That’s easy,” offered one senior 
agent. “ 'Desertion’ to other agencies is 
frequent. Other law-enforcement agen¬ 
cies like patrolmen, since they’re edu¬ 
cated, drilled in law and intensively 
trained with firearms. And we’ve all got 
field experience.” 

If the Border Patrol sounds like the 
service for you, write your nearest U.S. 
government Office of Personnel Man¬ 
agement. 
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Patrol Agent R.T. Connelly shows MP5 just 
picked up from highway checkpoint in 
aftermath of Libyan terrorist scare. Photo: 
Bill Guthrie 


going or if you’re being followed if you’re 
down in the valleys. It’s easier to keep a line 
if you can see something in the distance, 
like a deer stand, a water tower or a house. ’ ’ 

On the west side of 83 we saw that the 
tracks were of at least four people, and again 
there was a mixture of athletic shoes and 
block-heeled boots. The patrolmen couldn’t 
swear how many men were in the group, 
because the breeze had stiffened in the last 
couple of hours and gusts of 40 mph were 
rapidly flattening and gouging the shallow 
marks in loose soil. Agent Turner glared at 
the granite-colored skies and offered his 
judgement that the track might not last much 
longer so we should get going. 

By the standard plan, the horsemen un¬ 
loaded their animals, mounted and began 
following the most likely sendero. We took 
off east down a clay road at 25 mph, Aguirre 
continuing to lean out his window looking at 
the ground, occasionally ducking back in 
the cab to avoid branches. A few miles of 
this brought us to a crossroad. We turned 
back to the north and slowed, the better to 
inspect the tracks. 

“You see anything out your side?” 

“No.” 

“Well, you keep lookin’. If you think 
you see anything, you tell me and we’ll 
stop.” 

After hurtling another 400 yards over the 
wind-cleaned clay a pile of dust showed 
some texture. 

“Stop, I see something.” 

The wind was blowing so hard by this 
time, that the sandy piles of anthills were 


Continued on page 82 


Horses have competition from motorbikes 
and aircraft, but the traditional mount of 
the Border Patrol still rates for toughness, 
mobility and silence. Photo: Dale Andrade 

Beating the cane near the river is a regular 
detail for patrol agents of the Laredo sector. 
Photo: Dale Andrade 
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SOF TECH REVIEW 



OOD 
HEAT IN 


T IRED of seeing shoot-’em-up shows on 
the tube where actors use weapons that 
are either outdated or unrealistic? Well, one 
of the most popular shows today, NBC’s 
Miami Vice , is out to break that trend. The 
series is certainly not the most realistic 
when it comes to portraying the life of a vice 
cop in Miami’s underworld drug trade, but 
it does have a couple of things going for it: 
Miami Vice owes much of its success to 
slick production and exotic weaponry. 
State-of-the-art firearms have added to the 
popularity of Miami Vice and helped set it 
apart from other cop shows. 

Early films and television shows were 
sadly lacking in weapons realism, but since 


SIG-Sauer P220, modified to shoot blanks, 
differs from original only in a shroud fitted 
over the ejection port and relocation of the 
magazine catch. 



P220’s main changes for blank adaptation 
are in the barrel, which has to be modified 
to remove its lock up. Note the difference in 
the standard barrel, below. 



the 1970s the entertainment industry has 
managed to come up with quality firearms 
and qualified professionals to instruct actors 
in their use. Today, the film and television 
industry seems to be expending consider¬ 
able effort to ensure that the guns being used 
are authentic for the period and situation 
portrayed. 

Miami Vice followed this trend of atten¬ 
tion to weapons detail by arming Sonny 
Crockett (played by Don Johnson) with one 
of the latest combat handguns — the 10mm 
Bren Ten auto-pistol. This double-action 
pistol owes much of its design to the 
Czechoslovakian CZ 75 double-action, 
9mm, 15-shot auto-pistol. 

Miami Vice director Michael Mann first 
selected the Bren Ten for Don Johnson on 
the advice of actor and top IPSC competitor, 
Jim Zubiena. Zubiena, who has appeared as 
a hit man in a Miami Vice episode, also 
gave technical assistance to the series by 
teaching both Johnson and co-star Phillip 
Michael Thomas the basics of gun handling. 
Both actors spent several days with Jim at 
his private range; Don Johnson, according 
to reports, is now a pretty good pistol shot. 

Originally, Johnson was to be armed with a 
SIG-Sauer P220. However, the decision was 
made to arm Johnson with a state-of-the-art 
pistol — the Bren Ten. Unfortunately, in real 
life, the Bren Ten project has experienced a 
number of production problems and its manu¬ 
facturer, Domhaus and Dixon, has gone belly- 
up in the gun market. This development would 
leave Detective Crockett carrying a pistol 
which is not in use by any law enforcement 
agency in the country. 

The decision was made to rearm Miami 
Vice actors with new handguns more in line 
with day-to-day law enforcement reality: 
Johnson will be getting a .45 caliber Smith 
& Wesson Model 645 auto-pistol. This is 
Smith’s latest offering based on the earlier 
Model 39/59 series adopted by a number of 
police agencies. 

In effect, the 645 is an enlarged Model 
39/59 that has been chambered for .45 caliber 
instead of 9mm. Like the 59, and the Bren Ten 
for that matter, it’s a double-action, semi¬ 
automatic pistol that permits the hammer to be 
trigger cocked for the first shot. However, 
unlike the Bren Ten, it cannot be safely carried 
cocked and locked. This is because the safety 
drops the hammer when applied instead of 
locking it in the cocked position. 



Miami Vice’s Don Johnson and Phillip 
Michael Thomas in action during a shoot on 
the set. Johnson will reportedly receive $1.5 
million this season for his portrayal of an 
undercover vice cop. Photo courtesy NBC 

Don Johnson is not the only one in the series 
getting a new gun. A number of SIG-Sauer 
P220 autos are also slated to appear in the 
hands of other Miami Vice characters. The 
P220 is another double-action auto that has 
found favor with both military and law en¬ 
forcement personnel. It’s a clever design 
which uses a variety of cheaper construction 
methods including an alloy frame and various 
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New Hardware Muscles 
in on the Action 

by SOF Staff 



high-quality metal stampings that help keep 
production costs down without detracting 
from the weapon’s overall performance. The 
result is a robust, accurate and reliable pistol 
that’s simple to operate and shoot. 

Miami Vice's use of exotic firearms is not 
just confined to handguns. Jim Zubiena 
used a SPAS 12 combination auto-pump 
shotgun when he appeared on the show. 
Co-star Thomas (who plays Rico Tubbs) 
has used a modified Ithaca 12-gauge shot¬ 
gun called a Stakeout which he carries con¬ 
cealed in a special quick-draw shoulder rig. 
Other weapons used have included various 
submachine guns such as the UZI, a 


chopped M-16 called a K Gun, the Desert 
Eagle .357 auto, and the Detonics Mark IV 
9mm. The Mark IV, which will be used as 
an ankle back-up gun, has been plagued 
with functioning problems. 

The K Gun is the product of La France 
Specialties (P.O. Box 178211, San Diego, 
CA 92117). This company, headed by Tim 
La France, a firearms designer and gun¬ 
smith who has been producing guns for the 
movie industry since 1982, is also mod¬ 
ifying the S&W 645 and SIG-Sauer P220s 
so that they can shoot blanks. La France 
Specialties specializes in manufacturing 
large caliber pocket autos, and also works 


on fully automatic firearms for various law 
enforcement agencies. 

Unlike revolvers, which can shoot blanks 
without any problem, self-loading firearms 
require considerable modification before 
they’ll gobble this Hollywood ammo. Auto¬ 
loaders depend on pressure built up by the 
rapidly expanding gases driving the bullet 
down the barrel to eject the spent case, 
chamber a fresh round and re-cock the ac¬ 
tion. When a blank is fired, pressures never 
get high enough to cycle the action. 

Getting a semi-automatic pistol to shoot 
blank ammunition is not a simple task. The 
problem here is that most auto-pistols em- 
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ploy a locked-breech action that keeps the 
action closed until pressures have dropped 
low enough to allow the slide to safely start 
moving back. To get a blank to fire, the 
pistol has to be modified so that it operates 
as a straight blowback-action type weapon. 
This means removing the breech-locking 
mechanism and occasionally replacing the 
existing recoil springs with lighter ones. 
This, combined with a suppressor which is 
usually screwed into the barrel, allows the 
gun to operate with blanks. 

To function reliably, the relationship be¬ 
tween the power generated by the blank 
cartridge and the tension of the recoil spring 
is critical. In addition, as the blank case is 


The S&W 645 is a scaled-up version of the 
Model 39/59 series which has had its share 
of problems. 



Miami Vice often uses some exotic-looking 
guns, like La France Specialties 7 K Gun — 
a chopped M16. 




Olivia Brown (with pump-action shotgun) 
and Saundra Santiago help round out the 
diverse Miami Vice acting crew. They stand 
ready to deliver some firepower — if the 
script calls for it. Photo courtesy NBC 

often longer than a standard cartridge case, 
the front of the ejection port has to be 
opened up to allow the case to clear during 
ejection. And they have to get it right: Mal¬ 
functions mean filming retakes, and that can 
be expensive. 

La France has also modified the maga¬ 
zine catches of the P220s. Instead of the 
conventional catch at the bottom of the grip, 
he has converted it to a button type located 
just behind the trigger. In effect, he’s con¬ 
verted the P220 into the P226, a pistol that 
has been adopted by many law enforcement 
agencies in the United States. Finally, at the 
request of the director, all the Miami Vice 
P220s have been satin-nickel plated so that 
they can be better seen on film. The Smith & 
Wesson 645 does not need this since it’s 
already a stainless-steel handgun. 


The man who introduced Tim La France 
to the movie-industry gun business was Joe 
Swanson, a blank ammunition supplier to 
the movie industry (P.O. Box 328, Descan- 
so, CA 92016). Joe produces loads for all 
types of firearms. In many ways, his blanks 
are just as important as the blank-shooting 
guns themselves. Not only must the case be 
properly sized and crimped, but it has to 
have sufficient powder to generate enough 
pressure to function the action of the gun. In 
addition, Swanson must provide movie 
directors with exaggerated muzzle flash 
beyond what a normal cartridge will gener¬ 
ate. 

Another critical aspect of the behind-the- 
scenes operation, even when using blank 
ammo, is safety. Don’t forget the tragic 
death of actor Jon Eric Hexum who 
accidentally killed himself with a .44 Mag¬ 
num blank a few years back. While fooling 
around on the set, he put the barrel of a 
revolver loaded with blanks to his head and 
pulled the trigger. The charge in the blank 
was powerful enough to send a bone splinter 
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BOTTOM RIGHT: On the set of Miami 
Vice, Phillip Michael Thomas is outfitted 
with a quick-draw shoulder rig, designed by 
the Miami Vice prop department, for his 
modified Ithaca Stakeout gun — his 
trademark for the 1985-1986 season. Photo: 
Phyllis Reison 


ABOVE: Smith & Wesson’s Model 645 has 
been adopted in Miami Vice’s armory for 
next season. S&W’s new .45 has already 
been criticized by Jeff Cooper, the founder 
of modern combat pistol techniques. 


BELOW: Miami Vice crew prepares 
weapons for filming: Model 49 Bodyguard 
.38, modified Ithaca Stakeout, and the old 
Bren Ten. Photo: Phyllis Reison 


into his brain. 

The lesson was not lost on the movie and 
TV film industry. Actors now get plenty of 
coaching in both the safety aspects of the 
guns they are using and how to shoot them. 
But even that is not enough. Actors never 
aim their weapons directly at their co- 
workers even when the cameras are rolling. 
Each scene is carefully choreographed so as 
to make it appear that people are shooting at 
each other. Camera crews also get protec¬ 
tion in the form of clear plexiglass screens 
that are placed between them and the 
firearms. 

When everything finally comes together 
on the set, the guns and blanks, combined 
with the acting ability of the stars, create 
those vivid shoot-out scenes that keep view¬ 
ers on the edge of their seats. Miami Vice 
certainly has all the excitement along with 
up-to-date weaponry. In fact, by the time 
you read this article. Sonny Crockett will 
probably be carrying the S&W 645 and his 
compatriots will have their SIGs. So, the 
next time you see Crockett and Tubbs in 
action with their new arsenal, just remem¬ 
ber how much work goes on behind the 
scenes to create those gunfights that helped 
make Miami Vice a solid ratings winner. ^ 
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Bruce Nelson stitches a holster in his 
Tucson, Arizona workshop. 



BRUCE 

NELSON’S 

COMBAT 

LEATHER 

Unheralded Holsters 
Hit the Big Time 

Text & Photos by Peter G. Kokalis 


C USTOM leathermakers have churned 
out any number of holsters for profes¬ 
sionals who need top-notch tools of the 
trade. One of them is about to emerge as 
king of the mountain. 

For more than a decade, Bruce Nelson 
remained a shadowy underground figure 
among professional gunslingers. Eagerly 


sought after by professionals, Nelson’s 
holsters were, to most, an unobtainable 
legend. His life of 60-hour weeks in law 
enforcement meant there was little time for 
making holsters. But Bruce has just hung up 
his duty-gun belt in order to devote full 
energy to hand-crafting combat leather. 

Nelson’s designs are based on his many 


years in law enforcement and competitive 
practical shooting. He served at every level 
from uniformed patrol officer to detective 
and undercover agent. He spent a number of 
years in narcotics investigation with the 
California Department of Justice’s, Bureau 
of Narcotic Enforcement. Much of his law- 
enforcement career centered around 
firearms training for special agents in his 
department and for police departments 
throughout California. 

Bruce was one of IPSC’s founding mem¬ 
bers in 1976. He was also a participant in the 
famous Bear Valley Gunslinger matches 
conducted by Jeff Cooper, which served as 
a research laboratory to develop Cooper’s 
widely copied techniques. When Cooper 
opened his Gunsite facility in 1976, Nelson 
was his first staff instructor, a position he 
continues to hold today. But Bruce actually 
started making holsters even before he 
pounded the pavement as a beat cop. At the 
age of 18, Bruce was one of John Bianchi’s 
first employees. 

His credentials are obvious, so let’s take a 
look at some of the important concepts Nel¬ 
son has incorporated into his designs. 

A well-designed combat holster must 
place your handgun at the ready position at 
all times without restricting your normal 
daily activities. When worn by plainclothes 
personnel, it must also maximize whatever 
concealment potential the pistol possesses. 
A proper rig must also permit a full and final 
firing grip upon initial contact with the 
weapon. Weapon retention qualities are 
equally important, most often addressed by 
others through means of retaining devices 
such as dot snaps or velcro fastemers. Ex¬ 
cept where required to enhance safety (an¬ 
kle or shoulder holsters), they should be 
avoided since they impede the draw and 


Nelson’s concealment sheath for Ai Mar’s 
SERE lock folder. 
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usually interfere with the proper firing grip. 
Holsters should be hand fitted to the pistol 
they are intended to carry and at first must fit 
like a new pair of shoes or their retention 
abilities will fade in a short time. The belt 
must be matched to the holster and maga¬ 
zine pouches, and should be as thick and 
wide as practical. Properly designed gun 
belts are part of the holster’s support system 
and must fit snugly to prevent wobble or 
shifting of the holster’s location. Finally, 
these concepts must be executed with high 
quality, tough, dense leather for maximum 
durability. 

Nelson has combined these concepts with 
his years of street-wise experience to create 
some pretty slick leather. Twenty years ago 
most competition and combat strong-side 
belt holsters had a muzzle rearward rake. 
This fetish finally reached 45 degrees. As 
the angle increased, it became more diffi¬ 
cult to bury the web of the hand into the 
pistol’s upper backstrap and a consistent 
firing grip became impossible. In 1967, 
Bruce designed his #1 Professional holster 
for semi-auto pistols that reversed this 
grotesque fad. His holster is configured for 
a straight-drop angle and allows the fore¬ 
arm/wrist angle to remain constant through¬ 
out the draw. 

A double belt-loop system pulls the grip 
area of the frame into the body and enhances 
concealment. These double belt loops also 
permit the # 1 Professional to be attached to 
the belt in the cross-draw position. I have 
two #1 Professional holsters, one for the 
compact Colt Officer’s Model .45 ACP and 
the other for my Glock 17. I use both in the 
cross-draw mode. 

Carrying your pistol in the cross-draw 
position offers several important advan¬ 
tages. When you commence the draw, you 
don’t telegraph your movements to poten¬ 
tial opponents on the flanks or to the rear 
nearly as much as you would cranking up 
your arm to draw from the strong side. The 
cross-draw is also superior in both comfort 
and access when sitting in a vehicle. And 
when clearing leather while wearing a jack¬ 
et you merely reach inside for the pistol 
instead of sweeping the coat open first. At 
least two prominent holster makers produce 
copies of the # 1 Professional and both cred¬ 
it Nelson for the design. Bruce’s version 
sells for $63. 

Another equally famous Nelson holster is 
the #10 Summer Special, which costs $32. 
This inside-the-pants rig has a metal-lined 
top band to prevent the holster from collaps¬ 
ing after the pistol has been removed and to 
insure instant reholstering. Precision hand 
molded from unfinished, thin leather, the 
rough-out texture prevents the holster from 
slipping about and increases stability. A 
single, non-pivoting strap with a one-way 
“pull the dot’’ snap secures this high- 
concealment, high-comfort scabbard to 
your belt. 

There has long been a need for a truly 
efficient and diverse holster for mounting in 
briefcases, purses, vehicles, on night stands 
and under counter tops. Bruce’s #25 holster 



#1 Professional holster and double 
magazine pouch for the Glock 17. This 
combination provides for a total of 52 
rounds of firepower. 

which sells for $79 can be attached to a flat, 
lined-leather backing. Velcro strips, snaps 
and grommets are all provided so the holster 
can be attached to almost any surface and 
yet be instantly moved to another locatioh. 
Fitted for my Colt stainless steel Officer’s 
Model, I chose to mount this versatile rig on 
the map case door of my van’s center con¬ 
sole. 

Magazine pouches are every bit as impor¬ 
tant as the holster itself. For speed loading, 
the top 1 Vz inches of the magazine should be 
exposed and the magazine must be oriented 
so the bullets are forward (in the direction of 
the belt buckle) when the pouch is located 
on the left waist (for a righthanded shooter). 
There has, to my knowledge, never been a 
recorded instance where more than one 
speed load was required in an actual gun 
fight. Single magazine pounches will do for 
the street. Single magazine pouches cost 


#10 Summer Special inside-the-pants 
holster with new stainless steel PPK .380 
pistol. 




Nelson’s #25 holster with stainless steel Colt 
Officer’s Model attached to the map-case 
door of automobile’s center console. 


$18 while double magazine pouches are 
priced at $30 apiece. 

Anyone who attaches $90 worth of cus¬ 
tom combat leather to a flimsy $10 dress 
belt is begging to lose the firelight. The gun 
belt’s importance cannot be underestimated 
and it must match the integrity of the holster 
and magazine pouch. It should be fabricated 
from tough, dense leather. Lined with leath¬ 
er, the total thickness should be approx¬ 
imately x /a inch. Nelson’s belts feature re¬ 
duced thickness in the buckle area to ease 
buckling and solid brass buckles. While 
available in widths from 1 inch to l 3 A inch¬ 
es, my personal choice is 1 Vz inches for the 
.45 ACP or 9mm pistols. This belt costs 

Continued on page 94 
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SOF UNIT REPORT 


AIRBORNE 

Republic Of \i I ^ I I 
China Jumps W I u mm 
in the Shadow of the Dragon 

by Michael R. Doyle 



|> 

JLFlG surprises come in 
small packages, many times 
out of the sky. A good exam¬ 
ple is the military might of the 
Republic of China (R.O.C,) 
on the island province of 
Taiwan. The Republic of Chi¬ 
na is in the unenviable posi¬ 
tion of sitting in the offshore 
shadow of a gargantuan main¬ 
land communist adversary. 

Although vastly outnum¬ 
bered, the R.O.C. defense 
forces maintain a proficient 
state of readiness. 

Spearheading the R.O.C. 
defense forces are two air¬ 
borne brigades, the 1st and 2nd battle groups, and a special forces group. 
These are supplemented by a classified number of small commando units 
such as the long range amphibious reconnaissance team and the 1232 
Special Forces Rough Terrain Unit. All these units, as well as the army and 
marine scuba units, are airborne qualified. 

In addition, select troops among the R.O.C. ’s navy, marine corps and air 
force are parachute trained. All told, about 250,000 military servicemen 
have become airborne qualified in the Republic of China. 

The R.O.C.’s airborne, special forces, army aviation assets and its 
airbome/special warfare/army aviation schools, along with an infantry divi¬ 
sion and an armored brigade, come under the umbrella of a specially 
designed Airborne and Special Forces Command. It is headquartered at Ping 
Tung in southern Taiwan, about 45 minutes by jeep from the southern port 
city of Kaohsiung. 


The venerable 
C-119 — the 
Flying Boxcar — 
is the primary 
air delivery asset 
on Taiwan 
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BELOW: Mass 
jump exercises 
are a common 
sight over 
Taiwan. 



Although the command complex itself is unpretentious — which is in 
keeping with the R.O.C. government’s austerity program — the facility is 
the R.O.C. version of Fort Benning. It includes the parachute school and the 
rigger facilities, as well as the Basic Officer (Airborne) and General Officer 
(Airborne) schools. The Basic Officer School trains cadres from the com¬ 
pany and battalion levels; the General Officer School trains officers of the 
brigade level and higher in division tactics and strategic operations. There is 
also an NCO school which trains for the company level. 

Included among other courses are the following: special warfare training, 
aggression training, ranger instructor course, a demolition course, an intelli¬ 
gence NCO course, special warfare maneuver course, cold weather warfare, 
search operations and an intelligence cadre course. The aviation section 
provides pilot training, an instrument flying course, a test pilot course, an 
aviation maintenance officer course, an aviation technician course, fixed 
wing maintenance, rotary wing maintenance and mountain flying. 

Instruction also is provided 
for rough terrain parachuting, 
military free-fall parachuting, 
seaborne infiltration and jun¬ 
gle warfare. Other specialized 
schools with classified topics 
are scheduled as needed. 

All male R.O.C. citizens in 
the select age group are obli¬ 
gated for a minimum of mili¬ 
tary service. Airborne units 
are composed only of volun¬ 
teers, however, after they 
have completed basic training 
and initial assignment. Selec¬ 
tion for airborne training is 
quite rigorous. 




TOP: How you 
land is just as 
important as 
how you jump. 
An R.O.C. para 
undergoes 
refresher 
training. 


ABOVE: A stick 
of Republic of 
China paras 
await the order 
to stand and 
hook up. 
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A Spartan lifestyle awaits the successful airborne candidate in the Repub¬ 
lic of China. Barracks amenities taken for granted at Fort Benning are 
conspiciously absent at Ping Tung. The paratroopers are rostered to work in 
the cook house to prepare food for their own units. The food, like everything 
at Ping Tung, is simple but adequate. Discipline and military courtesy are 
strictly enforced, but officers 
share most of the hardships 
with their men. 

The daily training is a tough 
and continuous regimen, be¬ 
ginning at dawn and con¬ 
tinuing well into the night. 

Peak physical fitness and ad¬ 
vanced combat skills are para¬ 
mount to any paratroops, but 
even more so when you’re 
part of an army that remains 
on a war footing. Whenever 
you see R.O.C. paras moving 
about, it’s always at the dou¬ 
ble. They seem to be forever 
dog-trotting cross-country on 
forced marches in full combat 
kit. All Chinese airborne per¬ 
sonnel are highly trained and 
daily practiced in Chinese 
martial arts disciplines. 

All of this is tested each De¬ 
cember at the Armed Forces 
Sports Competition. During 
five days of intense competi¬ 
tion, R.O.C. servicemen from 
all branches vie to be cham¬ 
pions in combat-related ath¬ 
letic events; including gre¬ 
nade throwing, the obstacle 
course (in full combat load), 

5,000 meter run with combat 
kit and rifle, shooting both in¬ 
dividual and crew-served 
weapons (this includes 
weapon servicing, operating 
and maintenance), unarmed 
combat and combat swim¬ 
ming. 

The C-119 
Flying Boxcars 
are gradually 
being replaced 
by C-130s. 



ABOVE: Move 
out! With Hueys 
in the 

background, 
R.O.G. troopers 
engage in 
frequent 
airmobile ops. 

LEFT: R.O.C. 
jump wings 
awarded foreign 
students. 













ABOVE: 

Republic of 
China jump 
wings; bottom to 
top, basic, senior 
and master. 

RIGHT: The 
distinctive 
looking wings 
awarded for 
rough 
terrain-qualified 
jumpers. 


After this event each year, airborne qualified troops deploy into the snowy 
mountains of central Taiwan for three months of winter training. The 
program includes skiing, rock climbing, rope-work, rappelling and general 
winter-survival skills. 

Like other R.O.C. armed forces units, airborne troopers assist local 

farmers at harvest time. This 
not only is good public rela¬ 
tions, but a boost to the agri¬ 
cultural economy as well. The 
troops, and the people they are 
to defend and serve, gain a 
better understanding of each 
other. Other civil assistance 
programs include free medical 
field clinics, environmental 
sanitation and recreational 
activities. 

But the most common sight 
is Chinese paratroopers prac¬ 
ticing what they do best: air¬ 
borne assaults. They are fast 
and mobile masters of vertical 
envelopment. Combat jumps 
are rehearsed continually 
from an aging fleet of C-l 19 
Flying Boxcars r plus UH-1 
Hueys — which serves a dual 
gunship role — and CH-47 
Chinooks. The C-l 19’s are to 
be supplemented with C- 
130s, due to be delivered in 
late 1986, 

ABOVE: 

Airborne recruit 
stands for 
inspection of his 
rig. 
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R.O.C. AIRBORNE 
ORIGINS 

Formal large-scale military 
parachute training for Chinese 
troops did not begin until 
1944, five years before the 
communist hordes under 
Chairman Mao pushed the 
Nationalist Army of Gener¬ 
alissimo Chiang Kai-Shek off 
the mainland to the island 
province of Taiwan. Allied 
assistance was an integral part 
of the early Chinese airborne 
effort in special operations. 

But getting conventional 
Chinese airborne units off the 
ground was delayed until late 
in the war because of a ruth¬ 
less Japanese occupation and the resulting shortage of air¬ 
craft and instructors. 

Gilbert Stuart, an Australian engineer and a full colonel 
in the Chinese 5th Army, formed the Paratroop Comman¬ 
dos at Kangtowtsun, which is in the vicinity of Kunming, 
for its regular army troops in late 1944. A Chinese army 
storm corps of airborne troops was formally established in 
April 1945. 

Also assisting in the Chinese airborne effort was the 
United States’ Office of Strategic Services (OSS), which 
raised Chinese parachute units of its own. The OSS opera¬ 
tion in China was styled after the British Special Operations 
Executive, which operated in most other occupied coun¬ 
tries. 

The OSS parachute school initially trained Chinese guer¬ 
rilla bands, but because of the pressing necessities of the war 
effort, training was a quick and dirty version of what air¬ 
borne troops receive today. OSS classes typically lasted a 
day or two. After completing this course, guerrillas were 
dropped behind the Japanese lines equipped with light 
weapons, radios and explosives. One of the most successful 
of these airborne guerrilla ops was the destruction of the 
Peking/Hankow railroad bridge over the Yellow River by 
Chinese guerrillas operating with OSS operative “St. Cyr.” 

Encouraged by this success against the Japanese invad¬ 
ers, and prodded by the OSS and U.S. Army leaders, 
Chiang Kai-Shek decided in January 1945 to organize 20 
commando units of 200 Chinese paratroopers each. These 
commando units were to operate behind the Jap lines with 
OSS advisers. Only 12 such units were formed before 
Japan surrendered. 

One example of heroism from the brief war service of 
Chinese paratroops involved their airborne infiltration of 
POW camps run by the Japanese. The OSS began forming 
six-man mercy teams to parachute into these POW camps. 
Their aim was to render medical aid and otherwise assure 
the proper treatment of POWs. They also could witness and 
report — presuming they survived themselves — any war 
crimes committed by the Japanese. Finally, once the cap- 
tors withdrew, these Chinese infiltrators were tasked with 
clearing and preparing air strips for the speedy evacuation 
of POWs. 


1948 pattern 
wings are worn 
only by R.O.C. 
paras who 
fought the 
Chinese 
communists. 

With the exception of limited military action in specific 
areas assisting the Allies, World War II was over for China’s 
airborne troops. But then came the long and brutal years of 
civil war in which they fought on both sides, one aided and 
exploited by the Soviet Union and the other, the unsuccessful 
nationalist movement, led by Chiang Kai-Shek. 

On 8 December 1949, Chiang Kai-Shek’s forces formally 
withdrew to the offshore province of Taiwan with hopes of 
rebuilding their battered ranks and launching a counterattack 
on the mainland. Meanwhile, communist forces continued to 
attack island outposts of the Nationalist government of the 
Republic of China set up by Chiang Kai-Shek. 

Meanwhile, the successor to the OSS, the Central Intelli¬ 
gence Agency, assisted the government on Taiwan by 
inserting agents by parachute back onto the mainland. A 
special unit of 200 paratroopers was formed under the 
Intelligence Board of the R.O.C. ? s Ministry of National 
Defense. The operational cover was blown in November 
1952, when two CIA operatives were captured on the 
mainland. John Downey and Richard Fecteau spent 20 
years behind bars in the People’s Republic of China. 

CIA efforts to assist the followers of Chiang Kai-Shek in 
retaking their homeland from the communists continued, 
especially with remnant Nationalist troops that withdrew 
into Burma. But as the communist government consoli¬ 
dated its gains and solidified its hold on the mainland - — 
with generous military assistance from the Soviet Union — 
U.S. assistance steadily decreased. 

Yet the agency maintained clandestine resupply mis¬ 
sions of U.S. weapons, ammunition and supplies. And 
parachutes continued to play a vital role. These supply 
drops were made from unmarked C-46 and C-47 aircraft 
into the mountainous district of Mong Hsat. Agents and 
liaison officers were also parachuted in. An airstrip even¬ 
tually made possible a direct air link with Taiwan. By 1951, 
though, some of the Nationalist troops in Burma were 
withdrawn to the new island home of their government. 

Many remained behind, however, to intermarry with 
locals. Thousands of their descendants still fight and die 
among the English-speaking Karens who are fighting en¬ 
slavement by today’s repressive government in Burma. 
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Training is more 
important than 
ever in the 
Republic of 
China, which 
maintains a 
constant vigil 
against its 
communist 
mainland 
adversary. 


The Airborne and Special Warfare Command also serves as a reserve 
force at the disposal of the R.O.C. Army General Headquarters to conduct 
airborne or airmobile ops in offensive or defensive combat. The ASWC 
Command is responsible for the security of the southern part of Taiwan. 

R.O.C. special forces were first organized in January 1958 at Lungtan, 
Taiwan. The 1st Group consisted of five battalions of about 500 men each 
and a headquarters element. The 2nd Group was formed later that year with 
three battalions of 400 men and its own headquarters. The 3rd Group was 
formed in 1960, followed by formation of the 4th Group the next year. All 
were assigned to Lungtan, but each had a separate mission. 

Prior to the establishment of diplomatic ties between Washington and 
Peking, U.S. Green Beret units cross-trained regularly with R.O.C. SF 
groups. The biggest joint exercise was an annual venture called “Forward 
Thrust,” which focused on infiltration, guerrilla warfare and civil affairs 
techniques. Unofficial — and unconfirmed — reports had SF units from 
Taiwan providing intelligence assets to assist the United States in the early 
years of the Vietnam War. 

In the years since, as support from the United States and other old allies has 

dwindled, the Republic of Chi¬ 
na has been compelled to tight¬ 
en its military belt even further. 
Its special forces units at Lung¬ 
tan were consolidated into a 
single multi-mission group. 
Unconventional warfare train¬ 
ing was broadened to include 
the 1st and 2nd battle groups, 
giving Taiwan’s strategic plan¬ 
ners more bang for their mili¬ 
tary buck. These planners still 
see a military invasion by main¬ 
land China as a very real threat. 
So a war footing remains con¬ 
stant. Because of that, much of 
the information about R.O.C. 
defense forces is necessarily 
vague. But you can bet they are 
rough. And they are ready. ^ 


JUMP WITH 
THE ROC AIRBORNE 

Jump with the ROC airborne! Now’s 
your chance. The International Associa¬ 
tion of Airborne Veterans (IAAV) is 
organizing a friendship jump tour of the 
Republic of China for its members in 
November 1986. Participants will jump 
a C-119 and will be awarded jump wings 
and certificates. SOF personnel will par¬ 
ticipate For further info write: The 
Director, J A A V, Suite 181,606 W. Bar¬ 
ry St., Chicago, 1L 60657. 



Airborne 
troopers in fire 
and maneuver 
exercise with the 
Republic of 
China’s version 
of the M14. 
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SOF COMBAT REPORT 


RIGHT: Young KPNLF soldier prepares to 
move off on the night operation against Ang 
Kansang dike. Protective amulets are 
carried around the neck, a krama , or 
Khmer scarf around the forehead — and an 
AK on the shoulder. 
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ABOVE: Soeun Rien, 14, stands guard 
with his Czech vz 58 assault rifle at the 
entrance to Nong Chan camp. He’s been 
soldiering for one year. 








CAMBODIAN 

RECON 


Jake Border recently reported on his trip 
into Afghanistan for SOF. This month he 
moves to the Thai/Cambodian border for 
bush ops with the KPNLF. 


TOP RIGHT: Wearing the skull and 
crossbones insignia of 108 Battalion, this 
young soldier squats with his AK next to the 
ammo bunker at Tanoup Tachan prior to 
the attack on Ang Kansang. 


RECON PATROL 

4 4 VM7HATEVER you do, don’t leave 
▼ Y the main track,” the colonel told 
me. “Always follow the troops in front of 
you. This is the reason why.” He handed 
me a small green object the size of a cup. 

I examined it closely — an anti-personnel 
mine, and from the markings on the bottom 
it was U.S. Army issue. A nasty little de¬ 
vice, designed not to kill but to cripple, 
taking off a foot or a leg. 

With their customary caution my escorts, 
Chea Chhuth and Colonel Pann Thay of the 
Khmer People’s National Liberation Front 
(KPNLF), were looking out for my safety. 

The mine was one of many actually laid 
by the Khmer Rouge, probably out of stocks 
captured from the Lon Nol regime. The 
KPNLF had fought the Khmer Rouge for 
this area, winning control of it in 1980, and I 
was the first journalist to visit there. 

A 40-minute motorcycle ride parallel to 
the Thai-Cambodian border had brought us 
about 15 kilometers south of Nong Chan to 
this place, HQ of 108 Battalion. Ahead was 
a four kilometer walk to a small jungle out¬ 
post about five klicks away from the 
Cambodian frontier town of Poipet. 

That was easy. The heat of the day hadn’t 
yet begun in earnest. After an hour’s walk 
through chest-high, bamboo-like grass we 
arrived at the two-week old camp and made 
plans for the afternoon. 

It was decided that I would accompany a 
reconnaissance patrol into Cambodia to 
reach, if possible, National Highway 5 
which runs from Poipet inland to the town of 
Sisophon. Back in 1974 when I arrived in 
Cambodia for the first time I had driven this 
route in the comfort of a Renault sedan taxi. 
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ABOVE: Vietnamese refugee at Dong 
Rek camp nurses her sick child, mindful 
of the tragic irony of her situation as 
proclaimed by the slogan behind. 











Today you are going farther and we 
don’t know what will happen. There is a 
possibility that you could be ambushed 

by the Vietnamese. 


No such luck now. 

Even though I would be traveling with a 
30-man armed patrol, the colonel said he 
could not guarantee my safety. 

“The way you’ll be going was patrolled 
by us, two to three days ago, and we got to 
within 400-500 meters of Highway 5 and we 
weren’t challenged. Today you are going 
farther and we don’t know what will hap¬ 
pen. There is a possibility that you could be 
ambushed by the Vietnamese.” 

Not a comforting thought. The colonel 
certainly didn’t mince his words. However, 
it was too late to back out; the colonel was 
handing me his compass. 

“In case anything does happen to you and 
you get separated from our men, you’ll be 
able to find your way back,” he said, giving 
me the bearings to follow. 

Then with a gleeful chuckle he dropped 
this final admonition: “Remember, do not 
head south or west. If you do you’ll meet the 
Vietnamese and their hospitality may not be 
as good as ours!” 

At 1140, with food in my stomach and the 
colonel’s words on my mind, we started 
out. Leading us was a 31-year-old company 
commander named, simply, “Marine,” 
who had joined the KPNLF in 1979. We 
communicated in a mixture of broken 
Khmer, Thai, English and French. 

The sun hid behind the clouds making the 
going relatively easy for the first 45 min¬ 
utes, but the humidity was stifling. We 
passed through long grass and thinly 
wooded areas for about three kilometers 
with Marine pointing out to me the ruins of 
previous Khmer Rouge camps. We finally 
emerged into an open patch of tall grassland 
that looked like an airstrip. 

It was the old railway line from Poipet, 
built during the days of the French colonial¬ 
ists possibly to service some plantation. 
Chea Chhuth had pointed it out to me on his 
map. The tracks had been lifted but the 
telegraph poles still line the way. 

One party of soldiers went ahead to act as 
scouts. We would periodically stop as 
Marine conferred with them by radio. Then 
he would tum saying in the sum total of his 
English, as if to reassure me, “There is no 
problem!” 

By 1330 the sun was out in force. Scrib¬ 
bled in the sweat-stained pages of my note¬ 
book appear the lines: “Bloody hot but 
won’t take water yet. This is no picnic and 
there is no glamor out here.” At that time 
Vietnamese ambushes were the last thing I 
had on my mind. I was being mentally tor¬ 


tured by images of foaming cold beer. 

We stopped to rest near a dried-up 
waterhole where some of the men dug a 
depression and sucked up water through 
hollow reeds. As I made some notes one of 
them fingered my combat boots appre¬ 
ciatively. “Sabai” (nice), he said, regard¬ 
ing his own Ho Chi Minh-style sandals dis¬ 
dainfully. 

By 1430, Marine figured we were about 
one klick from Highway 5. The going had 
been tough; we walked through bush and 


undergrowth so thick in parts that we had to 
crouch and beat our own path. The men 
were split into three sections with some left 
at the rear in reserve. We edged closer in the 
direction of the road, Marine occasionally 
sending a soldier up a tree to check our 
advance. 

Soon the sounds of traffic, motorcycles 
mostly, became plain to hear and the 
volume of noise surprised me. The road was 
very near. There was also a rhythmic drum¬ 
ming sound. I wondered if we were near a 
temple. 

We stopped and moved on, then stopped 
again. I was no longer thinking of cold 
beers. Some rain fell and moved away. 
Then things seemed to happen at once. 
Marine was calling on his radio, listening, 

Col. Pann Thay (left), KPNLF Special 
Forces commander, and Chea Chhuth (with 
long pointer), Nong Chan base commander, 
conduct a briefing in the jungle outpost of 
Tanoup Tachan. The Ang Kansang 
irrigation dike (marked with star) was their 
target that night. 


then calling again. I didn’t need to under¬ 
stand Khmer to realize that even if “there 
was no problem,” something was up. The 
situation was tense. KPNLF soldiers, nor¬ 
mally relaxed, were agitated and fingering 
their weapons. At the sound of shouting I 
dropped flat in the grass. At any moment I 
expected the shooting to start. 

Unknown to me we had deviated from 
our planned route and headed toward a tem¬ 
ple where the KPNLF troops knew there 
was a well and they could get water. 




54 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


OCTOBER 86 





Nong Chan camp: Chea Chhuth (right) 
prepares to depart for Tanoup Tachan 
outpost. Author’s driver is on left. 




of paper. They also delightedly collected 
huge bamboo shoots for later cooking from 
the thickets we passed on the way. 

Around 1940, some eight hours after set¬ 
ting out, we made it back. A meal awaited 
me and I devoured it with relish. Exhausted 
and wet, I was shown my hammock. 

Chea Chhuth and Col. Pann Thay were 
already resting. Tomorrow was another day 
and we would have to be up at 0400 for the 
start of the return trip to Nong Chan. Some¬ 
where in the distance there were explosions 

— the Vietnamese shelling us in retaliation 

— but I was too tired to care. 

I found out later that three days after I 
left, the Vietnamese sent out an estimated 
50-man patrol in search of the KPNLF out¬ 
posts. They clashed with a 20-man KPNLF 
patrol on the old abandoned railway line, 
and one KPNLF soldier was reportedly 
wounded. 

FIGHTING PATROL 

Uniformed patrols of young men moved 
off in the moonlight, but these were no boy 
scouts. 

A deadly assortment of Chinese-made 
weapons — B-40 rocket launchers (the 
Khmer term for an RPG), AK assault rifles 
and RPD light machine guns — were slung 
over their shoulders and their peaked caps 
bore the skull and crossbones insignia. They 
were soldiers of 108 Battalion of the 
KPNLF. 

I had joined them earlier in the day, in the 
company of Chea Chhuth, Nong Chan base 
commander, and Col. Pann Thay, U.S.- 
trained commander of the special forces, 
who were escorting me on a tour of KPNLF 
positions. Both of these men had been offi¬ 
cers in the republican army of Lon Nol in the 
unsuccessful fight against the communist 
forces of the Khmer Rouge. Now, they were 
battling against a Cambodian regime 
backed by the Vietnamese invaders. 

At a briefing in a small jungle outpost 
called Tanoup Tachan, about 12 kilometers 
from Nong Chan, I learned of a KPNLF 
attack on a position barely two klicks away, 
two nights before. This was at Ang Kan- 
sang, an irrigation dike built during the Pol 
Pot regime and now fortified with 82mm 
mortars, 12.7mm heavy machine guns and 
82mm recoilless rifles. This night, the 
KPNLF decided to attack Ang Kansang 
again. 

I asked if I could accompany the assault 
troops. There was initial reluctance out of 
concern for my safety as the dangers were 
obvious. Eventually they conceded, 
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We were about 150 meters from the tem¬ 
ple (itself less than 500 meters from Poipef*) 
when the KPNLF soldiers on our right 
flank, perhaps even closer to the temple, 
were spotted by a Vietnamese lookout in a 
tree. 

The right flank had immediately wanted 
to attack the Vietnamese stationed around 
the temple (who were by now responsible 
for the shouting I heard), but radioed 
Marine first who, in turn, radioed base with 
the message, ‘ T have made contact with the 
Vietnamese. What are your instructions?” 
They radioed back, “Withdraw, Do not en¬ 
gage enemy.” 

Earlier the colonel had told me that this 
was to be a reconnaissance mission only, 
not a shooting one, and if we should make 
contact with the Vietnamese we were to 
withdraw. 

Marine gave me a wave and we pulled 
back quickly. As we did shots were fired at 
us, about two bursts of three to four rounds 
each. I expected a hot pursuit by the Viet¬ 
namese but then it began to rain. Within 
seconds we were all drenched. 

Perhaps because of the thunderstorm, it 
was an uneventful though wet and muddy 
trip back. The tension had eased, and 
whenever they could, the soldiers smoked 
cigarettes they rolled using leaves in place 


Decaying body of dead Vietnamese soldier 
near Ampil camp marks the cycle of war 
and death in Cambodia. 






Suddenly it began. The staccato of 
machine-gun fire and the whoosh of 
rockets slapped my ears followed by the 
deep resonant thump of exploding 

mortars. 


perhaps because I had experienced the bat¬ 
tlefield in Cambodia during the Lon Nol 
regime in 1974-75. 

Nevertheless the colonel said, “I am giv¬ 
ing you an escort, six men in the charge of a 
company commander, who will have a 
radio. His name is Yuth and he speaks a 
little English. He has instructions to take 
you as close to the fighting as he can, de¬ 
pending on the situation/' 

That settled, I watched the preparations 
for the night’s action. The assault force, 
three sections numbering about 100 men, 
converged for a briefing at the camp's only 
major construction: a solid bunker sunk 
deep into the ground and reinforced with 
tree trunks, some cases of AK-47 ammuni¬ 
tion and 82mm mortar bombs. 

Stripped from their protective plastic 
tubes, each mortar bomb — with Chinese 
characters stamped on the side — was 
primed for firing and stacked in a growing 
pile. A Chinese-made Type 65 82mm re¬ 
coilless gun received last minute attention; a 
home-made firing pin was inserted in place 
of the defective original. No one was sure 
how many rounds it would fire. Radios were 
tuned, and as dusk set in, we ate. 

I sensed that since I was “guest,” special 
care had been taken with the food although 
it was simple fare: rice (of course), some 
vegetable soup, smoked fish (from Tonle 
Sap inside Cambodia), hot fish sauce and 
prahoc , a typical Khmer dish of fermented 
fish which to the uninitiated seems pretty 
unsavory. 

As we ate, fortifying ourselves with a 
little Mekhong (Thai) whiskey, I asked Col. 
Pann Thay what the KPNLF was fighting 
for. His reply was simple and direct. “We 
are fighting to free our country from the 
Vietnamese.” And who were the opposi¬ 
tion forces this night, I queried? “Heng 
Samrin troops of 32 Battalion. They are 
reinforcing 34 Battalion whose HQ is at 
Soeung, a village four kilometers north of 
Ang Kansang. They have artillery at 
Soeung, a 122mm howitzer,” replied the 
colonel. 

I remarked how ironic it was that in a 
struggle against the Vietnamese, Khmers 
were fighting Khmers. How did the men 
feel about this, I wondered? 

“Of course we don’t like to shoot Khmer 
people,” answered Chea Chhuth. “Some¬ 
times even some of our men don’t want to 
fight against Heng Samrin troops ... and 
sometimes Heng Samrin troops don’t want 
to fight against us. The use of Heng Samrin 
troops is a new Vietnamese tactic; they want 



Skull and crossbones insignia of 108 
Battalion top off this KPNLF soldier. 
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LEFT: KPNLF recon patrol near Highway 
5 and the old railroad line. M16s still 
abound from the Vietnam War. 



BELOW: Classic illustration of Khmer 
amulets and charms worn for protection 
and luck. 


Women KPNLF volunteers at the Nong 
Chan camp. Although technically 
non-combatants, they receive weapons 
training. 

the world to think Khmers are only fighting 
each other. But in any case, the Heng Sam- 
rin morale is low and ours is high.” 

It appears that earlier repeated attacks by 
the KPNLF in this area — the first at 
Soeung, the second at a nearby mortar out¬ 
post and the third at Ang Kansang the night 
before last — had caused considerable un¬ 
rest among the Heng Samrin troops. 

“Sources from villages inside Cambodia 
have told us that at least 80 soldiers have 
deserted the army. The Vietnamese even 
had to put up checkpoints to control this and 
some deserters have been caught and put in 
Sisophon jail,” the colonel added. 

What was the opposition’s strength 
tonight, I asked? “Well, we face a full 
battalion, at least 300 men. But we do not 
use conventional tactics,” the colonel re¬ 
plied. “We make like the guerrilla!” 

And then it was time to go. I hoisted my 
cameras and tape recorder over my shoul¬ 
der, not knowing quite what to expect, and 


we hiked off at a steady pace. 1 was thinking 
how glad I was the rains were late in com¬ 
ing. 

We walked along narrow trails for nearly 
an hour, at times stopping and conferring 
with small groups of soldiers, including the 
right attacking flank. As we got closer, 
Yuth counted down our position for me: 
“Enemy 500 meter ... enemy 400 meter 
... enemy 200 meter ...” Then we 
stopped. 

My escort had shrunk to three, Yuth with 
the radio and two teenagers, one armed with 
a B-40 rocket launcher and the other with an 
AK-47.1 was thinking what might happen if 
the enemy had patrols out tonight. I 
banished that thought quickly. 

We took up a position of cover behind a 
clump of trees with a solid earth base and 
waited. Silence, except for the cicadas, 
frogs and mosquitos. My senses seemed to 
be exceptionally well tuned to the sounds of 
the night. 

Suddenly it began. The staccato of 
machine-gun fire and the whoosh of rockets 
slapped my ears followed by the deep reso¬ 
nant thump of exploding mortars. Flashes 
joined together in a dance of death along the 


horizon as the ground shook with the vibra¬ 
tions of the explosions. 

I could hear the shouts of men and sensed 
a deadly frenetic energy that charged the air. 
The Heng Samrin troops had put out no 
scouts and the KPNLF had crept to within 
50 meters before striking. 

But the attacking fire was returned, scar¬ 
let tracer bullets from the Chinese-made 
12.7mm HMGs cracking the air as they 
passed us. With a roar that took me by 
surprise, much to the amusement of my 
escort, a projectile screamed low over our 
heads. “Enemy ... one-hundred-twenny- 
two-milli-met,” Yuth said, exercising his 
“little English.” 

This was the battery at Soeung; in the 
course of the night they fired 10 rounds of 
122mm shells at Tanoup Tachan. Then a 
flare went up, illuminating the landscape 
and sending us face down in the grass. 

I was being treated to an extraordinary 
sound and light show and might have 
admired the aesthetics of it if not for the 
grim thought, ever foremost in my mind, 
that bullets and bits of hot steel were flying 
through the air at incredible speeds for the 
express purpose of killing or disabling. 

This reality became evident when a 
wounded KPNLF soldier was carried past 
us by two comrades. One foot was in tatters; 
it looked like it had been through a mincer, 
and his skull had been peeled open exposing 
his brain. 

For an hour the firefight continued, the 
cacophony of destruction not continuous 
but intermittent. 

Then we withdrew, joining small bands 
of men in the dark. The sound of shooting 
was still behind us but the attack was over. 
The wounded soldier was lying on the 
ground moaning in pain. Someone slung a 
hammock under a pole and he was carried 
back to base. 

By the time we arrived there around 
2300, there were six other casualties receiv¬ 
ing first aid treatment. As I slumped in my 
hammock the worst cases of wounded were 
being carried through the night to the border 
at Nong Chan, from where they were evacu¬ 
ated to a Red Cross Hospital inside Thailand 
the next morning. 

The final score? None of the Heng Sam¬ 
rin guns were destroyed but the next day 
traders from Soeung said Heng Samrin 
troops suffered five KIA and 20 wounded. 
Unfortunately for the KPNLF, their re¬ 
paired recoilless rifle fired only three times 

Continued on page 85 
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Firing PRC AKS using 30-round Russian 
red plastic magazine. 


SOF WEAPONS 

KALASHNIKOV’S 

SIDEFOLDER 

Thumbs Up for ChiCom AKS 

Text & Photos by Peter G. Kokalis 


M ORE than 35 million Kalashnikov 
rifles and machine guns have already 
been produced- There are production facili¬ 
ties for this weapon or its derivatives in at 
least a dozen countries. Thousands still roll 
off the production lines every day. Over 60 
nations have adopted it as their standard 
infantry rifle. Countless guerrilla move¬ 
ments and terrorists groups employ it to 
accomplish their ends. It is the symbol of 
our times. 

There’s a solid reason behind this love 
affair with the Kalashnikov — the AK-47/ 
AKM series possesses nearly every virtue 


possible in a modem assault rifle: astound¬ 
ing reliability, simplicity of design, ease of 
manufacture, chambering for a true in¬ 
termediate-sized cartridge (7.62x39), ex¬ 
cellent handling characteristics and accura¬ 
cy potential well within the intended scope 
of use. It has also been adapted to a number 
of other useful cartridges: 5.45x39mm, 
5.56x45mm, 7.62x51mm, 7.62x54R and 
7.92mm. 

To be sure, it is not perfect. The selector 
lever clicks and clatters loudly enough to 
seriously compromise position disclosure. 
(This can be corrected by carefully bending 


the selector bar away from the receiver.) 
There is no hold-open. The trigger pull is 
invariably long and creepy. The stocks, in 
any configuration, are usually a bit short for 
the Western anatomy. The AK-47/AKM’s 
conventional folding stock is a poor firing 
platform. Overall, however, these criti¬ 
cisms are almost trivial and diminish the 
Kalashnikov’s success not one whit. 

The original AK-47/AKM folding stock 
has been in need of a PIP (Product Improve¬ 
ment Program) since its inception. A dou¬ 
ble-strut-type, controlled by a large press- 
button release located above the pistol grip 
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on the left side of the receiver, it folds under 
the receiver and the magazine passes 
through it. Patterned directly after the Ger¬ 
man WWII MP40 submachine gun stock, it 
is adequate enough for firing pistol 
ammunition, but decidedly unstable for rifle 
cartridges. 

Soviet designers addressed this problem 
in the AKS-74. Its folding stock is fabri¬ 
cated from stamped sheet-metal struts, bent 
into a U-shape and assembled by punch fit 
and welding. It folds to the left, and is held 
open by a spring-loaded button latch located 
at the rear of the receiver on the left side. 
The stock is held closed by a spring-loaded 
hook on the left forward end of the receiver. 
It is both robust and rigid. 

The People’s Republic of China has re¬ 
cently introduced a side-folding-stock 
variant of the AKS rifle, chambered for the 
7.62x39mm ComBloc cartridge that, in my 
opinion, is even more rigid than that of the 
AKS-74. Produced by Norinco of China, a 
semiautomatic-only version is available 
from Pacific International Merchandising 
Corp. 

This stock’s skeletonized frame has been 
fabricated from a single piece of heavy- 
gauge sheet metal bent and folded into the 
proper shape. Five horizontal ribs have been 
stamped into the buttplate portion. There is 
a 4.75-inch long, bright reddish-brown 
plastic panel on each side of the stock at the 
forward end. These panels have ribbed grip¬ 
ping surfaces and are retained by a threaded 
screw and pin. Presumably these panels 
serve to assist in holding the weapon at port 
arms or in the assault-sling position. This 
entire assembly is securely attached to the 
latch mechanism, which is operated by a 
checkered, spring-loaded button-release on 
top of the latch. Press down on the button 
and the stock can be swung to the right, 
where it locks in the closed position by 
means of the same latch mechanism. No 
locking hook is thus required on the receiver 
body. The button must be depressed again 
to open the stock. While the release-button 
is easily depressed, the latch mechanism is 
substantial and this stock is every bit as 
stable as a non-folding wooden stock. When 
folded, access to the trigger is maintained, 
although the selector lever is somewhat 
more difficult to manipulate. We have come 
to associate an MP40-type stock with the 
Kalashnikov and some will, no doubt, be 
aesthetically disgruntled by the new shape. 


AKS stock in the folded position along the 
right side of the receiver. 



However, this stock is superior in every way 
to previous configurations. I prefer assault 
rifles with fixed stocks, but this is a much 
needed improvement for those who require 
the option. 

All other furniture on this rifle matches 
the grip panels on the stock. Both the upper 
and lower handguards are made of reddish- 
brown, fiber-reinforced plastic. The pistol 
grip is likewise fabricated from the same 
material. Molded in two parts, the pistol 
grip appears to have been assembled using a 
viscous two-part epoxy resin adhesive and 
the excess was removed by grinding. There 
are vertical gripping ribs on each side. In 
shape it resembles the pistol grip of the 
Browning 1917A1 and 1919A4/A6 
machine guns, which in turn were patterned 



AKS with stock in extended position. The 
side panel is ribbed reddish-brown plastic. 


after the Colt Single Action Army revolver. 
I examined the PRC AKMs with this iden¬ 
tical pistol grip issued to mujahideen during 

Continued on page 80 



PRC AKS disassembled. 


AKS SPECIFICATIONS 

Caliber ..7.62x39mm ComBloc 

Operation.. G&s, No regulator. Short-stroke piston. Rotary bolt. Fires 

from the closed-bolt position. 

Cyclic rate . 600-650 rpm, but imported as semiautomatic only. 

Feed mechanism ... . 30-round staggered-box magazine. 

Weight, empty 

(without magazine) ,.. 8 pounds 

Barrel.. .Four grooves with a right-hand twist of one thm in 9.25 

inches. Chrome-lined bore and chamber. AKM muzzle 
compensator. 

Barrel length __... 16.3 inches. 

Overall length ... 35 inches. 

Folded length ....... ^. 26,5 inches. 

Sights. .Hooded front post-type, adjustable for windage and eleva¬ 


tion zero; tangent-type rear with open U-notch, adjustable 
for elevation only from 100 to 800 meters in 100 meters 
increments with 300-meter battle-sight setting CD’). 
Accessories.Bayonet. slingajnd optional extra magazines. 


Price .$429.95. 

Manufacturer. .. ... .Norinco, People’s Republic of China. 


U.S. Distributor .Pacific International Merchandising Corporation, Dept. 

SOF, 2215 ‘J* Street, P.O. Box 8022, Sacramento, CA 
95816. 
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TALES FROM 


Singlaub’s 
Saga from 
Soldier 
to Spy 

by Jim Morris 
Photos: Singlaub Collection 

J OHN K. Singlaub wanted to go to West 
Point real bad. He probably would have, 
he was told, except that his father was a 
Democrat. So he ended up as an ROTC 
cadet at UCLA. He was commissioned and 
started jump school at Fort Benning, Ga., a 
week after his graduation in 1942. Gung ho 
to go to war in Europe or the Pacific, his first 
duty assigment was another frustration to 
test his resolve to be a career soldier. 
Second Lieutenant Singlaub was ordered to 
report all the way to the other end of Ft. 
Benning, clear over in Alabama. He served 
as a regimental demolitions officer and pla¬ 
toon leader in a parachute training regiment. 

Making the most of his situation, Sing¬ 
laub quickly demonstrated superior lead¬ 
ership skills under extreme difficulty by 
organizing successful small commando- 



type units to act as aggressors on FTXs. 
This, combined with good marks at UCLA 
in French and Japanese language studies, 
soon led to an invitation for Singlaub to 
volunteer for an unspecified “hazardous 
mission behind enemy lines.” Anxious that 
he not spend the duration stateside teaching 
others to go to war, he immediately 
accepted. 

In October 1943, Singlaub received 
orders to report to Washington. After 
checking in, he was sent to Building Q in the 
Foggy Bottom complex where the Office of 
Strategic Services was headquartered. He 
underwent initial screening and was dis¬ 
patched later that afternoon to the Congres¬ 
sional Country Club in suburban Maryland, 
where a rather bizarre battery of psychologi¬ 
cal testing began. This included close live- 


ABOVE: Lt. Singlaub hooked to the static 
line during Ft. Benning’s jump training. 

LEFT: Jack and Mary Singlaub after their 
marriage in 1945. Immediately after the 
wedding, Singlaub was deployed to Asia 
with the OSS. 

fire tests and having explosive charges set 
off unexpectedly nearby. 

Passing those tests, Singlaub recalls, “is 
a matter of being able to concentrate your 
mind on the physical things you have to do 
rather than worrying about whether you 
were going to get killed.” 

Taking a sip of coffee as I interviewed 
Singlaub in his mountaintop home over¬ 
looking the small town of Tabemash, Col¬ 
orado, I agreed wholeheartedly with that 
assessment. I once defined soldiering as 
being able to perform simple mechanical 
tasks while scared shitless. 

Singlaub and others were selected for 
continued training. Many were sent back to 
regular military assignments or civilian 
jobs. The selectees were trucked to a nearby 
secret compound designated as “B-l,” 
now the location of the presidential retreat 
known as Camp David. The OSS training 
increased in difficulty and intensity, focus¬ 
ing very much on each individual. 

Trainees like Singlaub who survived B-l 
would be sent to Scotland for even more 
rigorous instruction before being assigned 
to what was known as a Jedburgh Team, a 
code name assigned by British Intelligence, 
taken from the name of a town in Scotland. 
Jedburgh Teams of three men each — two 
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UNCLE JACK 


OSS control officer (left) briefs Singlaub 
and two other Jedburgh Team members 
prior to the three being dropped behind 
Nazi lines in occupied France. 

Allied officers and an enlisted radio oper¬ 
ator — were inserted behind German lines 
in Europe to help organize anti-Nazi resis¬ 
tance and carry out sabotage and intelli¬ 
gence-gathering operations. They were one 
of the forerunners of Special Forces A 
Teams. 

A month after the Normandy invasion, 
Singlaub’s Jedburgh Team parachuted deep 
into German-occupied France to prepare 
partisan support for a southern invasion. 

“The invasion of the north had already 
started, and my first mission was to train the 
maquisards, and prevent movement of Ger¬ 
man troops from the southern part of France 
up toward the invasion beachheads. So, I 
just cut all the railroads.” 

“Blow the bridges?” I asked Singlaub. 

He smiled and shook his head. “No, I 
blew about a foot off of every curved rail in 
the whole province. Evey place there was a 
curve in the province, or where they had 
stacks of curved rails, I just chopped a foot 
off.” 

“Took it out of the middle?” 

“No, just took it off the end. They just 
didn’t move. There was no way that they 
could...” 

“Did you interdict truck transport as 
well?” 

“We did, with ambushes on selected 
roads. We had several RoutesNationale that 


went through our province. The Das Reich 
Panzer Division had tried to move through 
our area, and they were attacked by some of 
the maquisards before I got there. In retMia- 
tion — the Das Reich was an SS division — 
they moved into the town of Tulle in Cor- 
reze and lined up all the young men. They 
numbered ’em off, made ’em count off one- 
two-three and so on. ‘Okay, all number 
ones are going to be released, number twos 
are going to labor camps, and number threes 
are going to be hung, right there.’ And so 
they started hanging these guys by putting a 
noose around their necks and pulling them 
up on balconies. 

“Well, there were about a hundred-and- 
some in each of the three categories, so 
there were about a 110 who were going to be 
hung. But I guess the priest who was admin¬ 
istering the last rites had some sympathy. So 
when they had hung 98 or something like 
that, he said, ‘Well, that’s all.* ” 

The Germans apparently had lost count, 
Singlaub said. “Part way through this they 
switched. The ones who were to go free 
were rejoicing, and the Germans said, 
‘Okay, take the number ones and start hang¬ 
ing ones instead of threes. ’ The whole thing 
was a terrible atrocity.” 

Singlaub said the German brutality con¬ 
tinued. “They moved into the province to 
the north and decided they were going to 
wipe out a town called Oridor-sur-Glen. 
They went into the town, rounded up all the 
women and children and put them in the 
church, and put all the men in a garage. 
They stopped a streetcar coming out of 


Singlaub (left) and other OSS team 
members question a captured German, with 
folded arms. 

Limoges, and everybody that had tickets for 
that town, they took off the streetcar and put 
in with the others, machine gunned the men 
in the garage, set the church on fire, and 
leveled the town. 

“Someone from the garage managed to 
get out. He was left for dead and then came 
up from underneath this pile of dead and got 
out, and gave us these details. 

“But despite these atrocities, we had 
more French maquisards wanting to join our 
unit than we could handle. They were not 
deterred. They were just fantastically brave, 
even though they lacked a lot of the skills 
that we would have liked them to have. And 
that was the job.” 

I nodded. “Let me ask you, sir, what was 
your life like on that mission? Where did 
you live; how did you move around?” 

“Well, we parachuted in to a British 
agent living as a Frenchman. He was a cap¬ 
tain in the British Intelligence forces, but 
was living undercover. He had indicated to 
London that there was a good potential for 
resistance in this area, and that he would run 
the reception committee. He gathered us up 
and took us to a little farmhouse and intro¬ 
duced us to leaders of this resistance move¬ 
ment. 

“Two distinct groups had been brought 
together. One was a group headed by a 
regular army captain, in what was called the 
Armee Secrete (AS). The other leader had 
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been a corporal in the French army, and he 
was a communist. This was the FTP, the 
Franc Tireur de Partisan. 

“In my province I had a little better coop¬ 
eration, although it was not complete. The 
communists would constantly try to steal 
any equipment drop that was coming into an 
area. If they found out that I was running an 
equipment drop for the AS battalion, they 
would go out and set up a reception commit¬ 
tee, lay out the lights, and send signals, in 
hope that the airplanes would drop, and on 
at least one occasion they did. 

“I complained that the aircraft didn’t 
come as I’d been told, and London came 
back with, ‘You must be out of your mind. 
The pilot claims he dropped the supplies.’ I 
found out later they had stolen the supplies. 
The communists were more interested in 
arming for the war after the war than they 
were in fighting the Germans in that area. 

“With this group of the AS we were not 
only able to train them, we actually got 
permission to take the whole battalion on 
operations with trucks we had captured 
from the Germans, and trucks that had been 
made available for farm usage. These were 
civilians led by a few regular army people, 
and they had some NCOs who had seen 
military service. 

“They were not just limited to my pro¬ 
vince. Because that was a rugged area, 
underpopulated by French standards, many 
people who had gotten into trouble else¬ 
where, moved into that area to live with the 
maquisards. 

“We lived in a farmhouse, a very rugged 
old thing, with no indoor plumbing, of 
course. We didn’t live with the farmer. 
They gave us what was, in essence, a bam. 
That’s where we stayed a majority of the 
time, when we weren’t out doing the train¬ 
ing and the initial reconnaissance.” 

“You were a captain by this time?” 

“No, I was a first lieutenant, and my 


Turning his back on a Japanese lieutenant 
with whom he refused to negotiate, Maj. 
Singlaub (right) demands to see the colonel 
in charge of 10,000 Japanese marines 
holding Hainan Island. 

Frenchman was a first lieutenant.” 

“So that was kind of a lucky break for 
you in terms of career development, to be 
essentially a battalion commander when 
you were a first lieutenant.” 

“Yeah, that’s right. Although I was real¬ 
ly the adviser. 

I nodded. “I can’t imagine the Germans 
were not looking for you. Did you have any 
close calls while you were there?” 

“Not during that time. Later on we did. 

“Later we got permission to attack four 
German garrisons that were in our area. And 
we eventually captured two of them. One 
was liberated (by the Germans), and one we 
had under seige, in the town of Egleton. 
These were garrisons of several hundred 
troops, a couple of companies.” 

“And you would attack with an entire 
battalion?” I asked. 

“Right. We put the town under seige. In 
two of them the Germans surrendered. We 
said, ‘you know, this is how many we have 
around and you’re completely cut off.’ We 
cut their telephones — they didn’t have 
radios — and cut their water. They surren¬ 
dered. It was a great problem what to do 
with them. Some of the French, who had 
lost family to the SS battalion, wanted to 
just execute them. But I insisted, and we 
moved them out away from the main route, 
into the country, and kept them until after 
the war. 

“But in the case of this town of Egleton, 
they had a radio, and I think they had some 
SS with them in there. I couldn’t crack it. 
When we moved against them they were 
holed up in a reinforced concrete school. 
We used mortars and British anti-tank rock¬ 


ets. 

“I called for an air attack on this school, 
after we’d shot out the top, using mortars, 
and these projectiles, which were anti-tank 
things. But they were still in there, defying 
us, so I radioed London and said that we 
wanted an air strike. One of the reasons I 
wanted an air strike was that the garrison we 
had under attack had called for air support, 
and they came in and strafed us, and drop¬ 
ped butterfly anti-personnel bombs. 

“Well, this was pretty terrifying to these 
untrained maquisards. It was a real pro¬ 
blem, and I was afraid that if they kept this 
up I wasn’t going to be able to keep control. 

“So I told London we’d had many 
attacks. One of them was from a Heinkel 
He-111, twin-engine plane that came in 
very low. We could see the rivets on the 
thing. My Frenchman and I each organized 
two Bren guns and opened up when it came 
over us. We sensed that we could either see 
or hear the rounds hitting it. We knew that 
we had hit it. But it went off and dis¬ 
appeared. 

“We found out later that we had actually 
hit it, and killed some of the crew, and the 
thing had crashed before it got back to its 
base. 

“That made them mad, and we had a hell 
of a lot of air strikes against us. When I 
reported this to London, and requested that 
they hit that school, they said, ‘Well, 
according to you, you’re getting more air 
strikes from the Germans than the entire 
Third Army.’ 

“That was because all the aircraft were 
moving back from the beaches, and were in 
fact moving back toward Germany. 

“One day we heard, but did not see, an 
aircraft fly very high over the area. Later I 
learned that it was an Allied reconnaissance 
flight for this special (British) Mosquito 

Continued on page 95 
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#1050 — Official SOF Bush Shirt. 

Tropical weight 100% cotton; Two 
pleated pockets with flaps, two shoulder 
epaulets and extra long tails. Khaki with 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE embroidered 
over the left breast pocket. S,M,L,XL 
$24.95 

#2010 —Official SOF Field Cap. Top 

quality khaki field cap with liner and air 
vents. S,M,L,XL. $21.95 


OUTFITTERS OF THE PROFESSIONALS 

SOF EXCHANGE • P.(X Box 687, Boulder, 

Phone (303) 449-3750 


IMS* JLCJ 

CO 80306 


#1024 — “Anytime 
Khadaffi” USN 

F-14 Tomcat’s 
invitation to fight 
Light blue. 

S,M,L,XL. $9^15 


#1023 — SOF’s 100th Issue Cover, 

featuring RKB. Available in cream color, 
S,M,L,XL. $9.95 




#1021 — Delta Force. Featuring the 
elite anti-terrorist unit’s logo backed with 
’Terrorism Stops Here.” Royal blue. 
S,M,L,XL $9.95 



r*---*-n 

1 Mail to: SOF EXCHANGE, Dept. 10/86, P.O. Box 687, Boulder, CO 80306 I 


-—-- SOF T-SHIRTS - 

#1001 — Soldier of Fortune logo, navy or white. $8.95 
#1005 — Special Forces, black. $8.95 
#1006 —Marines, gold. $8.95 

#1007 — Participant Southeast Asia Wargames — 2nd 
Place. $7.95 

#1008 — Visit Lebanon, Help a Syrian Meet Allah, tan. $8.95 
#1009 — SOF/HK, black. $8.95 
#1010 — SOF sport shirt, navy, white. $14.95 
#1011 — Grenada, silver. $8.95 
#1012 — Communism is Contra-banned, red. $8.95 
#1013 — C.A.T.T. Central America Training Team, navy, 
$7.95 

#1014 — SOF Helicopter, olive drab. $8.95 

#1015 — SOF World Tour long sleeve shirt, navy. $12.95 

#1018 — SEAL TEAM, gray. $8.95 


□ VISA □ MASTERCARD 
Can} #_ 


Pottage ft Handling 
3.6% Sale* Tax (CO res.) 
TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED 


-STATE _ 


We accept telephone orders on MssterCard & VISA *— calf us at (303) 44&-3750. Sony, no 
collect caila accepted I PLEASE INCLUDE SI .75 FOR THE FIRST ITEM ORDERED—INCLUDE 
75« FOR EACH ADDITIONAL OEM FOR POSTAGE AND HANDLING. Overseas orders add 30%. 
I PLEASE ALLOW 4-6 WEEKS FOR DEUVERY. 



























































Keep extra cash in your pocket! 

Subscribe to SOF, 
get every issue 
& save money too! 

That’s the SOF deal. Subscribe for 
1 year, pay $24.95 and keep over 
$11 extra cash where it belongs ... 
in your pocket. Pocket $27 when 
you subscribe for 2 years at $44.95. 

When you subscribe to SOF you 
save money ... you guarantee that 
each issue of SOF will be delivered 
to your door like clockwork ... you 
make sure you never miss a single, 
exciting issue of SOF ... you’re 
protected by our Money-Back 
Guarantee ... and, most important 
of all, you’ll be a permanent part of 
SOF’s grand tradition! 



Rely on SOF to continue its 10-year-strong commitment to principles you believe 
in. We’ll continue to put our weight behind our veterans, our police forces and a 
strong national defense. We’ll continue to press for resolution of the POW and MIA 
issues. We’re expanding our “hot spot” coverage, we’re intensifying our watch on 
other media, we’re reviewing more books and films that interest our readers and 
we’re pushing hard to test every new weapon that we can lay our hands on, 
regardless of who makes them and what we’ve got to do to get them. 


IF YOU THINK THE LAST 10 YEARS WERE SOMETHING, 
WE GUARANTEE YOU AINU SEEN NOTHING YET! 


USE THE CARD AND ACT TODAY. 
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RL-550 

RELOADER 

Fast and Affordable 


by Peter G. Kokalis 


W ELL, you finally did it. You own a 
machine gun. Clutched in your 
sweaty hands is that Thompson you 
dreamed of for so long. And now, it’s off to 
the gravel pit to see how many rocks you can 
demolish. But first, a stop at the closest gun 
store, where you pick up 100 rounds of 
fresh, crisp factory FMJ .45 ACP ammo for 
just $25.75 per box of 50. You load 50 
rounds in that New York drum and the other 
50 in 20- and 30-round sticks. In less than 
two minutes you’ve lost $51.50 to the 
rocks. 


You’re too smart to do that again, so it’s 
back to the reloading bench and your good 
old RCBS Rock Chucker. In 2Vi hours you 
manage to push through 100 rounds using 
hard-cast round nose bullets at a cost of only 
6 V 2 cents per round. Once more in the gravel 
pit, you force yourself into a fire discipline 
of three-shot intermittent bursts and this 
time your two and a half hours of labor takes 
all of 10 minutes to expend. 

There must be a better way. And there is. 

Mike Dillon has been pumping lead 
through belt guns for a long time. And he 


Reloading large quantities of ammunition is 
a snap with Dillon Precision Product’s wide 
range of quality reloaders. 

has been through this scenario before. In 
1979 he decided to do something about it. 
His first effort was the legendary RL1000, a 
commercial grade reloader with automatic 
indexing, an automatic military primer 
pocket swage, and an automatic case insert¬ 
er. However, its $2,475 price tag limits its 
use to commercial users and deep-end afi¬ 
cionados. I’ve been using an RL1000 for 
seven years and it’s still the best in the 
business. 

The RL1000 was quickly followed by the 
improved RL1000B, then the more econo¬ 
mical RL300, which evolved into the 
RL450 and the RL450B models. But no¬ 
thing comes close to Dillon’s new RL550 in 
its price range. At only $234.95 (less dies), 
its salient features include automatic pow¬ 
der and primer systems and quick-change 
tool heads. 

The RL550’s tool head holds a four-die 
set and the powder-measure system. To 
change this entire assembly, merely with¬ 
draw the two steel-retaining pins and slide 
the tool head to the left and out of the press. 
Additional tool heads cost $8.95 each or 
three for $25. If you’re going for speed 
you’ll also want a powder measure for each 
caliber you plan to reload. They cost $34.95 
each and come with a large and small adjust¬ 
able powder slide that can cover from two 
grains of Bullseye up to 65 grains of rifle 
propellent. Powder dies for attaching the 
measure to the tool head are three for $10. 
Powder drop tubes (which also serve as 
flaring devices in pistol calibers) come with 
the caliber conversion kits that also include 
a shell plate and three brass locator pins for 
$23 each. Walnut tool head stands are just 
$5 each or three for $12. 

Dillon sells die sets with tapered carbide 
sizing dies in four pistol calibers: .38/.357, 
.45 ACP, 9mm Parabellum and .44 Mag¬ 
num. In other calibers you provide your 
own dies. 

And how easy is it to use? The rankest 
beginner can produce 100 rounds in, at 
most, 18 minutes on the RL550. An experi¬ 
enced operator should be able to cut this 
time down to nine minutes. Now, that’s 
more like it. Let’s crank up the machine 
guns. And if you’ve got a teenager, put him 
to work while you sit back and load belts as 
the rounds fall into the cartridge bin. 

Those of you who already own a Dillon 
RL450 are, no doubt, a bit disgruntled to 
hear about the new RL550. Not to fret. For 
$55 you can purchase both the automatic 
primer and powder systems. Another $45 
will fetch you a replacement frame to take 
the interchangeable tool heads. 

Those who shoot and reload for military 
small arms will, more often than not, utilize 
military brass with crimped primer pockets. 
This crimp must be removed before seating 
a fresh primer. Dillon’s Super Swage 600 

Continued on page 97 
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SOF VIETNAM 


ASSAULT ON 

SUPERSTITION 

MOUNTAIN 


SF Breaks Charlie’s 
Back on the Rockpile 


by F.C. Brown 

Photos courtesy Dept, of Defense 


Viet Minh, then the Viet Cong followed by 
the NVA, the Khmer Rouge for a brief 
period and finally back to the North Viet- 


T HE Seven Mountains Region domi¬ 
nates the western delta rice plain along 
the Vietnam-Cambodia border in what used 
to be known as Military Region IV, or IV 
Corps. Three of the mountains are in Viet¬ 
nam and four are in Cambodia. All, howev¬ 
er, have been controlled for years by a suc¬ 
cession of communist insurgents: first the 


Unidentified 5th MSF flame-thrower team 
cautiously moves up the boulder-strewn 
slopes of the knoll. There’s just 
no easy way to clear caves. 
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namese again. 

The three mountains inside Vietnam — 
Nui Cam, Nui Giai and Nui Coto— were all 
important enemy base areas throughout the 
1960s and early *70s, and were indispensi- 
ble to the communist war effort in the sur¬ 
rounding region. Cam and Giai contained 
major storage depots for armaments and 
munitions, and also served as rest areas for 
enemy local and main force units. Nui Coto, 
a few kilometers to the south, contained the 
headquarters complex for VC forces 
throughout the area and was known as Su¬ 
perstition Mountain among U.S. advisers. 
The southwestern portion of Coto was a 
huge pile of rocks and boulders topped with 
scrub, known as Tuk Chup Knoll to the 
locals and the Rockpile to Americans. In 
addition to the headquarters complex, the 
knoll was also home to a large armory com- 


TOP: Capt. Henry Sturm (left), CO of the 
2nd Bn., 5th MSF, and SSG John Talley 
check out caves at the south end of the 
knoll. Talley carries a CAR-15. 

ABOVE: Sgt. George “VC” Clark, Combat 
Recon Platoon leader for the 5th MSF, 
examines captured weapons brought off the 
knoll. 

plete with workshops, an extensive hospital 
complex, storage facilities, and enough 
underground shelters to comfortably 
accomodate two battalions of enemy troops. 
The knoll was also the reputed site of Chau 
Kim’s cave, the alleged domicile of the 
near-legendary communist leader in the 
Seven Mountains Region. 

Earlier operations against these mountain 
redoubts by ARVN forces were limited in 
scope and less than successful in execution. 


Even previous forays by American-led 
Mike Force troops had not succeeded in 
making much of a dent in enemy dominance 
of the area. As a result, the mountainous 
region acquired an aura of invincibility 
among the local populace. This was particu¬ 
larly true of Tuk Chup Knoll which the Viet 
Cong openly boasted would never be cap¬ 
tured. The locals looked on the knoll with 
awe, and spoke of it as “the place where 
Buddha does not dwell.” 

In early 1968 the American high com¬ 
mand, after prolonged consultations with its 
ARVN counterparts, decided to launch an 
extensive operation in the area, concentrat¬ 
ing on Nui Coto. The primary goal of the 
operation was the capture of Tuk Chup 
Knoll which would end the myth of local 
VC invincibility, pay heavy psywar divi¬ 
dends, and wrest control of the surrounding 
area from enemy hands. This ambitious 
undertaking, which would employ primari¬ 
ly U.S.-led Mike Strike Force (MSF) per¬ 
sonnel with myriad allied support units, 
would prove to be the largest American 
Special Forces-directed operation of the en¬ 
tire war. 

Following two days of preparatory B-52 
strikes, the operation opened on 12 July 
with an airborne drop south of Nui Coto. 
Simultaneously, helibome troops were fed 
into the surrounding area with an element 
inserted on 614, Coto’s highest peak. The 
assault force was composed chiefly of Mike 
Force troops out of Nha Trang backed up by 
ARVN Rangers. Delta Company of the 
U.S. 7/1 st Cavalry supported the operation 
with jeep-mounted 106mm recoilless rifles 
which would prove to be particularly effec¬ 
tive. 

Resistance was light on the initial assault, 
mainly erratic sniper fire, because the 
assault force had gained the element of sur¬ 
prise. But numerous booby traps were en¬ 
countered, mostly of the “toe-popper” 
variety, and this slowed the pace of the 
troops moving along the sides of the moun¬ 
tain. 

No real contact took place in the first five 
days although a platoon of VC was observed 
returning from a nearby hamlet in twos and 
threes. They’d been seen retrieving 
weapons from the brush, then moving onto 
the mountain. 

Contact was initiated on the early after¬ 
noon of 17 July when a Mike Force point 
element encountered three VC, killing one. 
Later that afternoon contact resumed around 
the base of the mountain resulting in another 
VC KIA. 

Mike Force elements, moving to consoli¬ 
date their positions, began coming under 
heavy enemy sniper fire shortly thereafter. 
The pace picked up as more VC weapons 
joined in: M79s, automatic weapons, B-40 
rockets and 57mm recoilless rounds. Mike 
Force casualties totaled two killed and 20 
wounded, including two American advis¬ 
ers. 

On the morning of 31 July a platoon of 
Vietnamese PRUs (Provisional Reconnais¬ 
sance Unit) and their U.S. Navy SEAL 
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CHAU KIM — THE 
SHADOW OF SEVEN 
MOUNTAINS 

Chau Kim (sometimes also spelled 
Kem) was the enigmatic mastermind of 
organized communist activity through¬ 
out the Seven Mountains Region of the 
western Mekong Delta, and his elimina¬ 
tion was a prime goal of American and 
South Vietnamese officials. As far as 
can be ascertained, however, this never 
came to pass. 

Kim, an ethnic Cambode (and also 
rumored to be part Chinese) was bom 
and raised in the Coto Village area. Not 
much is known of his early life, although 
he is said to have served with distinction 
in the Viet Minh ranks during the war 
against the French. After a brief period 
underground he surfaced in the late 
1950s as a Viet Cong agent. He showed 
a particular adeptness for clandestine 
activity and this enabled him to rise 
rapidly in the local VC hierarchy. By the 
mid-1960s he headed up all communist 
activity in the Seven Mountains. 

Defectors who had previously served 
under Kim described him as a hard-core 
ideologue, brave to a fault personally but 
unforgiving of mistakes committed by 
his cadre. He is known to have personal¬ 
ly participated in numerous combat op¬ 
erations including the 1968 Tet assault 
against the district town inTri Ton, and 
suffered minor wounds on several occa¬ 
sions. He also had a human side, show¬ 
ing a fondness for the potent local home 
brew, and possibly had several wives 
simultaneously. 

Among the indigenous population 
Kim enjoyed a reputation out of propor¬ 
tion to his accomplishments. The locals 
spoke his name with awe and referred to 
his formidable redoubt on Nui Coto as 
“Chau Kim’s Cave/’ 

During the sustained Mike Force op¬ 
eration against Nui Coto in 1968-69, 
Kim was known to be in the main cave 
complex on Tuk Chup Knoll directing 
VC forces. Toward the end of the opera¬ 
tion, however, he vanished. Two of his 
children were captured nearby along 
with their guardian monk, and all were 
subsequently taken to Can Tho where 
they made broadcasts and leaflet appeals 
to ‘ ‘Colonel Chau Kim and his soldiers” 
to give themselves up. Kim ignored their 
appeals. A Special Forces officer who 
worked the operation noted: “He (Kim) 
got away, there’s no question about that. 
He stayed there as long as he could, then 
departed. I would imagine the [other] 
top VC cadre got away also. We only 
found one dead VC [in the cave com¬ 
plex] who may have been a top level 
man. We’re not even sure of that/’ 

Nothing more was heard of Kim until 



Eastern end of Nui Coto which shows clear 
evidence of U.S. artillery and air strikes. 

the summer of 1969 when he was re¬ 
ported to be back in the mountains, reor¬ 
ganizing his forces and traveling in VC- 
held areas with a strong security ele¬ 
ment. His companions probably in¬ 
cluded Thai-Hin-Tai (a.k.a. Sung or 
Muoi-Bach), in charge of the local VC 
arsenal, and Tran-Van-Sang (a.k.a. 
Sang or Hai-Sanh), VC chief of the 
Squad for Special Missions. 

Kim’s clandestine network always 
seemed to be one step ahead of'Allied 
intelligence, and numerous efforts to 
ambush Kim and his entourage were un¬ 
successful. Over the next few months, 


Kim was variously reported to be: (If 
back on Tuk Chup, (2) at Nui O across 
the border in Cambodia, (3) attending a 
strategy session in North Vietnam, and 
(4) to have been killed in a B-52 strike in 
Takeo Province, Cambodia. None of 
these rumors, as far as is known, was 
ever verified. 

The last intelligence reports on Chau 
Kim surfaced in the fall of 1972 when he 
was once again reported to be back in the 
Seven Mountains Region. Some hold 
that he was later “purged” during an 
internal power struggle, while others in-' 
sist he crossed over to Cambodia and 
joined the Khmer Rouge. The truth will 
probably never be known. 
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advisers arrived on the mountain and said 
they had information on the location of an 
important enemy cave. In moving toward 
the cave’s reputed location, numerous 
booby traps were encountered. This slowed 
the advance considerably and quickly low¬ 
ered indigenous troop morale; they required 
some prodding to keep moving. More than 
20 Vietnamese were wounded in negotiat¬ 
ing the maze of booby traps as were two of 
the SEALs, one later dying of his wounds. 

By August, three of the main peaks had 
been seized and secured, and were being 
used as radio relay sites and platforms for 
forward observers. On Tuk Chup allied 
troops held the summit and base while the 
VC held the sides and inside. The base 
around Nui Coto was heavily patrolled by 
Mike Force elements assisted by local 
Popular and Regional Force troops. 

There were some interesting sidelights to 
the campaign. During the early phases of 
the assault, SFC Gary W. Dollar of 
Roanoke, Alabama, was wounded and be¬ 
came separated from the indigenous troops 
he was leading. He spent the night alone in a 
dry creek bed on the side of the mountain, 
minus rations or water, until finally picked 
up by a rescue chopper. Back at Can Tho his 
wounds were treated, and he was then trans¬ 
ported to the Alamo Club for a reunion with 
his fellow SF advisers. They watched awe¬ 
struck as Dollar devoured a steak dinner, 
shrimp plate, veal cutlet dinner, two cheese¬ 
burgers, and nine Cokes! 

In addition to the rugged terrain, VC 
snipers using Soviet-made, scope-mounted 
Mosin-Nagant rifles took a steady toll of 
allied personnel. They killed five American 
advisers, wounded several more, and in¬ 
flicted scores of casualties on assaulting 
Mike Force troops. What was particularly 
troubling was the extreme difficulty of 
locating the sniper positions. One SF NCO 
was heard to comment on the almost eerie 
ability of the snipers to score with head 


shots, virtually all of which proved to be 
fatal. 

Despite calls for a speedy advance the 
operation proceeded slowly from August 
through October as virtually every nook, 
cranny and crevice of the rocky terrain had 
to be investigated. VC mortar and machine- 
gun fire, coupled with the devastation 
wrought by the ever present snipers, made 
the advance tough with consistent casual¬ 
ties. There were a number of times when 
Mike Force troops openly balked at advanc¬ 
ing and had to be persuaded to return to the 
fray by their SF advisers. 

The chief complaint among the assault 
force, indigenous troopers as well as advis¬ 
ers, was that they rarely got a glimpse of the 
enemy due to the rocky terrain. Additional¬ 
ly, some advisers complained that the 
troops used in the initial assault were trained 
in jungle warfare, but were out of their 
element when used in mountain fighting, 
hence their poor showing. There was some 
validity in this, and replacement troops later 
brought in were specially trained in moun¬ 
tain warfare. 

There were a number of small, relished 
victories. One sniper, known for his uncan¬ 
ny ability to pick off officers and NCOs, 


Continued on page 76 


SFC Oscar Mendrano, minus shirt, directs 
106mm recoilless rifle fire against a VC-held 
cave. A surrendered VC who had served on 
the mountain for seven years in a mortar 
squad acted as his spotter. 
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SOI 7 CENTRAL AMERICA 


HOLY WEEK 

INVASION 

Sandinistas Stumble into 
Honduran Hornets’ Nest 

by Francisco Car berry & John E. Padgett 


Four days before Easter—in the midst of 
Catholic Latin America’s Holy Week — 
Nicaragua’s Soviet-backed government 
ordered a cross-border strike at the supply 
and training headquarters of the largest anti¬ 
communist rebel group, the Democratic 
Force of Nicaragua (FDN). 

Initial news reports indicated a defeat for 
the FDN. The government in Honduras — 
which routinely denies the FDN’s presence 
along its south central border — acted un¬ 
concerned, releasing little information. It 
closed the combat zone to the news media, 
which explains why most reports on the 
Nicaraguan invasion were sketchy at best, 
incorrect at worst. 

But Soldier of Fortune Editor/Publisher 
Robert K. Brown was undaunted by closed 
border checkpoints. He immediately put 
together an assistance team that included the 
authors, packed up 500 pounds of medical 
supplies donated by SOF readers and 
headed off into the bush. This is the report 
of what was learned from that mission. 


The war is over for these Sandinista troops. 
They fatally underestimated the ability of 
the FDN to repel an invasion. Photo: Paul 
Larkin 
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S USPICIONS about a possible Sandinis- 
ta military strike into Honduras began to 
grow two weeks before Easter. Managua’s 
communist regime closed Nicaraguan bor¬ 
der posts across from Honduras’ El Paraiso 
Province, shutting off a steady flow of polit¬ 
ical and economic refugees into an area 
controlled by the largest and most powerful 
anti-communist force, the FDN. Located 
just a few klicks over the border are the 
FDN’s Center for Military Instruction 
(CIM), its main supply depot and its meager 
air support assets. 

The border closing bolstered intel by 
FDN recon units, who reported a buildup of 
D-30 122mm howitzers and BM-21 multi¬ 
ple rocket launchers just across the Coco 
River from the Las Vegas Salient. Locally 
known as “the elbow,” the Las Vegas Sa¬ 
lient is a piece of Honduras’ El Paraiso 
inside a dogleg of the Rio Coco that juts into 
northern Nicaragua. The river border serves 
as a natural defensive barrier for the sprawl¬ 
ing FDN headquarters complex generally 
known as Las Vegas, actually several 
camps consisting of command headquarters 
and most of the FDN’s main service and 
support facilities. The strategic motive for 
the Sandinistas to hit such a target was ob¬ 
vious. 

The timing also made such a raid seem 
more likely. Devout Catholics, which are 
numerous among the FDN’s ranks, stand 
down for seven days of relaxation and fes¬ 
tivity during Holy Week. And a vote on the 
resumption of U.S. military aid was loom¬ 
ing in Congress. If the communists could 
chalk up a major defeat against the FDN, it 
would lend credence to disinformation that 
the FDN deserved no additional support be¬ 
cause it was incapable of competent military 
operations. 

This thinking was proved wrong on two 
counts. The Sandinista troops who subse¬ 
quently invaded had their asses handed to 
them after being cut off and surrounded by 
the FDN. And the House of Representatives 
surprised even themselves by approving 
$100 million for the anti-Sandinista move- 


“May Day! May Day!” 
the co-pilot frantically 
radioed. “There are 
hundreds — thousands 
— of piricuacos out 
here!” 


ment—$70 million for military aid and $30 
million for humanitarian assistance. 

Despite indications of enemy movement, 
small FDN recon units found the country¬ 
side across the river in Nicaragua quiet and 
apparently empty. They were sent out to 
look again. On 15 March, thinking maybe it 
was a false alarm, the FDN command sent a 
task force of 2,400 men (and women, who 
make up roughly three percent of their 
ranks) into Nicaragua’s Matagalpa Province 
in two columns under the command of El 
Medico, a deceptively rotund and easy¬ 
going doctor-turned-freedom-fighter. 

Unknown to the FDN task force headed 
south into Nicaragua, Sandinista recon ele¬ 
ments already had crossed the Rio Coco and 
penetrated the FDN perimeter around the 
Las Vegas Salient. As El Medico’s men 
trooped south after four weeks of R&R in 
the Las Vegas camps, fitted out in new 
boots, web gear and weapons, they met 
another 1,200-man FDN task force headed 
north after eight months in the bush. Com¬ 
manded by Rigoberto, the column of tat¬ 
tered men looked exhausted by their suc¬ 
cessful hit-and-run forays against the Sandi¬ 
nistas. 

Five days later, on 20 March, border 
activity began to look more ominous to the 
FDN commanders. A Huey pilot landed in 
Las Vegas with a report of a heavy Sandinis¬ 
ta buildup on the Nicaraguan side of the Rio 
Coco. Four communist battalions were 
massing at the river, five rocket launchers 
had been spotted just south of there and a 
much larger force was rumored to be mov¬ 


LEFT: This Honduran soldier was 
determined to fight if the Sandinista 
invasion became more serious. Photo: Paul 
Larkin 


Among the hundreds of Soviet-type weapons 
captured from the Sandinistas by the FDN 
were, from middle foreground back, an 
RPG-7, an RPD, a PKM, and at right an 
assortment of AKs. Photo: Paul Larkin 



ing north. The FDN’s field commander, 
Colonel Enrique Bermudez, asked for 
another aerial recon. The Huey took off 
again, its pilot and co-pilot accompanied by 
an FDN staff officer. 

Heading due south, the Huey flew near 
tree-top level. The canopy of mountain rain 
forest was difficult to penetrate, but it 
seemed quiet. About 12 klicks south of the 
FDN camps, however, just after topping a 
large hill and turning down a valley, the 
Huey flew into a hail storm of lead. One 
rifle round embedded itself in the pilot’s 
heel, another split his left pelvis and a third 
round creased his chest. The co-pilot and 
FDN observer were unhurt, but all three 
were getting soaked as the chopper sprayed 
oil and hydraulic fluid inside its cabin. Blue 
smoke trailed from the wounded bird as the 
firing increased. 

“May Day! May Day!” the co-pilot fran¬ 
tically radioed back to Las Vegas in Span¬ 
ish. “There are hundreds — thousands — 
of piricuacos out here! We’re hit! We’re 
hit!” 

A Hughes 500 Defender was scrambled 
for an SAR. Meanwhile, the Huey’s co¬ 
pilot struggled to turn the shot-up helicopter 
in a half circle and crab away from the heavy 
ground fire. They limped north for about 10 
minutes before plummeting hydraulic 
pressure forced him to auto-rotate into a 
jungle clearing. He and the FDN officer 
immediately went to work on the seriously 
wounded pilot, hoping friendlies would 
reach them before the Sandinistas. 

They looked up from their desperate 
work at the sound of rotors. The chop-chop 
was coming from the wrong direction to be a 
Hind gunship. Still ... 

The Hughes 500 popped over the tree line 
and dropped into the clearing. It was a tight 
fit, but the three stranded men piled quickly 
into the light observation helo. It streaked 
for the field hospital near Las Vegas. The 
wounded pilot survived. The CIA’s dam¬ 
aged Huey subsequently was recovered. 

The FDN command compound was fran¬ 
tic. Commandante Rigoberto was in the 


Captured Sandinista meets the press after 
Holy Week invasion. Photo: Paul Larkin 
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middle of his debriefing with the FDN’s G-2 
shop when someone handed him a tersely 
worded written order directing him to move 
as many of his exhausted men as possible 
out on flank positions. He ran to a staging 
area where his men were lounging about, 
waiting to exchange old equipment for new, 
and sent half of the 1,200 men at the double 
to hilltops several klicks east of the camp. 
The remaining 600 followed at a slower 
pace. 

Radio communication with El Medico 
couldn’t be risked with the enemy on the 
FDN’s doorstep, between the task force and 
FDN headquarters. But El Medico’s men 
were at the enemy’s rear, and the Sandinis- 
tas probably didn’t know it. A runner was 
dispatched from Las Vegas. 

Unknown to FDN commanders, El Medi¬ 
co’s flank security had detected the huge 
Sandinista presence. The task force CO 
commandeered a resupply helicopter and 
flew north. After assessing the situation, he 
returned and ordered both 1,200-man col¬ 
umns to do an about-face for a hard march 
north. They marched non-stop for 30 hours 
and halted, waiting for the main Sandinista 
force to move in and the orders to step in as a 
blocking force. 

That is often the hardest part for any good 
soldier: the wait. 

CUBAN CONCEPT 

The preceding month — February 1986 
— had been a good one for Cuban General 
Nestor Lopez. He had arrived in Managua 
as the new chief tactical adviser to the San- 
dinistas, and to take over command of a 
3,500-man Cuban brigade, which no doubt 
had been dispatched to Nicaragua by Fidel 
Castro for solely humanitarian purposes. 

Lopez’ predecessor, General Arnaldo 
Ochoa, had been recalled to Cuba under a 
cloud. Under Ochoa’s watch, the Nicara¬ 
guan civil war had stalled. Despite flagging 
outside support, the anti-Sandinista rebels 
were holding their own. The rebels hadn’t 
gained any ground. But they hadn’t really 
lost any either. The communist military 
planners knew as well as anyone that in a 
guerrilla war, if the insurgency does not lose 


The retreating 
Sandinistas were caught 
in a withering crossfire 
from above. It was 
Sandinista fish in a 
barrel for the FDN. 


it wins. And after an initial delay caused by 
a $1 million reward offered by Soldier of 
Fortune for a defector to deliver one of the 
aircraft to the free world, the Sandinistas 
had deployed their Mi-24 helicopter 
gunships with Cuban pilots, but with only 
limited effect. 

Lopez wanted to make an immediate im¬ 
pact in his new command. He ordered an 
offensive with one goal: a bold strike to 
cripple the FDN, the most powerful anti¬ 
communist group. And Lopez’ lust to 
please his military mentors in Havana begat 
the Holy Week invasion. 

Infiltration of the Las Vegas salient be¬ 
fore the all-out invasion push was under¬ 
taken under Lopez’ orders by three platoons 
of Commandos de Destine Especial 
(CODE), which were attached to two spe¬ 
cial warfare battalions, known as Battalion 
Lempiesa Internal (BLI), and the Cristobal 
Venegas Frontier Guard Battalion. The two 
BLI battalions were named after two Sandi¬ 
nista heroes in the war against Somoza, 
German (pronounced *‘Herman”) Pomares 
and Francisco Estrada. The three battalions 
— about 1,000 men — spearheaded the 
middle of the Sandinista thrust into Hon¬ 
duras. 

Candidates for CODE units volunteer 
from the battle-hardened BLI units, which 
are internal hunter-killer battalions. Initial 
selection screening is conducted by the 
DGSE, the Sandinista state security version 
of the KGB. A year of grueling training 
includes emphasis on small unit tactics, riv¬ 
er and other waterborne ops, and jungle and 
mountain warfare. This primary phase is 


taught by Soviet Spetsnaz instructors, 
Cubans, East Germans and Vietnamese. 

The last three months focus on demoli¬ 
tion, assassination and infiltration training 
taught by North Korean instructors. Gradu¬ 
ates are assigned to five-man teams within a 
35-man platoon for intensive on-the-job 
training. CODE units never take the easy 
way, said one FDN commander who has 
had the misfortune to encounter them. 
“They never use trails. They make their 
own. When they are after you, most times 
you don’t know it until it’s too late.” 

With the two BLI units and another regu¬ 
lar battalion holding down the middle, the 
left flank of the Sandinista attack was car¬ 
ried out by the 50-02 battalion, a regular 
Sandinista army (EPS) unit. On the right 
Sandinista flank, which struck east of the 
main FDN complex toward the vital dirt 
airstrip at Boca de Arenales, were two other 
BLI formations, the Santos Lopez and Juan 
Pablo Umancor battalions. 

There was a limited force left to defend 
the FDN command complex: 700 seasoned 
troops and 950 recruits just seven days shy 
of graduating from a six-week boot camp at 
the CIM, 800 FDN troops at the main head¬ 
quarters compound (Estrategio) and about 
600 troops occupying the high ground west 
of Las Vegas, overlooking the approach of 
the weakest Sandinista flank. El Medico’s 
2,400 men were holding on the Nicaraguan 
side of the border and the FDN also had 
another 1,200 (exhausted) soldiers just re¬ 
turned from eight months in Nicaragua. 

The objective was to overrun and destroy 
the Las Vegas complex of camps. While the 
west offensive flank moved up to apply 
pressure, the stronger right Sandinista flank 
would bear down in the east to capture the 
FDN air facility. A CODE team also had 
been designated to penetrate inner FDN de¬ 
fenses in hopes of capturing and extracting a 
key FDN leader. 

The attack began with a barrage of artil¬ 
lery and rockets on the main FDN camps in 
the middle of the Las Vegas Salient. Five 
Soviet BM-21 rocket launchers were 
brought to the front, but thanks to the effi- 


Honduran troops sealed off the area near 
the fighting. Only Soldier of Fortune was 
allowed to get near the action. Photo: Paul 
Larkin 



BELOW: Honduran troops were on alert 
near the Nicaraguan border after the Holy 
Week invasion. Photo: Paul Larkin 


RIGHT: U.S. soldiers in the Honduras 
border area, despite their remote location, 
still get their favorite reading material. 
Photo: Paul Larkin 
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BELOW: U.S. Army aircraft maintenance 
crews keep helicopters ready to fly. Photo: 
Paul Larkin 


ciency of Marxist industrial economies, 
only three of them functioned. Mi-8 (NATO 
code name “Hip”) helicopters were used to 
ferry troops to the front, with Mi-24 (NATO 
code name “Hind-D”) gunships held in 
reserve. But the Sandinistas apparently x 
were not willing to risk the embarrassment ; 
of having one of their aircraft shot down on 
Honduran soil. The FDN hacl expected an 
air assault, though, and had a reception 
committee of SA-7s waiting. 

The CODE teams had forced the FDN 
outposts and security patrols back inside the 
perimeter of the main complex. The first 
main infantry assault was launched against 
the FDN’s Center for Military Instruction 
(CIM), the Sandinistas expecting easy and 
early gains against the green recruits. But 
the 950 boots, assisted and encouraged by 
the 700 seasoned FDN regulars, put up 
fierce resistance. The recruits had just com¬ 
pleted weapons training and had been issued 
new rifles. The artillery fire had only a 
marginal effect, and the rockets fell outside 


the camp perimeter. So while the Sandinis¬ 
tas expected weak resistance and an easy 
advance, they found instead a hornet’s nest. 

Intense rifle fire, coupled with grenades 
and RPGs, made it slow going for the cen¬ 
tral Sandinista assault. After losing about 50 
KIA, the Sandinistas fell back to regroup for 
another attack, once the 50-02 Battalion 
moved up on line with them. 

The 50-02 Battalion already had prob¬ 
lems of its own, however. It was pinned 
down by 600 FDN riflemen on hilltops and 
finally was forced to withdraw. As it began 
to dawn on the three Sandinista battalions 
assigned to the middle thrust that the 50-02 
Battalion would not appear, the two BLI 
and the regular units began taking fire to 
their rear. 

El Medico had moved up about 800 of his 
2,400 men to attack the enemy’s middle 
flank from behind. As the 600 weary FDN 
riflemen rolled up the western offensive 
flank, the three enemy battalions in the mid¬ 
dle realized they were being surrounded. An 


attack was quickly ordered in the opposite 
direction — back toward the Nicaraguan 
border. 

El Medico’s 800 men fell back in good 
order along the obvious line of retreat for the 
three Sandinista battalions. FDN resistance 
began to weaken. The communist troops 
began to regain their confidence as they 
broke into a narrow valley leading to the 
border. Which is just what the FDN wanted. 

The 800 retreating FDN soldiers melted 
into the surrounding hillsides, where 800 
more of their colleagues were already in 
position. The retreating Sandinistas were 
caught in a withering crossfire from above. 
It was Sandinista fish in a barrel for the 
FDN. 

Those who escaped this kill zone faced 
ambushes ahead set by the remainder of El 
Medico’s force. 

FDN defenses did not fare as well on the 
east flank. The two BLI battalions assigned 
to the right Sandinista flank had no trouble 
in capturing the air strip from 200 FDN 
defenders. With the collapse of their offen¬ 
sive line to their west, however, they were 
compelled to soon withdraw. Damage to the 
dirt strip was thus limited. 

Casualty figures in this action are impre¬ 
cise and unconfirmable at best. FDN casual¬ 
ties are estimated by SOF staffers in the area 
at roughly 50 killed and 50 wounded, give 
or take 20 percent. Estimates of dead Sandi¬ 
nistas vary from 200-400, with a similar 
number wounded. The capture of nine San¬ 
dinistas was confirmed, along with the re¬ 
covery of 649 AKs dropped by fleeing com¬ 
munist troops. In addition, the FDN recov¬ 
ered thousands of rounds of 7.62x39mm 
ammunition, an unspecified number of 
RPD light machine guns and RPGs, packs 
and personal gear and 13 SA-7 launchers 
with ammunition. 

The U.S. Embassy in Honduras set the 
number of Sandinista invaders at 1,500, 
with some estimates going over twice that 
high. The Honduran government main- 

ConUnited on page 89 
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★ RARE COLLECTORS FIND* 

Tink's Rhodesian Military Camo Track Suits j 

brand new & unissued 

World's last supply. Issued to Police and Reserve Units for 
training, sport and Special Ops. 50% cotton/50% poly, 2-piece 
jacket with zipper, tight running pants with pocket, and leg 
straps per military specs. Only large and medium left. link has 
the lot, and is selling them first come, first serve for $69.95 
medium size. Less than 500 sets remain. Excellent for working 
out, hunting, lounging around, training or combat. Large 
pattern rated World Best Camo by the Pros. Illegal to wear in 
Africa. Send check. Money Order or Credit Card information 
including expiration date. Shipped postpaid for $69.95 forsiz 
medium; $99.95 for large and extra-large 

Safariland Hunting Corp. 

P.0. Box NN. Dept S.O.F. 86, McLean. VA 22101 
No C.O.D.s. Payments in US funds only 
Drawn on US banks only. 

Shipped UPS — give UPS address. 

Tel. 703'356-1997 or 703 356-0620 
Calalog SI .00. 
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SUPERSTITION MT. 

Continued from page 70 

was finally cornered and killed by an SF 
adviser. 

The faltering operation received a shot in 
the arm on the morning of 17 November 
when 400 fresh Mike Force troops, along 
with U.S. advisers from Detachment B-55, 
were dropped in by parachute from U.S. Air 
Force C-130s. They immediately moved to 
the mountain and took up defensive posi¬ 
tions, attempting to consolidate what had 
been gained during the previous three 
months. 

Throughout November and December 
the offensive was renewed and casualties 
were heavy on both sides. SF commanders 
felt they needed more troops for an opera¬ 
tion of this magnitude and voiced their con¬ 
cern up the chain of command. 

By January it was apparent that allied 
forces simply did not have the manpower in 
place to overrun the formidable Viet Cong 
bastion. Reinforcements were promised and 
new plans were formulated to capture the 
knoll. 

Throughout February 1969, meetings 
were held between 5th SF Group personnel, 
IV Corps planners, and officials from the 
44th Special Tactical Zone which was 
charged with primary responsibility for the 
Seven Mountains Region. The conclusion 
was unanimous: The mountain had to be 
taken and the enemy HQ on Tuk Chup 
Knoll, on Coto’s southwest side, neutral¬ 
ized. Past experience dictated that only a 
frontal assault would be successful. The 
only question left unanswered was which 
unit would be assigned the almost suicidal 
mission of conducting the assault. 

Viet Cong forces expected to be encoun¬ 
tered included the 512th Local Force Batta¬ 
lion comprising some 250-300 seasoned 
troops equipped with mortars, recoilless 
rifles, light and heavy machine guns, rock¬ 
et-propelled grenades and assorted small 
arms. The 512th, sometimes in consort with 
other VC units, frequently operated along 
the southern slopes of Nui Coto. The local 
District Force Company, C-805, was also 
present and believed to be clustered primari¬ 
ly on the knoll. To the north, around Nui 
Giai, was the 510th Local Force Battalion, 
some 150-200 strong and equipped along 
the same lines as the 512th. 

Allied planners coordinated their efforts 
and produced a three-phased plan to secure 
the mountain: 

Phase 1: CIDG (Civilian Irregular De¬ 
fense Group) troops from SF camps 
throughout IV Corps, in conjunction with 
local Regional/Popular Forces and the 
National Police, would cordon off the An 
Tuk, Olam, and Coto Village areas that 
nestled around the base of the mountain. 
This would serve to curtail the flow of food 
and supplies to the VC on the mountain as 
well as isolate the local VC and loosen their 
stranglehold on the populace. 
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Phase 2: Allied troops would seal off Tuk 
Chup Knoll and isolate the VC troops there¬ 
on. U.S. Navy riverine forces would patrol 
and ambush along the Tri Ton Canal to 
interdict enemy forces and close off another 
avenue of escape. 

Once phases 1 and 2 had sufficiently 
weakened the enemy, they would proceed 
to ... 

Phase 3: Allied troops would storm the 
knoll, secure it, destroy the labyrinthine 
cave complexes then sweep the entire 
mountain. The enemy, once and for all, 
would be rooted from the area. 

The unit selected for the assault was De¬ 
tachment B-55, 5th Mobile Strike Force 
Command. 

The operation began on 4 March 1969 
and, despite control and coordination prob¬ 
lems, had completed Phases 1 and 2 within 
10 days. A number of small arms were 
captured along with rifle ammo and 60mm 
mortar rounds. Preparations were then 
finalized for the frontal assault on the knoll. 
By 15 March the entire 5th MSF, which had 
been flown in from Nha Trang, was in rear 
positions to the west of Nui Coto. They 
spent the entire day preparing for the im¬ 
pending assault. 

The allied attack began at 0430 on 16 
March with an hour-long artillery barrage 
against known and suspected enemy posi¬ 
tions. At precisely 0530 assault troops 
moved out across the rice paddies toward 
the mountain. Deep within their mountain 
recesses the VC gunners waited. At 0645 
they opened up with a combination of 
RPGs, M79 grenades, automatic and 
assorted small arms fire. Allied troops were 
immediately hit with heavy losses with one 
company sustaining 20-percent casualties in 
the first two minutes. 

Even more distressing was the fact that it 
was almost impossible to tell where fire was 
coming from, so dug in and concealed were 
the enemy gunners. 

Urged on by their commanders, the 5th 
MSF continued to forge ahead and up the 
boulder-strewn slopes. Lead elements of the 
5th reached the summit of the knoll at 0805. 

Allied forces now had a solid line of 
troops extending up the west side of the 
knoll. The plan now called for this line to 
sweep to the south around the flank, clear¬ 
ing out myriad enemy caves as they encoun¬ 
tered them. The remainder of 16 March and 
the entire next day were devoted to finaliz¬ 
ing preparations for the flank assault. Dur¬ 
ing this period both Mike Force battalions 
were constantly subjected to enemy rocket 
and small arms fire and sustained additional 
casualties. 

Dame Fortune smiled on the 5th MSF on 
the 17th when nine VC surrendered. The 
tactical success of the operation thus far, 
plus the ongoing psywar operations, had 
convinced these nine that this time Nui Coto 
would fall. The nine VC were exploited by 
allied intelligence and gave solid informa¬ 
tion concerning VC cave locations, firing 
positions and weapons caches. 

Early on 18 March the 5th began their 
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sweep around the flank with the 2d Batta¬ 
lion assigned responsibility for the upper 
portion of the knoll and the 1st Battalion the 
lower. An assault-in-depth concept was 
used to prevent enemy soldiers from pop¬ 
ping out of spider holes and slit caves and 
shooting at the assaulting force from the 
rear. The guiding principle of the 5th MSF 
was to ensure the VC were always to the 
front of the assaulting line — no easy task, 
given the boulder-strewn terrain and the 
numerous natural cave formations. 

During the early afternoon of the 18th, a 
company of the 1st Battalion encountered 
heavy enemy opposition and sustained 
numerous casualties. A reserve company 
was rushed forward to plug the gap and the 
advance resumed. Due to the necessity of 
methodically searching eveiy cave and rock 
formation, progress continued at a snail’s 
pace. 

The allied advance continued throughout 
the 18th and 19th, clearing caves and un¬ 
covering caches. A ceasefire was declared 
from 0001 to 0730 on the 20th, and an 
intensive psywar campaign was launched 
telling enemy troops that the fall of the knoll 
was imminent, and inviting their surrender 
or defection. At 0730 the attack resumed 
assisted by artillery and air strikes. Over the 
next three days more caves — protected by 
several fields of booby-traps — were cap¬ 
tured including one large complex with a 
number of beds. Inside were a variety of 


weapons including a ChiCom machine gun. 

The most daring exploit of the operation 
took place on 23 March when three Montag- 
nards from the 5th MSF, armed only with 
hand grenades, managed to enter the main 
VC cave complex — rumored to be Chau 
Kim’s cave. They moved some 300 meters 
underground and forward of allied posi¬ 
tions, discovering several large troop in¬ 
stallations and three VC cave arsenals teem¬ 
ing with weapons. They watched as about 
100 VC, male and female, made prepara¬ 
tions to depart Tuk Chup Knoll. During the 
course of their movement through the inter¬ 
connecting cave complexes they killed 
seven VC. They also noted with interest that 
the VC had a complete electrical hook-up— 
and proceeded to cut the wires. While 
attempting to return to their own lines they 
were challenged by enemy guards at a cave 
entrance. The three soldiers had earlier each 
taken an AK-47 from one of the VC arse¬ 
nals, and holding these up as a mark of 
recognition succeeded in bluffing their way 
past the guards. They returned to their own 
lines bringing with them invaluable in¬ 
formation on VC locations as well as va¬ 
rious documents they had seized while in 
the complex. 

The assault continued throughout the 
24th and 25th with more VC caves seized 
and caches of supplies and documents un¬ 
covered. Using information provided by de¬ 
fectors as well as the intrepid three-man 


Montagnard patrol, both MSF battalions lo¬ 
cated and captured the main cave complex. 
Most of the enemy had by this time aban¬ 
doned the complex, but the Mike Force 
troops did capture hundreds of assorted 
weapons, equipment, medical supplies and 
thousands of pages of documents. The cap¬ 
ture of the main cave complex broke the 
back of VC resistance on Tuk Chup Knoll. 

Allied casualties in the final phase of the 
campaign included 45 KIA, three of whom 
were U.S. advisers. VC casualties were 53 
KIA, confirmed by body count, but allied 
commanders estimated the toll of enemy 
dead was actually much higher; bodies had 
either been buried or dragged off. An addi¬ 
tional 10 VC were captured and 23 more 
defected under the “Chieu Hoi” — Open 
Arms — program. 

Enemy losses in weapons and materiel 
were significant. Allied forces had captured 
more than 500 assorted small arms (every¬ 
thing from PPSh submachine guns to U.S.- 
made shotguns), 13 crew-served weapons 
and some 95,000 pages of documents. 
Among the tons of equipment taken were 
typewriters, a mimeograph machine, short¬ 
wave receivers, loudspeakers, U.S. PRC- 
10 radios, mess gear, generators, a movie 
projector, telegraph keys, ChiCom 
flamethrower tanks, blocks of TNT, under¬ 
water mines, power tools, armorer’s tools, 
blasting caps and sewing machines. 

Surviving VC troops, male as well as 
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female, fled the mountain in disarray after 
the capture of the main cave complex. Many 
were killed in the surrounding paddies by 
helicopter gunships. Chanh Chau, a prom¬ 
inent guerrilla leader and VC chief of An 
Tuc Village, was among those who defected 
to the allies. Wounded and sick with dysen¬ 
tery, he had fled the knoll shortly before the 
final assault. Chanh Puth, VC chief of the 
Propaganda Entertainment Subsection, also 
defected. Others, like the mysterious Chau 
Kim, simply disappeared. 

The battle for Nui Coto was pronounced a 
success, and both the U.S. and Vietnamese 
high commands said it effectively ended the 
myth of VC invincibility in the area. Their 
pronouncements proved to be premature, 
however. While the capture of the mountain 
fortress was an important psychological vic¬ 
tory, it only interrupted rather than ended 
communist armed presence in the area. 
Within two months, by May 1969, North 
Vietnamese troops had been introduced into 
the Delta and many went to Chau Doc Prov¬ 
ince to shore up the deteriorating situation. 
In November of that year NVA units 
launched a strong attack against the Mike 
Force troops still guarding Tuk Chup, and 
after several days of vicious hand-to-hand 
combat, were able to recapture the knoll. 
Superstition Mountain and the Rockpile 
continued to change hands until the end of 
the war in 1975. * 


BATTLE BLADES 

Continued from page 12 

target is moving — and trying to kill 
you in the bargain — nothing but pure, 
blind luck would enable you to hit your 
adversary with a lethal throw. A toma¬ 
hawk rotates on its way to the target 
when thrown. A linear cutting surface 
of only four inches makes the distance 
between release point and target criti¬ 
cal. In contests, tomahawks are thrown 
from known — and well practiced — 
distances. Plus or minus eight inches at 
28 feet will mean a bad throw. 

A tomahawk’s best use, though, is as 
a camp tool to cut small limbs, split 
kindling, drive tent pegs or use as a 
light hammer. As much as I enjoy living 
out the moutain man mystique, I don’t 
usually carry a tomahawk when hunt¬ 
ing or camping. But I do keep it around 
the camp. 

One other thing. Don’t confuse a 
hatchet with an honest-to-God toma¬ 
hawk. They are similar, but not the 
same. Atlanta Cutlery (Dept. SOF, 
Box 839, Conyers, GA 30207) has a 
tomahawk with a four-inch cutting 
edge priced at $12.95. Write for more 
details, or call them toll free at 1-800- 
241-3595. Another tomahawk source 
is Track of the Wolf, Inc. Write them at 


Dept. SOF, P.O. Box Y, Osseo, MN 
55369, or call (612) 424-2500. 

Tomahawks are fun, useful and in¬ 
expensive. If you’re a fan of primitive 
weapons or just an avid camper, add 
one to your T.O.E. Just don’t plan on 
using it as a primary edged weapon. 
Not unless you enjoy “counting 
coup,” ^ 


COMBAT 

WEAPONCRAFT 

Continued from page 16 

while at the same time eliminating 
teachers, headmen, retired policemen 
and other respected people who re¬ 
sisted the comrades’ doctrines. The 
same use for the bayonet was com¬ 
monly practiced by the Viet Cong a 
few years back, and although it’s 
abhorrent to us, it is undeniably effec¬ 
tive. 

So far I have dealt with the uses of a 
knife at the end of a rifle. The uses of a 
knife in the hand are too numerous to 
discuss here, but it makes common 
sense to me (and also the Russians) to 
combine the two. The AKM bayonet is 
a handy working knife, as well as filling 
all the needs mentioned above. It can 
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even serve as a wire-cutter when used 
with its scabbard. In contrast, the cur¬ 
rent-issue American bayonet is a sharp 
pointed, double-edged blade, good for 
little else but stabbing. The Ka-Bar is a 
great working knife—Bill Bagwell not¬ 
withstanding — but an American sol¬ 
dier must carry a separate bayonet for 
his rifle. Why not combine the two by 
reinforcing the blade of the Ka-Bar and 
adding a bayonet loop and lug? All 
infantrymen carry a knife, so why not 
increase its use by making it a bayonet 
as well? A good utility knife that could 
serve double duty as a bayonet would 
be an invaluable asset without increas¬ 
ing the weight of the soldier’s load. 

Are bayonets an asset to the combat 
soldier? Without reservation, the 
answer is yes. It’s a tough, multi¬ 
purpose tool that’s saved more than 
just a few lives through the years. If you 
make it an integral part of your combat 
load, it could save yours too. ^ 


KALASHNIKOV’S 

SIDEFOLDER 

Continued from page 59 

SOF’s trip to Afghanistan in 1982. 

Soviet AKM sheet-metal receiver covers 
have transverse reinforcing ribs and rolled 
edges to prevent slicing open the hand when 
retracting the bolt carrier. PRC AKS rifles 
have retained the plain AK-47-type receiver 
cover. If the edge at the rear of the ejection 
port projects ever so slightly away from the 
bolt carrier it can cause a nasty cut if the 
retracting handle is jacked swiftly to the 
rear. This can be corrected by bending that 
portion of the receiver cover inward with 
pliers. 

All other features on this rifle remain as 
before. The method of operation is that of 
all Kalashnikovs and need not be described, 
except to note that PRC AKMs do not em¬ 
ploy the five-piece anti-bounce device and, 
since this weapon is imported as a semiauto¬ 
matic-only, there is no secondary auto¬ 
safety sear. There are four ports on each side 
of the gas cylinder as found on the older 
AK-47 series. An AKM muzzle compensa¬ 
tor has been installed and there is the usual 
cleaning rod mounted under the barrel. The 
rear sight is graduated to 800 meters, again a 
hold-over from the AK-47, as this was in¬ 
creased to 1,000 meters on the Soviet 
AKM. The receiver body is a lmm-thick 
stamped, sheet-metal U-section with 
numerous support rivets that also retain the 
barrel extension with its locking recesses for 
the bolt lugs. All metal surfaces have been 
salt blued, except the bolt group, which 
remains in the white. Disassembly and re¬ 
assembly procedures conform to those of all 
other Kalashnikov rifles. 

The overall length has not been altered by 
the new stock and remains at 35 inches 
(26.5 inches with the stock folded). The 
weight, without magazine, is 8 pounds — 
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somewhat heavy by today’s standards. 
Trigger pull weight on SOF’s test specimen 
was 4.25 pounds. The rifle is equipped with 
a single 30-round all-steel ribbed magazine, 
bayonet (AKM configuration but without 
the wire-cutting feature) and the standard 
ComBloc web sling with leather front keep¬ 
er. No cleaning kit is provided. The sug¬ 
gested retail price is a modest $429.95. 

You can fire thousands of rounds through 
any Kalashnikov and the results will invari¬ 
ably be the same. They are garbage eaters 
and will crank away without stoppages no 
matter how poor the ammunition stuffed 
into their chambers. However, this rifle’s 
firing pin is not spring loaded and only 
cartridges with hard military primers should 
be fired. No problem. There is plenty of 
inexpensive PRC and Yugoslavian Berdan 
primed 7.62x39mm available that will do 
nicely. PMC (Pan Metal Corporation) is 
also offering both soft-point and military 
FMJ ball loadings with Boxer primed brass 
cases manufactured in the Republic of 
Korea on U.S. machinery. The ball load has 
MilSpec primers. Use if The PMC soft- 
point cartridges I examined appeared to 
have been assembled with softer commer¬ 
cial primers. 

We fired PRC ammunition with a ‘71 83’ 
headstamp indicating factory code 71 
manufactured in 1983. It has a brown- 
lacquered steel case, is Berdan primed and 
mildly corrosive. This ammunition con¬ 
forms to original Soviet specifications. The 


Soviet-type PS boattail projectile weighs 
123 grains and has a steel core with a muzzle 
velocity of 2,330 fps. The accuracy per¬ 
formance of this rifle and ammunition were 
average for a Kalashnikov. Although SOF’s 
Demo Team managed one three-shot group 
of 1 inch at 100 yards, our five-shot groups 
averaged between 4 and 5 inches. Kalash¬ 
nikov ejection patterns are always violent: 
at least 30 feet to the right and front of the 
muzzle. Of course there were no stoppages. 
Felt recoil is low and handling characteris¬ 
tics with the new side-folding stock are ex¬ 
cellent. * 
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disappearing into tails of sand blown across 
the hardpack like snow from a mountaintop. 
Mesquite scrub closely flanking the road 
had preserved a pile of fractured clay be¬ 
tween the ruts of the road, and the same 
blocky-tread athletic shoe print was visible 
that we’d seen up on the highway. Aguirre 
beamed, “Yup, we got’em now.” 

The quarry had struck off cross-country 
from the sendero followed by Turner and 
J.J. When the refugees found an easier road 
running the way they wanted to go, they 
took it. Aguinre radioed J.J. and reported. 

“You get on up by that house farther 
north and see if there’s any sign,” J.J. 


ordered, “We’ll load up and see you up 
there.” 

Aguirre got behind the wheel, stepped on 
the accelerator, and we sped a couple of 
miles up the road. There was no sign of the 
wets at the house, but a little way along the 
clay track, a boot heel pointed toward the 
stock tank. We cautiously approached the 
brush around the little reservoir, seeing 
potato-chip bags and more bootprints. Fol¬ 
lowing the trail down to the water’s edge, 
the water-softened clay showed cowboy- 
boot tracks pointing toward a small bass- 
boat tied to a mesquite trunk, and the prints 
were at least size 12. 

“That’s a rancher .. . fishing.” 

“You don’t have trouble with landown¬ 
ers?” 

“No, around here they’re pretty coopera¬ 
tive. Some people just don’t like you on 
their land, but unless they hire illegal aliens 
most don’t much mind. The majority give 
us gate keys.” 

Movement down in the scrub showed us 
where Turner and J.J. were. They slouched 
over their horses like models in a cigarette 
ad. 

“Is it much of a burden having to be so 
picturesque all the time?” Turner just 
laughed and shook his head. 

We got back in the pickup and headed off 
toward a collection of tumble-down frame 
and mud-brick buildings, like a little aban¬ 
doned Mexican village on the wrong side of 
the river. 
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“This is a good place to look,” Aguirre 
had slowed again and was looking out the 
window, “illegals will lie up in vacant 
buildings overnight sometimes.” Our quar¬ 
ry was more cautious; we found nothing. 

After a few hours of finding and losing 
the track, we were on the point of giving up, 
when one strange stippled pattern in the dirt 
at the side of the clay road attracted Aguir¬ 
re’s attention. 

“What is that?” 

“It’s a soccer boot print.” 

“We didn’t see any soccer shoes down by 
the road.” 

“Yeah, but this shouldn’t be here, any¬ 
way.” 

Casting back and forth through the brush, 
we found more tracks, including the block- 
tread athletic shoe and the other familiar 
prints of our little party. Soccer Shoes, as 
the agents began calling him, walked in the 
coarse grass most of the time. Possibly he 
was concerned about leaving tracks, but his 
long-cleated, hard-soled shoes may not 
have been comfortable on the hard pack of 
the road. At any rate, the chase was on 
again. 

Turner and J.J. were moving up to our 
position, because the tracks they were fol¬ 
lowing had been blown away entirely. As 
we followed on foot, the track became more 
complex and twisted from cover to cover. 
Aguirre reported this information to the 
horse patrol. J.J. came back on the horn and 
suggested they call for air support. 

“They might have seen us,” Aguirre 
scanned the horizon. “If they have, it’s time 
to bring in the plane,” 

The Border Patrol Southern Region in¬ 
ventories Hughes 500 choppers, and Super 
Cub and Cessna 182 fixed-wing aircraft. 
After a few minutes, one of the Cessnas 
hopped over the horizon and buzzed us. J.J. 
and Aguirre each radioed information and 
the little airplane began a series of wide 
swings across the arid-brush country. The 
182 came and went several times, and we 
walked along the overgrown track, heads 
up, looking for movement against the wind 
in the brush or for telltale colored clothing. 

Nothing. 

“These tracks must be from earlier to¬ 
day. Something else must have startled 
them. They aren’t here now, anyway.” The 
collapse of any tension seemed to leave 
Aguirre disgusted. “I’ll take you back to 
town. We aren’t going to find anything 
now. You can link up with a Mo-Pac patrol 
if we get back this afternoon, and you can 
get set up to sweep the railyards tonight.” 

Turner and J.J. stoically rode farther and 
farther away from us along the animal trails 
lacing the valley floor. They would stay out 
till the end of their shift, mark the spot, 
report, and pick the trail up again the next 
day. 

Although Border Patrol sources wouldn’t 
hazard any guess what percentage was get¬ 
ting through their sector, observation of 
their methods and results suggests that a 
high percentage are picked up within a few 
hundred yards of the border, and well over 


half of the remainder is picked up in the 
hinterlands as they make their way to cities 
and jobs. Sector chief Teverbaugh says that 
once the illegals enter the bush, they’re 
playing the Patrol’s game. Illegal aliens 
then begin lives of months or years of evad¬ 
ing the less aggressive and detailed but 
wider-spread net of documentation checks 
in areas where they live and work. 

In Laredo the biggest collection point for 
illegals is what agents call Mo-Pac, after the 
Missouri-Pacific railroad that once owned 
and operated the Laredo switchyards. Un¬ 
skilled and semi-skilled labor floods the 
Laredo market, and the Patrol presence is 
strong, so the alien’s first priority is to get 
out of the area, and travel to some large city 
where the appetite for cut-rate labor is near¬ 
ly bottomless. Highways out of Laredo are 
beset with traps for fleeing Latins, and the 
rail lines are relatively clear, so if they can 
get through the switchyards, they’re nearly 
home free. 

Agent Scherzer was again the guide for 
the late shift. We met at sector HQ and 
headed out for a circuit of road checkpoints 
just after dark. 

“Put these on,” he handed me a set of 
night vision goggles. “Wets walk along the 
rails at night sometimes, since tracks are 
easier to follow in the dark. ’ ’ The wavering, 
pulsing green glow of South Texas night at 
highway speed seen through night vision 
equipment was mysterious and nauseating. 

“See anything?” 

“Not yet.” 

“If they’re out there, people will show up 
pretty bright. T-shirt collars, straw hats, 
white socks, anything that reflects light 
stands out. *’ Still, aside from the occasional 
burst of light from a ranch house security 
lamp, the only light in the goggle’s interior 
screen was that reflected from green wheel- 
polished rails slithering endlessly along the 
green-black ground. 

“Is the flood of illegals changing the 
proportion of aliens from each country?” 

“Nah, most are still Mexicans, So many 
are Mexicans and there’s so little of any¬ 
thing else, we lump the rest together as 
OTMs ... other than Mexicans. We get 
some of every country, though.” 

“You mean that you might catch an 
Albanian tonight?” 

“Bite your tongue!” Scherzer shook his 
head, “Salvadorans and Guatemalans and 
Haitians cause enough paperwork: I 
wouldn’t get out on patrol for a week if I 
caught an Albanian.” 

“So you don’t get Eastern Europeans 
through here?” 

4 ‘Sure, we do, but they’re harder for us to 
process. You see, if we catch a Mexican, we 
can just show him to the border. He’s classi¬ 
fied as Voluntary Return, a VR as we call- 
’em. But if we bag anything else, they have 
to be handed through the Border Patrol sys¬ 
tem up to Immigration and Naturalization 
Service, so he can ask for political asylum 
or whatever’s appropriate. It’s a lot more 
work, and we’ve got enough of that,” he 
snorted. 
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We pulled up behind the communications 
van at the checkpoint and got out. Earlier in 
the day this checkpoint's MP5 submachine 
gun had been picked up, and the agents were 
still talking about the rumor of Libyan 
agents looking for a coyote across. SMGs 
loaded with 9mm Silvertip hollowpoints 
had been distributed to checkpoints that 
Libyans might try to run. 

“But alloy hollowpoints don’t penetrate 
vehicles well, do they?” 

“No, but that’s what we were issued,” 
volunteered an agent between checking cars 
full of passengers. 

“Do you catch anything at these check¬ 
points?” 

“Traffic through here’s real regular,” 
observed one of the officers, “and a certain 
percentage of it is illegal. We spot-check 
passengers and loads alike. Of course, 
trucks are the biggest-volume carriers of 
contraband across this part of the border.” 

Hour after hour, agents inspect cars, vans 
and trucks, check customs seals on semis, 
and regularly radio sector headquarters for 
help and transportation to move fresh 
caught illegals back to HQ or to the border 
crossing. It’s usually hot, always tedious, 
mostly boring and occasionally dangerous. 
All along the border, violence is on the rise. 

The railway yard roust appointment was 
approaching, so after touring the highway 
checkpoint we climbed into the vehicle, 
pulled across the median and headed back to 
town. 

“You’ll have to be careful when we get 
into the yards,” Scherzer advised, “there’s 
all kinds of wire and scrap metal on the 
ground, and against the background noise of 
the yard, a free-rolling freight car is perfect¬ 
ly silent.” 

Just two nights before, the railyards had 
been packed with trains and they had all 
swarmed with Mexicans jumping trains. A 
Hughes 500 helicopter with searchlights 
had been called in to illuminate the trains. 
But tonight, the river was high, several in¬ 
tercept missions had been run on the under¬ 
side of the railroad bridge — a favorite high 
road for the young — and the trains were 
nearly clean. In fact, after inspecting a few 
cars and finding them perfectly empty, we 
were ready to find a more productive beat. 

“Hey, hold on, there are a few in here,” 
the cry went up from a railroad special agent 
inside one of the galvanized sheet-covered 
automobile transports. Multi-cell duty 
flashlights were aimed at the top of the 
triple-tier car-carrier and a couple of heads 
covered with tousled black hair peered over 
the edge. A Patrol Agent called for them to 
come down in clear idiomatic Spanish, but 
the young men apparently didn’t like the 
idea of the man with the camera. A Patrol 
Agent explained that we represented an 
American magazine. 

At that point they began scrambling 
down, combs out by the time they hit the 
dirt. The half-dozen teenagers demanded to 
have their pictures taken, so they assembled 
into a compact formation, each assuming 
his pose, and SOF reporters obliged. 
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Cheap assembly is available in Mexico, 
so an increasing number of American auto¬ 
mobiles are put together there. As they 
move on railroad cars north to the United 
States, some of these vehicles become pri¬ 
vate coaches for young Mexicans on their 
way north. 

“When it’s cold, they’ll let themselves 
into the cars, the keys are in the ignition, 
and they lounge or sleep on the seats, idling 
the engine so the heater runs, listening to the 
radio and filling the ashtrays,’* a railway 
special agent laughed. “The distributors 
know what happened when they turn the key 
at the other end and there isn’t enough gas to 
get the car off the train. But we don’t give 
these people any trouble. As far as we’re 
concerned they’re simple trespassers. Of 
the Mexicans we see in the yards, 99 percent 
of them are not criminals; they’re just ordi¬ 
nary people trying to find a better job.” 

Scherzer cut in at that point: “But the 
people who smuggle the illegals in are the 
lowest form of life. They deal in stolen 
goods, drugs and death.” 

There was general agreement, and the 
group was instantaneously illuminated by 
vehicle lights: Another Patrol vehicle had 
arrived. 

“I suppose we can let the wets collect 
here,” Scherzer said. “Let’s take a walk.” 

Glenn Simpson had come with the new 
vehicle, and he joined us to walk a beat 
across the railyards and into a residential 
area. Sodium vapor lamps put a yellow gel 
across what had been a blue velvet night as 
we entered the streets of the largely- 
Hispanic area. We walked some time, 
Glenn and David pointing out various possi¬ 
ble collection points for illegal aliens. 

“But this is the best,” Scherzer said with 
satisfaction, as we sauntered up to the edge 
of a steep debris-strewn slope which 
dropped into overgrown blackness, barely 
washed by the lemonade-colored light from 
the closest streetlamp. “It’s an old gravel 
pit, and it provides good cover for Mexicans 
who wait out the evening here until it’s time 
to board the trains.” 

“Do you drive the area to flush them into 
the streets?” 

The Patrol Agents laughed, and Scherzer 


CAMBODIAN RECON 

Continued from page 57 

before seizing, but to everyone’s amaze¬ 
ment and pleasant surprise the head- 
wounded soldier recovered in the hospital. 

How effective were the KPNLF soldiers 
in combat? Good. True, they are not molded 
in the “spit and polish” tradition, and their 
discipline would undoubtedly appear lax in 
comparison to a regular army. But they 
aren’t fighting a * ‘regular’ ’ war. They suffer 
acute shortages of ammunition, their living 
conditions are poor, the food is basic and 
they receive no pay. 

Yet when the time comes to shoot and be 


said, “That’s a little too enthusiastic. Ten 
years ago I used to chase wets down dark 
trails. Now I wait for them where I know 
they’ll show up. It’s open, lit ground from 
here to the yards, and they can’t get there 
without crossing it.” 

“Well, if this pit collects wets, why not 
doze it over and turn it into a parking lot?” 

“Because catching wetbacks is like 
fishing for bass.” Simpson began to splutter 
with laughter, but Scherzer continued. 
“No, Glenn, this is serious. If you leave 
hiding places, they always collect there. If 
you clean everything up, then they’re 
spread out all over the place. This gravel pit 
is best just as it is.” 

The theory sounded plausible, but high 
water and big hauls on previous nights had 
cut into traffic. We saw no one. 

“This is the best job I can imagine,” 
Scherzer sighed. “It’s better out cutting 
sign, but it’s good anyplace. I love to hunt, 
and that’s what this is like: hunting. But it’s 
better than hunting, because this game is the 
smartest.” 

Simpson mumbled agreement and we 
walked back across no-man’s land to the 
yards. 

Other vehicles had gathered from the sur¬ 
rounding area, most of them filled with 
Mexicans. We began to load the young men 
into our vehicle and into one other van that 
had some room left. Six Mexicans crowded 
into the back of the carryall, politely hand¬ 
ing notebooks and night vision equipment 
forward to us. As we motored to the bridge, 
the young men chatted quietly. Again we 
stopped in the parking area just north of the 
bridge and the Patrol’s charges were led to 
the sidewalk which would take them back to 
Mexico. 

We stood and watched them walk past the 
U.S.-side port of entry enjoying the cooling 
75-degree midnight breeze after the hot, 
leaden day. As the adolescent illegals left 
the United States, one of them turned and 
called in heavily accented English: “See 
you tomorrow night!” 

Several Patrol agents waved back, grin¬ 
ning. “I’m sure you will,” one muttered, 
“I’m sure you will.” ^ 


shot at, they’re out there. Many are just 
boys and young men, whose youth is being 
eaten up soldiering at a time when their 
peers in the West are enjoying an education, 
a movie, or dancing. And on top of it all, 
they’re volunteers. 

Because the operation was executed in 
darkness, it’s difficult to evaluate the tactics 
used. But one characteristic was manifest: 
their determination and bravery. Guts, we 
used to call it. 

Perhaps the effectiveness of the Ang 
Kan sang operation is best judged by this 
significant report received in Nong Chan 
four days after the attack: “A battalion of 
Vietnamese troops and another 122mm 
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Retail $275.00 
Sale $225.00 
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areas, existing in a state of continual, if 
sporadic, warfare. But they have not 
been abandoned. 

Associated with each camp, and liv¬ 
ing close by, are the soldiers of the 
Khmer People’s National Liberation 
Front (KPNLF, once known as the 
Khmer Serei or Free Khmers). The 
KPNLF (reportedly 12,000-strong 
though this is regarded as an inflated 
figure) was formed in March 1979 from 
the union of five Khmer Serei groups. 

Former monarch of Cambodia, Prince 
Norodom Sihanouk also has his own fol¬ 
lowing on the border although somewhat 
smaller: the estimated 5,000-man 
national Sihanoukist Army (ANS), pre¬ 
viously known as Moulinaka. In June 
1984 they joined with the KPNLF to 
form the Permanent Military Committee 
for Coordination (PERMICO), headed 
by General Sak Soutsakhon, former su¬ 
preme commander of the Cambodian 
armed forces prior to 1975 and now chief 
of staff and first vice-president of the 
KPNLF. 

With the permission of the Bangkok 
office of PERMICO, and the permission 
and letters of authorization from the 
Royal Thai Army in both Bangkok and 
Aranyaprathet, it is possible to pass by 
the numerous Royal Thai Army check- 
posts and cross the bamboo curtain of 
Cambodia to visit the front-line freedom 
fighters. 

I spent two weeks along the border in 
August 1984, visiting not only the hold¬ 
ing camps of Khmer refugees inside 
Thailand, but also four camps inside 
Cambodia: Nong Chan, Nong Samet, 
Ampil and Dong Rek. Although these 
camps were overrun by the combined 
weight of the Vietnamese and the Kam¬ 
puchea People’s Republic Armed Forces 
— the Heng Samrin army — in the dry 
season offensive of 1985, the anti¬ 
communist resistance was not crushed 
but merely dispersed. 

Today they have established new 
camps on the ruins of the old ones, or 
else nearby, and life continues as before. 

In Ampil, headquarters of the 
KPNLF, a 115-round bombardment just 
prior to my visit had the camp residents 
frightened and the United Nations’ bor¬ 
der officials restricting refugee relief 
workers there to ‘‘limited access.” This 
meant they could not enter the camp 
except to deliver essential supplies. Wa¬ 
ter tanks and a temporary tent hospital 
were set up for the 32,000 residents 
about 500 meters from the camp’s en¬ 
trance. 

I managed to see General Diendel, 
second vice-president of the KPNLF and 
Ampil camp commmander, for his 
assessment of the shelling. The general 
was in his garden pruning roses. Behind 
him, work on his new reinforced con¬ 
crete bunker was in progress. 

His comment was brief and to the 
point: “Some people might get excited 
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about this (shelling),” he said, “but for 
us, it’s just normal.” 

Normal or not, any civilian family 
without a bunker was, like the general, 
busily constructing one. ‘ ‘We encourage 
the civilians, in fact we insist, that they 
build bunkers to protect themselves,” 
said Gen. Diendel. 

In other camps along the border the 
situation was more relaxed and activities 
relatively normal, but the residents of 
Dong Rek were disturbed by the recent 
shelling of Ampil and the O’Bok camp 
further north. Men asked me when they 
would be resettled in third countries like 
America, Australia or New Zealand. 
Others decided on more direct action: 
Some 44 Vietnamese left the camp to 
join the United Front for the Liberation 
of Vietnam (UFLVN). From somewhere 
in the jungle, the armed UFLVN resis¬ 
tance force reportedly sends commando 
units on raids inside Cambodia and Viet¬ 
nam, and operates a clandestine radio 
station that broadcasts twice a day into 
Vietnam. 

The KPNLF often draws its troops 
from the ranks of defectors. Morale has 
always been reported low in the Heng 
Samrin army which, since 1980, has 
been filled with conscripts drawn by lot 
owing to the lack of volunteers. In the 
first half of 1984 some 150 soldiers de¬ 
fected to the KPNLF with their 
weapons. These defectors are severe in 
their denunciation of Vietnam’s involve¬ 
ment in Cambodia, although their criti¬ 
cisms generally reflect the traditional en¬ 
mity between the two countries which 
has existed for centuries. Some I spoke 
with in Nong Chan, however, gave first¬ 
hand accounts of Vietnam’s alleged mis¬ 
treatment of the Cambodians. 

Min Savoeuy, a 21-year-old from 
Prey Vieng province, was a combat sol¬ 
dier with Infantry Battalion Number 4 
which fought the Khmer Rouge on many 
occassions near Tonle Sap. As an assis¬ 
tant section leader he made about 
U.S.$5.28 per month. Why did he de¬ 
fect? “Because I couldn’t stand seeing, 
with my own eyes, the cruelty of the 
Vietnamese to the Khmer people,” he 
charged. “Some Khmer traders were 
going to the border to sell chickens. The 
Vietnamese wanted the chickens but the 
Khmer traders would not hand them 
over, so they (the Vietnamese) killed 
them with grenades.” 

As Gen. Diendel repeatedly stated, 
“Our number one enemy is Vietnam.” 
He stresses that KPNLF intentions have 
never been to achieve military victory 
over Vietnam, but rather a political one, 
thereby ensuring a state recognized and 
protected by international law. But in 
order to achieve this they must press the 
Vietnamese into combat so as to force a 
Vietnamese recognition of their military 
credibility. 

Many more raw recruits could be 
accommodated by the KPNLF if not for 
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the shortage of weapons to supply them. 
These shortages are a persistent 
headache to the KPNLF and they don’t 
understand the reasons behind it. Gen. 
Diendel is appreciative in his acknow¬ 
ledgement of the moral and material sup¬ 
port from Thailand and other ASEAN 
nations, but is critical of the lack of aid 
from the “freedom-loving democratic 
countries of the West.” 

The KPNLF’s principal supplier of 
arms, like the Khmer Rouge, is Com¬ 
munist China. But the KPNLF claims 
that for every one gun they receive, the 
Khmer Rouge gets a hundred. On the 
surface this should present no problem 
as the KR and the KPNLF/ANS are part¬ 
ners in the Coalition Government of 
Democratic Kampuchea, in opposition 
to the Vietnamese-backed regime of 
Heng Samrin. But privately many 
Khmers dislike the connection and dis¬ 
trust the Khmer Rouge. “Pol Pot was 
more cruel than Hitler— he at least did 
not kill his own people,” said a KPNLF 
officer whose wife and children had 
been killed by the KR. Some, re¬ 
membering Heng Samrin’s former days 
as a KR officer before his defection to 
Vietnam in 1977, even fear a secret 
alliance of Heng Samrin and the Khmer 
Rouge. 

Ironically, some analysts recognize 
that a Vietnamese withdrawal from 
Cambodia, right now, could be dis¬ 
advantageous to the KPNLF and the 
non-communist alliance as a whole. It 
would create a power vacuum that would 
be filled by the militarily superior 
Khmer Rouge, now estimated to have at 
least 40,000 men under arms. 

The KPNLF wants to fight the Viet¬ 
namese but to do this effectively, they 
say, the West must support them with 
not only lethal aid — arms and ammuni¬ 
tion — but with non-lethal aid as well — 
food and medicine, uniforms, mosquito 
nets and hammocks. ^ 


HOLY WEEK 
INVASION 

Continued from page 75 

tained its tight-lipped (and this time red- 
faced) policy. Having denied the existence 
of the FDN within its borders, it couldn’t 
very well admit that anti-communist guer¬ 
rillas killed the hundreds of Sandinistas 
whose bodies began showing up at military 
bases for disposal. And with its tense rela¬ 
tions with Nicaragua, Honduras couldn’t 
say its troops killed them either. 

Most embarrassed, however, was Nicar¬ 
agua. Setting out to discredit the FDN as a 
viable fighting force, the Sandinistas 
angered their closest allies in Congress, 
such as Speaker Thomas P.“Tip” O’Neill, 
and lost face militarily in the bargain. 

The Sandinistas claimed victory, but it 
was very much like the “victory” declared 
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by Lord Cornwallis over General Nathaniel 
Greene after the Battle of Guilford Court¬ 
house in the American Revolution. It was an 
immense loss of British men and equipment 
to a relatively untrained, ill-equipped and 
numerically inferior force under Greene, 
who led a masterfully planned series of con¬ 
trolled retreats that repeatedly mauled Brit¬ 
ish lines before falling back. The Crown 
was singularly unimpressed by the claim of 
victory. “Another such victory as this 
would ruin the British Army,” Cornwallis 
was advised. 

Even the Sandinistas cannot claim the 
token advantage held by Cornwallis, that of 
holding the field after the battle. Guilford is 
a little-known battle, but all important, for it 
helped set the stage for the final patriot 
victory at Yorktown seven months later. 

Victory for Nicaragua’s anti-communist 
freedom fighters remains a far-off goal. But 
Congress has given them the means to win. 
And they proved, during the Holy Week 
invasion, their ability to fight. Now the bur¬ 
den to achieve victory is on them — to make 
the dream of a “Yorktown” against Soviet- 
Cuban imperalism in Central America a 
reality. But much hard work — and much 
dying — remains to be done in their quest 
for liberty. 


AID AND COMFORT 

Getting to la zona — the FDN combat 
zone — is never easy for a gringo, even 
one with friends at the front. This trip 
was no exception. 

Responding to heavy fighting result¬ 
ing from an invasion of southern central 
Honduras by Nicaragua in late March 
1986, SOF Publisher Robert K. Brown 
led a team to assist the Freedom Fighters 
in whatever way possible. Our primary 
mission was medical assistance. Toward 
that end, two medical specialists from 
Refugee Relief International, Inc., 
Felipe Picazon and myself, accompa¬ 
nied the team. 

We had brought 500 pounds of medic¬ 
al supplies, much of it donated by SOF 
readers. Among these were 600 doses of 
badly needed tetanus vaccine and anti¬ 
toxin. 

There was a problem getting us and 
our goodies into the FDN’s AO. The 
FDN was glad to see us. The Hondurans, 
who for diplomatic reasons could not 
acknowledge the presence of the FDN, 
were less excited about outsiders visiting 
the area. The press was banned from la 
zona. 

Our Refugee Relief credentials got us 
through the first two Honduran check¬ 
points. They searched our gear at the 
third, however. “Everybody out of the 
jeep,” they told us. We got through by 
bribing the Honduran sergeant with 
some battle dressings and C-rations. 

The trip for the most part, though, is 
hoursriong droning boredom in the back 
of a jeep usually too loud to permit nor- 
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COMMAND 

SHIRTS 


$8.50 each or 2 for $15.50 



Send check or money order to: 


COMMAND SHIRTS 

8 Woodstock Court 
Oyster Bay, New York 11771 

U.S. Currency only! 

Add $1.50 Postage/Handling 
N.Y. residents add sales tax 
Canada add $2.00 

Foreign add 30 % 


mal conversation. It also happens to be 
one of the most bone-crunching, four- 
wheeled trips on the planet. They save 
the excitement for last. The rutted dirt 
road winds into a no-man’s land on the 
border between Nicaragua and Hon¬ 
duras. The Nicaraguan border was often 
less than 100 meters to our right, with 
bunkers and wire fences visible. The 
Honduran side was fully fortified, in¬ 
cluding a battery of 105mm howitzers, 
supplemented by roving patrols. 

We turned off at a nondescript adobe 
shack and found ourselves surrounded 
by FDN security men and women in 
civilian clothes carrying FN FALs and 
AKs. We were recognized, and passed 
through to the small valley below, in 
which were located the administrative 
tent, hospital supply tent, sick call build¬ 
ing and some living quarters. While we 
shook hands and caught up on the news, 
a line of troops passed down the medical 
supplies, which were gratefully re¬ 
ceived. 

The FDN forward Field hospital facil¬ 
ity was well-dispersed, with supply and 
administration in one location, out¬ 
patient, dental and student facilities in 
another, and surgery, X-ray (yes X-ray!) 
and wards in yet another. Buildings of 
local construction were used, and tents 
were well-camouflaged. 

Looking at the camouflage, Felipe 
and I realized this was the first time in 
our military experience that we were on 
a side that did not enjoy air superiority. 
As the occasional Honduran or FDN 
helicopter passed over the area, we 
could see the troops glancing nervously 
upward. There were many among us 
who had seen the business end of an 
Mi-24 helicopter gunship. Some were 
there as a result of the experience. 

Although the Freedom Fighter medic¬ 
al facilities are never long on supplies, 
they still help nearby civilians in need. 
During our visit, hundreds of people 
from both sides of the Nicaraguan- 
Honduran border presented themselves 
for treatment, some of the more serious 
cases being hospitalized and cared for by 
the FDN “Cuerpo Medico,” or medical 
corps. The treatment costs the recipient 
nothing, but the Freedom Fighters have 
been paid in goodwill and support by the 
campesinos. 

“Some of these people are from 
Nicaragua,” said one clinic doctor, 
“and they have been driven out by the 
Sandinistas and have lost everything. 
They are the ones we are fighting for. 
We can’t deny them what little we have 
to give.” As for the Hondurans, he indi¬ 
cated a long line outside the outpatient 
clinic with a sweep of his hand: “Look at 
how poor they are. Look at the children. 
How can we refuse them?” 

Indeed. One was a girl of four in the 
tertiary stages of malnutrition and de¬ 
hydration. Her young belly protruded 
grotesquely from her frail, sallow frame, 


“Just like the real McCoy!” 


NEW! 


CAP-FIRING 
MODEL GUN KITS 
• NOISE • SMOKE • SHELL EJECTION 





"These cap-firing ‘Blowback’ 
model gun kits are easy to 
assemble, fun to use, and 
are perfect for display." 

. .. says actor SCOTT GLENN 
star of the movie, “Silverado.” 

NOW 

AVAILABLE 

A wide variety of 
realistic, full-size, 1:1 
scale model guns in kit 
form. Fun to assemble 
using parts just like real guns, 
and once assembled, they do 
everything an original semi-automatic 
does except fire bullets. 

Special caps insert into precision 
machined brass cartridges. When 
triggered, the cap creates noise, smoke, 
and realistic ‘blowback" action, ejecting 
the spent shell and chambering the next 
shell. This continues until the entire clip 
is used. Full automatic models continue 
firing as long as the trigger is engaged. 

Models are made of high-impact ABS 
resin and zinc alloy metal. Completely assembled 
versions are also available at slightly higher prices. 

MODEL SHOWN: REVOLVER (39-2104KM) (n $61 ppo 


MODELS CANNOT BE MADE TO FIRE REAL AMMO 
THESE REPLICAS DO NOT FIRE A PROJECTILE 


AMERICAN M1911, 
(39-514KM). 

s 75 



MANY 

OTHER 

MODELS 

AVAILABLE 


ISRAELI 

UZI. 

(39-603KM) 

s 189 ppd 


ALL MOOELS 
SAME SIZE 
AS ORIGINALS 


RMOL'RY, 


^ □ FREE 
f Color catalog of 
/ Militaria, Rep//ca 
' Model Guns, Stage Prop 
\ Guns, Historic Swords. 

Suits of Armour, Flags, 

'-•Medals, Badges & More. 

INC™" 

800 SLATERS LANE 
BOX 1061, DEPT SO 
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22313 

SEND:_ 

□ MONEY ORDER □ CHECK ENCLOSED 
Credit Card Orders: Toll Free (800) 638-2000, 24 HOURS 
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STATE/ZIP__ 
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UNIVERSAL MILITARY OUTFITTERS 

BIGGER AND BETTER THAN EVER 

SUPER SAVINGS 

* FREE SHIPPING ANYWHERE IN THE CONTINENTAL U.S. * 

* FREE SHOULDER BAG WITH EVERY ORDER OVER $75.00 * 


G.I. MA-1 FLIGHT JACKET 

ODiCAMO,BLUE, BLACK XS-XL 

$ 45.00 

G.I. M-65 FIELD JACKET 

OD.CAMO.BLACK XS-XL 

$ 52.00 

G.I. A-2 DECK JACKET OD 

S-XL 

45.00 

G.I. LINER FOR M-65 

XS-XL 

15.75 

G.I. N2B FLIGHT PARKA 

SUB-ZERO S-XL 

85.00 

G.I. N3B FLIGHT PARKA 

SUB-ZERO XS-XL 

120.00 

U.S. FLIGHT VEST (LIKE MA-1 W/O SLEEVES) 
OD.BLUE.CAMO.BLACK XS-XL 

36.00 

G.I. BLACK COMMANDO SWEATER 

STATE CHEST SIZE 

40.00 

G.I. PONCHO LINER, CAMO 

22.00 

G.I. SLEEPING BAG 

85.00 

T-SHIRT S/S CAMO 

S-XL 

2/10.00 

G.I, JUNGLE HAT - OD & CAMO 

6^/8 - 7% 

10.00 

G.I. WOODLAND BDU SHIRT 

XS-XL STATE LENGTH 

25.00 

G.I. OD RIPSTOP SHIRT 

XS-XL REG LENGTH ONLY 

25.00 

G.I. WOODLAND BDU PANTS 

XS-XL STATE LENGTH 

25.00 

G.I. OD RIPSTOP PANTS 

XS-XL REG LENGTH ONLY 

25.00 

WOODLAND SET (SHIRT & PANTS) 

45.00 

OD RIPSTOP SET (SHIRT & PANTS) 

47.00 

G.I. JUNIORS SIZES 4-16 

CAMO 6 POC PANTS w/drawstring 

15.00 

CAMO TUBE SOX 

1 SIZE FITS ALL 

D3A GLOVE w/insert 

3/10.00 

14.50 

CAMO 4 POC SHIRT 

15.00 

S-M-L 


T-SHIRT 

2/9.00 

G.I. PLASTIC CANTEEN w/cover 

CANTEEN — OD or BLACK 

5.00 

BOMBER JACKET 

20.00 

COVER — OD,BLACK or CAMO 


M-65 STYLE JACKET 

ADJUSTABLE HAT 

35.00 

5.00 

VISA & MC ACCEPTED 
min. order $10.00 



FOR A COMPLETE CATALOG 
WRITE: U.M.O. 

6221 6th AVE 
BROOKLYN, N.Y. 11220 


FOR ORDERS - CALL: 1-800-521-2124 
IN N.Y. 718 439-6161 



< 35 — < .625 MAGNCir> °^ 


J.R. STUPERO 

Box 209 — Dept. F-10B6 
Lake Havasu City, AZ 
86403 

(602) 855-1998 
24 Hours 

To Order or for 
Free Brochure 
and Dealer 
Information 
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Our blowgun has a .625 f.D. Constructed ol tempered rustproof 
metal, It has a durable black finish. It weighs about hall a pound and (s 
very strong — a weapon in itself. Our blowguns come in 4 models — 2 ft. 
- 3 ft. • 4 ft. and a 4 ft. take down model. We also have a flared 2 ft. 
extension you may add to any of our blowguns for additional length. 

Our darts are mold Injected and are ready to use, not kits. Our 
broadheads are steel, not plastic, like other companies offer. 

Our -dad dip slides on to the blowgun easily and each one is 
designed to hold 12 dans. Our mouthpieces are curved to fit the mouth 
and are flat on top and bottom for men with mustaches and beards. 

When a rubber tip is placed on the end it becomes an excellent 
hiking stick, cane, club or rifle rest. 

The bayonet spear is round and slides over the end of the bluwgun. it 
has a screw clamp to hold it securely. Darts can be shot with the bayonet 
in position Our blowgun also accomodates 62 caliber paint pellets for war 
games. 


“BOBBIE LEA” 

We have commissioned internationally famous glamour artist, Terry 
Twigg. to create this beautiful portrait. We offer 18 x 24 inch full color 
prints at the following prices: 

Prints numbered under 1000 autographed by the model, 

earliest orders receive lowest numbers.. . .$10.00 

Unnumbered prints autographed by the model . , ... $7.50 

Numbered — No autograph. ... $7 50 

Unnumbered — No autograph _ . • .. $5.00 


Each blowgun comes with 24 all purpose steel shafted darts, 6 steel 

tipped broadhead darts, 6 stun darts, 1 dart clip and rubber tip.2 

Ft. Model 525.50, 3 FL Model $27.50, 4 Ft. Model $29.50, 4 Ft. Take 
Down Model $31.50. 

Accessory Prices — 

All purpose darts ... 3.50 doz. • Stun darts ... 5.00 doz. • Broadhead 
Dans ... 6.00 doz. • Velcro darts ... 6.00 doz. • Dart dip... 2.00 • Bayonet 
... 17.50 • Wrist Strap ... 3.00 • Sling ... 9.00 - Center Grip ... 5.00 • 
Decorative Accessories ... 9.00 • Velcro Target & 1 doz. darts ... 15.00 » 
2 Ft. Flared Extension ... 7.00 * Paint pellets... 2 dozTG.OO 


Add $2.50 shipping and handling on all orders. Mastercard & VISA accepted. 


swollen by a distended liver and spleen. 
Her skin looked like that of an old 
woman, clinging like worn-out leather 
to tiny bones. Despite our best efforts, it 
was too late for her. She died a few days 
later. So did three more like her. 

I have seen it happen before. In Viet¬ 
nam. In Thailand. In El Salvador. You. 
never get used to it. It doesn’t get any 
easier. 

Also lining up for treatment are Hon¬ 
duran army troops sent by their govern¬ 
ment to secure the border against further 
Sandinista crossings. While Honduras 
officially will not admit the presence of 
anti-Sandinista rebels on its soil, the 
grim realities for the soldier in the field 
are the same, no matter what uniform he 
or she is wearing. Honduran troops use 
FDN medical facilities, and armed units 
from both forces patrol the border 
together. 

The ailments at the outpatient clinic 
were those common to Central America: 
parasites, malnutrition, tropical ulcer, 
fungal disease, scabies and the usual 
mixed bag of respiratoiy infections, di¬ 
arrheal disease (amoeba and giardia are 
common), etc. While yellow fever and 
malaria are concerns, the FDN has done 
a good job on vaccinating for the former 
and taking preventative measures for the 
latter. 

The major medical problem during 1 
our visit was a more common disease: 
measles. This viral infection used to 
strike mostly children in North America, 
but is much rarer now that we vaccinate 
for it. Among an army with no immun¬ 
ity, however, it can be devastating. The 
FDN were in the middle of an epidemic. 
Fortunately, they had just received a 
large quantity of vaccine to immunize 
those who had not yet been infected. 

While supplies had begun to arrive in 
the past month, there were still prob¬ 
lems. When the wounded began coming 
in from the Holy Week battles, for ex¬ 
ample, the only operating lamp in the 
surgical tent blew out, and thus the 
FDN’s surgeon was forced to do surgery 
on complex cases using an antique head¬ 
lamp. He showed me this contraption, 
with a bare bulb, headband and wooden 
case, which had found its way down in 
one of the shipments of private sector 
supplies. Whoever donated it did not 
know how priceless the old relic was to 
become. 

One of the FDN medics who recog¬ 
nized me was Rebecca, a combat vet of 
17 whom I had met on my First visit to an 
FDN Field hospital in 1983 (see “Para- 
medico,” SOF March ’84). No longer 
carrying her FN-FAL, she had been 
trained as a paramedico, and was a 
damned good one. Handling one of the 
sick call desks, she screened the pa¬ 
tients, treating routine illness with care 
and skill, and turning over the more se¬ 
rious cases to Felipe, me, or the other 
FDN docs. 
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" Leather Cases 

Single, Double and Triple genuine 
leather cases available for all HKS 
Speedloaders. Black, Brown or Tan. 

No. 105 Single $13.95 
No. 103 Double $18.95 
No. 102 Triple $18.95 (No Flap) 




CORDURA CASE 

(NYLON-DOUBLE) 

SQ95 -BLACK- 
^O -CAMOUFLAGE- 



Newest 
Model 
For H&R 
.22 LR.^ 

9-Shot __ 

Model 22-HFS 

HKS Speedloaders Fit Nearly 
Every Revolver- 


• SMITH & WESSON 

.38, .357, 22-J, 22-K, .41 Mag., 

.44 Spec., .44 Mag., .45 Auto Rim, 
.45 Colt Long, .9MM 

• COLT .38, .357, .22 

• RUGER .38, .357, .44 Mag., 
Security Six, Speed Six, Red Hawk 

• DAN WESSON 

.38, .357, .22 LR., .44 

• CHARTER ARMS 

.22, .38, .357, .44 Special, .22 LR. 

• H&R .22 LR., 9-Shot 

^ - ^ 

See Your Local Gun Dealer 

HKS Products, Inc. 

7841 Foundation Drive 
Florence, Ky. 41042 


Another lady that we got to know 
briefly was a young woman in her mid- 
20s. Articulate and courteous, she had 
the dark Hispanic beauty found among 
many Nicaraguan women. Dressed in a 
spotless white peasant blouse over 
camouflage trousers and jungle boots, 
her black eyes mirrored a determined 
strength. At the hospital for a check-up, 
she had just returned with her unit from 
special operations deep within Nicar¬ 
agua. She is that unit’s commander. 

Then there was old “Land, Air and 
Water,” as his friends in the surgical 
ward called him. Hit in the leg, he was 
evacuated by a helicopter. Sandinista 
ground fire hit him again while in the air. 
The chopper crashed in a stream, where 
he took yet another round while in the 
water. Yet he survived with wounds in 
the left leg and both arms. Now “Land, 
Air and Water” was about healed and 
ready to return to the fight in another 
week. 

“You know,” I told him while dres¬ 
sing his leg wound, “when I was in 
Vietnam, if a man got wounded three 
times, he got a ticket home. No more 
fighting.” His joking manner dis¬ 
appeared. “You had a home to return to, 
amigo,” he said. ^ 

— John E. Padgett 


FULL AUTO 

Continued from page 18 

membership dues to the NFA Trust 
Fund, F.O. Box 160038, Austin, TX 
78716-0038. 

In addition to our efforts through 
NFA’s legislative-action division, 
which will attempt to work with NRA’s 
ILA (Institute for Legislative Action) to 
preserve what few rights we still have 
and eventually take back what we lost, 
NFA’s public relations committee has 
been charged with an equally awe¬ 
some responsibility. We must enhance 
the image of military small arms col¬ 
lecting and shooting through educa¬ 
tion and community involvement. The 
media has been bad-mouthing 
machine guns and their semiautomatic 
counterparts for more than half a cen¬ 
tury. That’s one hell of a head start. 

It’s time for us to come out of the 
closet and openly enjoy the sporting 
use of our full autos in public like the 
owners of Model 90s and Smith and 
Wessons. We must rise above any par¬ 
anoia and natural inclination for 
anonymity. Invite that neighbor 
you’ve known for so many years to go 
shooting with you. Let him see for him¬ 
self there’s nothing sinister about 
machine guns. Arrange a shoot for var¬ 
ious local media and let them film it 
Talk to the press. We will eventually 
publish regulations and guidelines for 
NFA-sponsored competition. In doing 


MAUI DISCOVER AUSTRALIAN 
nUVV TEA TREE OIL 

GET RELIEF! 

SUFFER NO MORE! 

A NEW Antiseptic and Fungicide! Proven in lab tests 
to be several times more effective than aloe vera, Tea 
Tree Oil fights fungus and other skin problems. Effective 
against athlete’s foot and jungle rot Tea Tree Oil also 
prevents infection in cuts, wounds, insect bites, and 
helps with minor burns and scalds. 

AUSTRALIAN TEA TREE OIL is naturally grown and 
distilled from the leaves of a Melaleuca tree. It soothes, 
softens and refreshes problem areas penetrating the 
upper skin layers killing harmful bacteria. 

Used by Australians for years, this 100% pure 
natural “Tea Tree Oil” now comes in a 2-ounce bottle 
of natural skin cream for $7.95 (Washington state 
residents add 7.8% sales tax). ORDER NOW and also 
receive FREE a $1.00 sample of pure “Tea Tree Oil.” 

FULL MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 

KNOCKOUT 
JUNGLE ROT 

Send check or money 

TEA TREE OIL. INC. 55 

P.0. Box 18508, Dept. SF S 

Spokane, WA 99208 

Charge my: □ VISA □ MasterCard 

Card # _ 



Exp. Date_ 

Signature_ 

Ship to: (print clearly). 

Name_ 

Address_ 

City_ 

State_ 


Sorry, no C.O.D. 


-Zip- 


WEAR A 

DIFFERENT 

HELMET 

BECOME A PRO DIVER 

• Underwater 
Cutting and 
Welding 

1 •Salvage 

• Offshore Oil 

NfflS 

Aixtediietl School 
NatoW Association ol 
fade and Techncal Schoofe 

Ar> eligible Institution iur eeu d □ rd Igpni A giahio.. 
(Located In the Port of PftMjdelphtal 

Call for Complete Course Catalog 

DIVERS “ACADEMY 

OF THE EASTERN SEABOARD, INC. 

2500 So. Broadway • Camden, N.J. 08104 
Call 1-800-238-DIVE n.j. (609) 966-1871 

NAME ___ 

ADDRESS __ 

CITV _ST _ZIP_ 

PHONE _ _ _ 
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At Cold Steel all we 
make Is quality. But 
when you’re in the 
field you don’t need 
a knife that wins 
beauty contests, 
just one that wins. 
That’s why we’re 
introducing the 
Recon Tanto - 
All the strenth 
and sharpness of 
the original without 
the costly finish 
grinds and polishes. 
After all, beauty 
is more than 
skin deep. 



VIRGIN BRASS 
GUARD AND POMMEL 


vaniNHA 

mis aw j 


OUR FAMOUS 
400 SERIES 
STAINLESS 
STEEL, RC57 


SPECIAL 

NON-REFLECTIVi 
FINISH ON ALL 
METAL SURFACES 


HOLLOW GROUND, 
RAZOR SHARP BLADE 



PROUDLY MADE 
IN THE U.S.A. 

OfCON 

JUNTO 

W5 

COMPLETE WITH 
QUICK-DRAW 
HI-TECH 
COMPOSITION 
SHEATH 

MASSIVELY REINFORCEO, 
CHISEL GROUNO 
TRIANGULAR POINT 


COLO %'7BELr 

For more information on the Recon Tanto or 
any other Cold Steel product contact a better 
dealer near you, or call 800/255-4716 (toll 
free outside CA) or 805/656-5191 (in CA). 



this, we must emulate the NRA, which, 
in 115 years has not had a fatality or 
serious injury in any sanctioned com¬ 
petition. 

No matter how big a war chest we 
accumulate, none of the above will be 
possible unless people step forward to 
the firing line and volunteer their time 
and efforts as well. The NFA’s first five 
initial directors (all of whom serve and 
will continue to do so without remu¬ 
neration of any kind) were appointed 
and represent as broad a spectrum of 
interest level and geographical location 
as possible. 

They are: John Nichols of Portland, 
Oregon (503-286-3206); Sheila 
Powell of Bristolville, Ohio (216-889- 
3717); Roger Small of Brentwood, 
Tennessee (615-331-9655); Jim Pon- 
grass of Houston, Texas (713-492- 
2945); and Paige Massey of Austin, 
Texas (512-328-5500). Call them for 
further information or if you can volun¬ 
teer your time in addition to your 
membership dues. Four additional 
directors will be elected by 1 January 
1987. Each director will serve a stag¬ 
gered two-year term and will be re¬ 
sponsible for the appointment of ex¬ 
ecutive officers to effectuate board 
policy. 

We need your help. Benjamin Frank¬ 
lin said, “Surely we must hang together, 
or surely we shall hang separately.” We 
must organize, be heard and work with 
the existing three million membership of 
the NFiA to overturn this “machine gun 
ban.” Without your individual participa¬ 
tion, the erosion of our Second Amend¬ 
ment rights will continue at an ever- 
increasing pace. You’ll hear more about 
the NFA’s progress in future Full Auto 
columns. * 


NELSON’S COMBAT 
LEATHER 

Continued from page 45 

$36. Those with waists in excess of 44 inch¬ 
es will have to pay an extra $6. 

A1 Mar’s SERE locking folder is one of 
the very best knives available for those who 
might have to hack and slash their way out 
of trouble. Unfortunately, its concealment 
potential has been compromised because A1 
has chosen to stuff it into a camouflaged 
coffin that looks great on your LBE but is far 
too bulky to wear under your jacket. For $25 
Nelson has just the right ticket when you 
need to conceal this shiv. 

When you first receive your Nelson rig 
don’t expect to immediately wrap it around 
your waist and start slapping leather. And 
don’t panic when you shove your Combat 
Commander into the holster only to find you 
can’t remove it and that the holster doesn’t 
want to slide on the belt. Hand-crafted 
leather constructed to preserve its retention 




Write today, ask for the 1986 
"PRECISION PRODUCTS'' Catalog. 
Send $2. for 1 st class, $ 1. for 3rd class, to: 

DYNAMIT NOBEL OF4AMERICA INC. 

105 STONEHURST CT.. DEPT. S2. NORTHVALE, NJ 07647 


SHARPEN YOUR 
SHOOTING SKILLS! 


RWS Superpoint Pellets 


Other 

Precision 

Products 

From 

Dynamit 

Nobel 

• RWS Percussion 
& Musket Caps 

• RWS Rimfire 
Cartridges 
RWS Smallbore 
Match Rifles 

• RWS Flobert 
Cartridges 

• RWS Centertire 
Cartridges 

• R0TTWEIL 
Shotgun 
Cartridges 

• R0TTWEIL 
Shotguns 

• GEC0 Pistol & 
Revolver 
Cartridges 


Hard-hitting RWS "Magnum" 
Models 34, 36, 38 - join the classic 
45 to represent the elite of the RWS 
High-Velocity Family. All four fill 
the requirements of the serious air 
gunner looking for the ultimate in 
power, and accuracy — needed for 
silhouette shooting or silent vermin 
control. 

Equipped with a hardwood stock, au¬ 
tomatic safety, precision micrometer 
click sight, interchangeable nylon 
piston seal, and a Full Lifetime War¬ 
ranty. All RWS "Magnum" Models 
are built with heavy duty durability, 
always a factor in high velocity 
airguns. 

Look for them at your local airgun 
dealer—there are over 40 models 
and variations, a host of high- 
quality pellets, scopes, targets 
and airgun accessories. 
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CAUTION! 


This man can be 
dangerous to your 
health! 



Who as well as what 
you don’t know can 
hurt you! 


Just how do you go about 
protecting yourself? 

Send $25. for our 1986 Security 
Products Catalog, an encyclo¬ 
pedia of state-of-the-art elec¬ 
tronics products and systems 
that can really protect your 
privacy! Included at no extra 
charge: the latest report entitled 
“The Business of Spying.” This 
information can save you 
money, aggravation and even 
your life. 

Sherwood Communications 
2789 Philmont Ave., Suite 108SF 
Huntingdon Valley Pa. 19006 
Phone (215) 357-9065 


qualities over a long period of time requires 
some break-in before it can be used. The 
unloaded pistol or magazine must be in¬ 
serted repeatedly into the hoslter or pouch 
with a very slight twisting motion to gently 
loosen the fit of the leather. The time re¬ 
quired will vary. It took but two or three 
minutes to break in my Colt Officer’s Model 
holster and close to 30 minutes for the Glock 
17. Sliding the holster on the belt will also 
require considerable effort at first. After the 
two have be worn for a short period of time 
they will mate together with just the proper 
amount of tension. 

Nelson’s catalog is straight and to the 
point. He offers new designs only when he 
is convinced they fulfill a professional re¬ 
quirement. His list includes a wheel-gun 
holster for strong-side carry, police duty 
holster, IPSC competition holster, ankle 
holster, revolver speed-loader pouch, hand¬ 
cuff case, Sam Browne belt, Carlos Wid- 
mann rifle sling, Western gunbelt rig, com¬ 
bat shotshell holders, assault rifle magazine 
pouches, and several types of hunting hol¬ 
sters. Most of this equipment carries a natu¬ 
ral medium tan, but dark brown and black 
are also available. 

Everything Bruce Nelson offers is su¬ 
perbly designed and brilliantly executed — 
flawless in every regard and quite simply 
the very best combat leather you can obtain. 
For years available only to a select few, you 
need only to send $3 for a catalog to: Bruce 
Nelson Combat Leather, Dept. SOF, P.O. 
Box 8691 CRB, Tucson, AZ 85738. ^ 


TALES FROM UNCLE 
JACK 

Continued from page 62 

squadron they had, that did precision bomb¬ 
ing. 

“That night the anti-maquisard German 
force was coming up from Clermont- 
Ferrond, and they broke through, liberated a 
group in Ussel, and were on their way to this 
town of Egleton. So, well after dark, I gave 
the word to break contact and head for the 
hills. We had a prearranged rendezvous. 

“We’d been up for three days straight, so 
we were really bushed. My Frenchman, 
radio operator and I headed up, and I think 
that I must have been sleeping while walk¬ 
ing, because I just didn’t remember it. 

“I do remember getting to a farmhouse. 
We didn’t go into the farmhouse, we went 
into the bam, and just burrowed into the hay 
and went to sleep. 

“Well, my radio operator had slept, and 
he woke up when a German troop came up 
and banged on the farmhouse and went in 
and searched the place, looking for ma- 
quisards. 

“Of course, he couldn’t sleep. He was 
terrified, but my Frenchman and I were out 
cold. The next morning we got up and 
started toward the rendezvous. Up on some 
high ground we could see back toward the 


THE M19-A 
BB SUBMACHINE 
GUN 



SHOOTS 

LIKE 

THE 



Looking for something to shoot the 
H-E-double toothpicks out of old cans, 
bottles, and pesty varmints? How’s 
about the fully automatic M19-A BB 
submachine gun (or the Ml 9-AMP pis¬ 
tol version). Just pour in the BB's 
(3000 max), pop in the compressed air 
or convenient 1 pound can of auto air- 
conditioning Freon, and stand by for the 
action —3000 BB's per minute with an 
effective range of over 50 yards says 
one thing —FIREPOWER! FUN? You'll 
have so much fun—you'll swear the 
devil made you do it. 


$39.00 each or 
both for $75.00 


OFFER VOID WHERE PROHIBITED BY LAW. 
FL RESIDENTS ADD 5% SALES TAX 


SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: 

LARC INT., INC. • 736 INDUSTRY RD. • SF-10 
LONGWOOD, FL 32750 

(305) 339-6699 SORRY NO C.O.D. 

THIS MUST BE SIGNED. 

I AFFIRM THAT I AM 18 YEARS 
OR OLDER, 

SIGNED __ _ 

SEND ME: [Z1m19-A □ Ml 9-AMP 

PRINT OR TYPE THE FOLLOWING: 

NAME ___ 

STREET---_____ 

CITY- 

STATE --- ZIP_ 
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THE ULTIMATE 

Sling-Shot 

SURVIVOR KNIFE 




X v 


Similar Knife 
Selling Foi s 99.95 



Incredible survival 
Knife Kit contains 
everything you 
need to survive. 


Our Price Only 

nr Spatial 

*29.95 2 For *55 


29 FEATURES IN ALL 



1, 10Vj" overall length blodo. 2. 5V*'' length chromium vanadium 
molybdenum stainless steel, with saw teeth. 3. Anodized handle. 4. 
With hollow. 5. For the survival tit, black cap with compass. 6. And 
subjection band. 7. The handle kit is inside a capsule printed with 
MORSE CODE. 8. Water-proof and wind-proof phosphorus matches 
together o striker. 9. Adhesive dressings On the second one there 
ore some adhesive applications. 10. A small scapel. 11. A lighter 
flint. 12. A pencil. 13. Needle nylon line. 14. Safety pins. IS. Fishing 
accessories with fish hooks, fishing line and tinkers. 18. The rigid 


sheath. 17. Polyamide made with belt hanger. 18. Hove the 
following particulars: Pliable fork for slingshot. 19. Clipper wire- 
cutter and screwdriver on the leg. 20. Sharpening stone. 21. Inside 
the Sheath, one stainless steel small bo* with o signal mirror. 22. 
late* tubes. 23. To compose the slingshot and a fishing horpaon. 24. 
With subjection band canapener. 25, Screwdriver. 26. Caplifter. 27. 
And shackle wrench. 28. Whittle. 29. Wiresaw: Two bars for the 


town of Egleton. We went to an open area, 
and saw four Mosquitos coming right on the 
deck. They flew directly to the town, went 
up into the air, came down, and four of them 
put their bombs exactly into that school. 
Absolutely leveled it. 

“The trouble is the Germans had already 
gotten there, and moved on to find out what 
had happened to the garrisons in these other 
towns. The only people left at that time were 
some wounded Germans, and some people 
taking care of them. Probably less than a 
platoon had been left behind. 

“By this time, after we had gotten per¬ 
mission to attack, and after Paris had fallen 
to the Allies, the Germans were interested in 
heading back to Germany. Our orders were 
to prevent them from getting from the 
Atlantic coast ports back to Germany by 
moving through our province. Our province 
was rugged enough so that we could pretty 
well stop them. Their main route was to the 
north, just south of the Loire River. We got 
permission to move the battalion up and 
attack Germans moving through that area. 

“By this time we were able to move into 
towns. Generally speaking, when we’d go 
into a town, I’d take over the Gestapo head¬ 
quarters, because I’d found that they were 
usually pretty well stocked, and in pretty 
good buildings. So they jokingly referred to 
me as the ‘American Gestapo.’ 

“We were royally treated compared to 
the austere eating conditions that we had in 
England. In England you could only get one 
egg a week. Well, we were out in farm 
country, so we could have eggs every day if 
we wanted. We could have meat. If there 
was any food available, we were given 
highest priority in the whole province. 

“Later, when we moved into towns, or 
when we moved into better accommoda¬ 
tions, our hosts would crack open a wall that 
they had sealed up to hide their best wines or 
their best cognac from the Germans. And 
they would produce the most incredible 
wine, just to celebrate the occasion — the 
arrival of the Allies. 

“Eventually we were given instructions 
to exfiltrate the area. We crossed the Loire 
River in the vicinity of Orleans. We even¬ 
tually made contact with some patrols that 
were on the south side of the Loire River. 
We crossed on a ferry that had been put into 
operation — the bridges had all been taken 
out — and went on into Paris. This was in 
October of ’44, something like that.” 

Singlaub then began looking for another 
good mission. “My intelligence officer in 
the maquisard was an Austrian by birth. 
He’d spent most of his life in France, but he 
was fluent in German. He had contacts in 
Austria. And there were a lot of French that 
had escaped from the labor camps in Aus¬ 
tria, and had gone to the mountains. It was 
his suggestion that we take our team up 
there and help set up a resistance in the 
Austrian Alps, among the French who had 
escaped. So, I put the proposal to London. ’ ’ 

Singlaub even presented the proposal in 
person, returning to Paris two days later to 
await formal approval. 


FREE 
58-Page 
Catalog 
With Order 


law fit on the autilde of the handle. Order by moll from: 

Midwest Sport Distributors, Inc. 

VISA, M.C., AM. EXP. & C.O.D. 

24-houri 
- Order Only 


TOLL FREE o^oniy 1-800-248-5128 or 1-800-227-1617(0 .mi) 


Lucky Street 
Box 129F 
Fayette, Mo. 
65248 



DEALERS WANTED 

RUN YOUR OWN GAMES 
MAKE $1,000.00 A DAY PROFIT 

WE MANUFACTURE WATER 
S0LUABLE PELLETS 
.68 CAL. .62 CAL. .50 CAL. 

WE GUARANTEE THE LOWEST 
BULK PRICES 



3357 SPOT MARKER 
SIX SHOT REPEATER 

$79.00 


WE GUARANTEE 48 HOUR 
DELIVERY TO MOST STATES IN USA 


WAR GAMES AIR GUN SUPPLY 

3876 MIDHURST LANE MISSISSAUGA, ONTARIO L42 1C7 
(416) 848-4844 
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WANTED: 

ADVENTURE 

AUTHORS! 

SOF ADVENTURE 
BOOKS 

Needs New Action Novels On: 

• Vietnam 

• POWs & MIAs 

• Counterterrorism 

• Special Operations 

• Mercenary Actions 

• Related Action Subjects 

Submitted manuscripts must be fic¬ 
tion, must be exciting reading, must 
be 70,000-125,000 words in length, 
must be technically accurate, and 
must project an authentic, “you are 
there” feel. Series potential is desir¬ 
able. All submissions receive an ini¬ 
tial editorial review within 60 days of 
receipt. 

Address queries and submissions 
(including return postage) to: 

SOF ADVENTURE BOOKS 
P.O. Box 693 
Boulder, CO 80306 


MEN. WOMEN. BOYS. GIRLS 
CURRENT GENUINE MILITARY GOVT 
ISSUE M-65 FIELD COAT 
Woodland Camouflage and Olive Green 


HOOD DRAWCORD 
EPAULETS 


FULL CUT FOR 
maneuverability 



SLEEVE ADJUSTOR 

SNAP CLOSURES 

The latest U S Army Field Jacket made ol 50% nylon 
and 50% cotton with water repellency Features a zip-m 
hood, heavy duty front zipper and snaps Drawcord on 
the hood, waist, and bottom of jacket Four (4) large out¬ 
side pockets with snaps Great for skiing, bicycling, 
hunting, hiking, work or leisure 
Man-Woman Only Boys-Girls Only 

$39.50 S35.95 

SIZES: Men-Women - X-Sml. Sml. Med. Lge. X-Lge 
COLORS: Men-Women - Woodland Camouflage, Olive 
Green, Swat Black. Jungle Tiger Stripe 
SIZES: Boys-Girls- Sml (4-6) Med (8-10) Lge(12-14) 
X-Lge (16-18) 

COLORS: Boys-Girls Woodland Camouflage 

M-65 Button In Lining $1 5.50 plus $3.00 shipping & handling 
Send for Pro-Forma Invoice on Foreign Orders 
Mastercard and VISA accepted Add 6% 

State size and color and mail $39.50 or $35.95 plus 
$4.00 per jacket for shipping and handling to: 

ALPINE MILITARY SALES 

P.O. Box 18360 • Dept. SOF • Knoxville, TN 37928-2380 
TELEPHONE NO: 615-922-7667 
Satisfaction Guaranteed or Your Money Back 


“When we came back to Paris I thought 
they were going to approve this thing, but 
apparently the status of Austria was under 
debate, because of the three-power thing: 
British-Russian-U.S. interests in that area. 
So that mission never took place.” 

Singlaub returned to England for further 
training while awaiting reassignment. In 
December 1944, he volunteered to go to the 
Far East. Many of the Jeds had already left 
to go there. First, though, he had some 
homeffont duty to complete. He received 30 
days of leave in the States on his way to the 
China-Burma-India theatre. He and his 
fiancee, Mary Osborne, were married 6 
January 1945, just prior to his new assign¬ 
ment in eastern Asia. He met her before 
joining OSS and they announced their en¬ 
gagement just prior to his deployment to 
Europe. 

Now World War II was quickly nearing 
its end. But plenty of adventure lay in store 
for Jack Singlaub. Among other things, he 
would be dropping supplies to U.S. opera¬ 
tives assisting a guerrilla movement in 
French Indochina headed by a man named 
Ho Chi Minh. He would parachute into 
what later became North Vietnam. And he 
would lead a small commando team which 
made a daring daylight drop onto Hainan 
Island to free Allied POWs being held by 
10,000 of Japan’s Hokkaido Marines. 

Once on the ground, with his radio de¬ 
stroyed in the jump, he had the unpleasant 
f task of being the bearer of bad news for the 
Japanese CO. The United States had 
dropped the atom bomb, and surrender by 
Japan was imminent. After refusing to talk 
with the Japanese lieutenant sent out to take 
him and his men captive, Singlaub brazenly 
informed the stunned commander that the 
tiny commando unit was taking charge of all 
Allied prisoners and military installations 
on the island. 

But that’s another tale from Uncle Jack. 
Watch for it in a future issue of Soldier of 
Fortune. ^ 


RL-550 RELOADER 

Continued from page 65 

will lighten your burden for only $39.95, 
complete with large and small swages. This 
simple device bolts to your bench and 
swages the primer pockets with speed and 
ease due to its unique compound cam lever¬ 
age system. Empty cases are perfectly 
aligned by inside support and the tool-steel 
swage rod simply rolls the crimp away. No 
reaming is required. 

After almost seven years of personal ex¬ 
perience with Dillon’s fine progressive re¬ 
loading equipment, I do have a few words of 
advice. This machinery was designed to 
produce large quantities of ammunition. If 
your only goal is to load a box or two of 
11.75mm Montenegrin or llx59R French 
Gras, then stay with your single station 
press. If you shoot full-auto weapons you 
need at least an RL550. 


j 


ENFORCERS 
OUTFITTING, INC. 

P.O. BOX 554 (c)* VILLA PARK, IL 60181 
(312) 941-0615 

QU AN. EACH TOTAL 


The Original XR 5000 Stun Gun™ 
by Nova 


$69.95 


Nova XR 5000 Police Special Stun 
Gun™ — available ONLY to 
Sworn Officers ordering upon 
Department Letterheads which 
authorize purchase & street use 
of the weapon 


$79.95 


Power Top attachment by Genie 
Distr. ( lor use on the above Nova 
units, allows full power to be 
emitted from top probes. No loss 
of power to test probes when 
being used on a resisting subject 
or attacker. 


$ 5.95 


9V NiCad Battery and Battery 
Charger for above units 


$15.95 


Belt Clip-On Holder for above 

Novas, — Nylon/Vinyl 


$12.95 


Black Plain Leather Duty Holster for 
Novas 


$1895 


Black Basketweave Leather Duty 
Holster for Novas 


$19.95 


Black Clarino Leather Duty Holster 
fa Novas 


$21.95 


Mini-Mag Lites 


$13.95 


Folding Baton w/Black Plain/ 
Basketweave Duty Leather. 
Springs open to full size (23”) 
Black, machined aluminum baton. 
Can be worn comfortably on duty 
while riding in a Patrol Car, a 
concealed under jacket fa 
undercover/Detective use. 


$60 00 


2 oz FREEZE CS Tear Gas - 
Personal Defense size streamer 


$ 750 


4 oz FREEZE CS Tear Gas - Fa 
Police Use Only. Your Star #, 
Department Name & TX number 
MUST accompany ader. 


$ 9.50 


8 oz MISTER CLEAROUT CS 
'Cold' Tear Gas Aerosol 
Grenades. Municipal a Police 
Department Purchase Orders 
ONLY. Will not bum a explode. 
Can be held in hand & directed 
for crowd dispersement 


$ 850 



$85 00 
Dz 


Aerosol Irritant Command Paks - 
Each Pak contains: 

2 ea Regular MISTER 

CLEAROUT - 8 oz ea 

1 ea KH MISTER CLEAROUT - 
8 oz w/plastic hose fa 
keyhole a under door 

1 ea AE MISTER CLEAROUT - 
4 oz. w/attachment to clear 
stubborn subject from a 
locked vehicle 

1 ea Regular FREEZE CS Tear 
Gas - 4 oz 

- 

$49.95 



TRAINING ON USE OF 
THE NOVA STUN GUN 
IS AVAILABLE FOR 
DEPARTMENTS. 
INQUIRE ON 
LETTERHEAD 

NAME 


Sub-Total $ 
IL Residents ad 
63/4% State Tax $ 

SHPG'HANDLG/INS $ 

TOTAL $ 


3.00 


Street Address 

Aol 

City 

Sum Zip 

Home Ptione ( ) 

□ Visa 


□ M/C 

Exp Data 

NO COD S. 

PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE. 
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Gray Ghost p-38: One of the 
rare p-38's, Factory gray parkari- 
zation over entire steel con¬ 
structed gun. Exc. orig. cond. 
9mm $350.00 

Manurhin p-38: Exc. factory 
reconditioned. With holster & 
extra mag. like new. 9mm 
$285.00. 



Reconditioned 


Broomhandle Mausers 
German Made Broomhandle 
Mausers. Completely taken down 
- all parts inspected for excessive 
wear. New recoil spring, main 
sp., firing pin spring and follower 
spring installed. Barrels are 
relined with modern barrel 
stock. Test fired and ready for the 
range. 9mm or 30 cal. 

1986 REWORK: With original 
blue (60-70%), original or repro¬ 
duction grips, 9mm or 30 cal. 
$375. 

1986 REWORK: Reblued to 
closely approximate an original 
issue. 9mm or 30 cal. $450.-$550. 

Call or write for free catalog 

Antique Arms Arsenal 
Sporting Goods Export 
P.O. Box 948 
Rutherfordton, NC 28139 
704-287-2818 


If possible, don’t use extruded IMR-type 
propellants, except in calibers which have 
fairly large-sized case mouth diameters. 
They will bridge on the case mouth in small¬ 
er chamberings, like 5.56mm NATO, and 
part of the charge may dump onto the shell 
plate. Extremely fine ball powders, like 
HI 10 or WW296, should also be avoided 
unless you’re willing to clean the powder 
measure every 500-600 rounds. Those load¬ 
ing most military calibers would be well 
advised to employ Winchester’s 748 and 
760 ball propellants. They meter like water, 
possess excellent storage qualities and bum 
cooler than IMR powders in both assault 
rifles and machine guns. 

Finally, Dillon’s primer magazines are 
all armored. But don’t let that lull you into 
thinking you can stick ice picks or screw¬ 
drivers down the primer tube or otherwise 
force them in any way. Always treat primers 
like Faberge eggs, unless you want a hole in 
your head or in the ceiling of your reloading 
room. 

How does Dillon consistently wax his com¬ 
petition in both quality and price? Easy, they 
have no distributors, wholesalers or stocking 
dealers to add to their margin of profit. Dillon 
products are ordered factoiy direct. In addi¬ 
tion, problems can be addressed directly to the 
factory (1-800421-7632) where your ques¬ 
tions will be fielded by experienced shooters 
and reloaders who know the product line. For 
further information contact Dillon Precision 
Products (Dept. SOF, 7442 E. Butherus 
Drive, Scottsdale, AZ 85260). Break loose 
and start popping caps by the thousands — 
that’s what your machine gun was designed 
for.* 


BULLETIN BOARD 

Continued from page 6 

from the water unconscious by her 
mother. But Mrs. Tammy Kroll was 
unable to reach a telephone 
operator for a rescue squad because 
of the AT&T strike. Hearing Mrs. 
Kroll’s screams, Patridge — who lost 
both legs in a 1966 Vietnam land 
mine explosion — hurried across the 
street, assisted by his wife, Sue. 

After Sue pushed Patridge’s 
wheelchair 60 yards through a 
bumpy field, their way was blocked 
by a thick, high hedgerow. 

Without hesitation, Patridge slid 
from his chair and crawled another 
60 feet through the tangled brush to 
reach poolside. “I didn’t detect any 
heartbeat,” Patridge later said. “The 
baby wasn’t breathing and her face 
was blue. Her little eyes were all 
rolled back. So I started CPR.” His 
action saved Jennifer Kroll’s life. 
Patridge disagreed. “God saved that 
child, not me.” 



Limited Edition 
GERBER MARK II 

SURVIVAL 

KNIFE 

20 Years of 

Uncompromising Excellence 

This very special limited edition 
commemorates the 20th anniversary 
of one of the world’s most famous 
and most copied survival knives-the 
Gerber Mark II. This superb limited 
edition is a replica of the original 
Mark II designed for American 
Forces in Vietnam, and has all of the 
unique features of the rare first pro¬ 
duction issue (there were only 2,747 
Mark M's with angEed blades pro¬ 
duced) advertised in the December 8, 
1966 Saigon Post. 

The distinctive wasp-waist blade is 
ground from L-6 high speed tool 
steel and is angled 5 degrees at the 
handle so that the knife will hug the 
body when carried. 

Manufactured by Gerber Legendary 
Blades in their factory in Portland, 
Oregon, each of these 5,000 com¬ 
memorative knives is individually 
serialized and accompanied by a 
Certificate of Authenticity. Optional 
hardwood display case is available. 
Each knife comes complete with a 
cowhide saddle leather scabbard. 

Available at your Local Authorized 
Gerber Dealer — Fall, 1986. 

GERBER LEGENDARY BLADES 

14200 S.W. 72nd Avenue 
Portland, Oregon 97223 


GENUINE Gl 
JUNGLE BOOT 

SIZES 7-14 &N, R, W, X-W, 



some Vt sizes 

$48.00 

Spike Protective, canvas- 
nylon uppers, leather 
bottom screen vent 
in arch. 


MASTER CHARGE. VISA. COD’S accepted. 
Send for our free 9 page price list of other 
government surplus including camouflague 
fatigues. 

Valley Surplus 

Hny 

Tariffville, Conn. 06081 
(203) 658-6228 


ALL ORDERS POSTPAID BY UNITED PARCEL 
SERVICE ONLY. FOR ORDERS WHICH MUST 
BE SENT BY POST OFFICE. PLEASE 
INCLUDE SUFFICIENT POSTAGE FOR SEVEN 
LBS.. INSURED. 
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GERMAN MILITARY QUALITY EQUIPMENT 


TRADITIONAL GERMAN AIR FORCE FLIGHT JACKET made of TRADITIONAL GERMAN JACKBOOTS. Weil approved in 
heavy duty kid leather. Traditional Ger* jr WWI-f-WWII and still used by the West 

man Luftwaffe greyblue color, signal- ' German Army. 14” high leg. Waterproof. 

/jry*T* orange sateen lining. 4 pockets + pencil Boots of German workmanship. Include foot 

/ ilm holder + zipper pocket on left sleeve. Full jKf outline with your order, please. Sizes 6-13. 

length heavy duty front zipper, knit collar, . $ 110 - 

cuffs, and waist band. An elegant jacket ® lil GERMAN FALLSCHIRMJAGER COMBAT 

of unlimited service life. Available in PANTS. Heavy tearproof moleskin. 5 pckts, 

American sizes 34-50. With or without I2 cargo pckts, Stonegrey-olive. Advise 
national emblems-- .... - * .$178. waist+height with your order. Sizes p1 34-46 

GERMAN FALLSCHIRMJAGER JUMP BOOTS. The world's (corresponding to waist measurements 3 ; .$32. 

best! Leather-lined ankle and leg-padding, supporting heel cap, TRADITIONAL GERMAN MOUNTAIN TROOP M-43 FIELD CAP. 

completely waterproof. These are only few characteristics of these Grey doth. With ear flaps and Edelweiss flower on the side. Sizes 

high-grade quality boots. Sizes 6-13. ., . .$100. 6%-7%. $21- 

Orders Shipped Within 24 Hours. Refund, if items returned in original condition within 30 days. Payment: Money Order or 
Certified Check. Postage -p insurance extra: Orders up to $50 + $9. — up to $99 + $15. — over $100 + $18. 

THEDEMA • P.O. BOX 95 • 8173 Bad Heilbrunn • West Germany 


W ALKING 

THE LINE... 

It started out as Civilian Border 
Assistance, a volunteer border militia 
to monitor and apprehend illegal 
aliens crossing from Mexico into 
Arizona. The LJ.S. Border Patrol 
admittedly catches only a small 
percentage of the illegals fleeing 
economic hardships in Mexico. (See 
“LJ.S. Border Patrol: Riding Herd on 
the Tex-Mex Line,” page 34) 

The CBA soon faltered, however. 
Tom Posey of Civilian Materiel 
Assistance stepped in to take the 
fledgling group under CMA’s wing. 
J.R. Hagan heads the reorganized 
effort in Arizona and Nevada. The 
border vigilantes made headlines 
when 20 of their numbers from 
Arizona, Kansas and California — 
armed with Mini-14s, AR-15s, 
ChiCom semi-auto AKs and a wide 
array of handguns — made citizens’ 
arrests of 11 illegals caught in two 
pickups in Lochiel, east of Nogales, 
Arizona, on 5 July at 0330. The 
trucks were confiscated and the 
suspects deported. 

Although the group claims to have 
the support of unspecified federal 
agencies, U.S. Border Patrol 
members dispute this. And prior to 
the 5 July incident, FBI agents — 
aware of what was afoot — 
discouraged two members from 
participating. One member, a 
naturalized U.S. citizen from 
Nicaragua, and the other, a husband 
of a legal alien, were told their status 
in the U.S. could be adversely 
affected if they participated. The two 
remained at home, but complained 
that the CMA’s border efforts are an 
extension of “a long-honored 
American tradition” of citizens 
banning together to deal with 
problems the government can’t 
solve. They cited as examples the 
Cattlemen’s Association and 
Neighborhood Watch Committees. 


HI-POWER MODEL 

PELLET RIFLES 


*Single Pump Break Action * Adult Type 

•300 Yard Range • 5-Year Manufacturer Warranty 

*.177 Cal. (4.5 mm) Lead Air Gun Pellet 


Model 61 • Order No. AC-61 


Model 62 • Order No. AC-62 


Model B3-1 MAGNUM 
Order No. AC-B3-1 


200 Pellets per box 
10 boxes per carton 
Order No. AC-G6263 


Extra 

LEAD PELLETS 


PER 

CTN. 

2000 PELLETS 


* *4.00 Postage & Handling Per Air Rifle ORDER BY MAIL FROM: 

MIDWEST SPORT DISTRIBUTORS, INC 

Lucky Street, Box 129f , Fayette, Mo. 65248 
VISA-M.C.-AM EXP. & C.O.D. 

T 24-Ho F ur E s E ORDERS ONLY 1-800-248-5128 or 1-800-227-1617 Ext. 6 


; G0 AHEAD KADDAFI 


AMERICA 

AWAKEN 

T-SHIRTS (OLIVE) 
$8.95 ea. 2 for $16.00 


T ASS PRAISES 
PEACE PUKES... 

Leftist demonstrators claiming to 
support peace not surprisingly are 
the subject of glowing reports in the 
Soviet press, most notably Tass. 
Pravda reported the “brave action” 
of some useful idiots from 
Colorado’s Rocky Mountain Peace 
Center to disrupt a nuclear test in 
Nevada. In a telephone interview 
with a New York-based Tass 
correspondent, one of the five peace 
pukes complained that “we didn’t 
have a chance to fulfill the set task.” 


MAKE MY DAY. 


MADE IN 
USA. 


SEND TO: K.D. ENTERPRISES 
P.O. BOX 69-4154, N. MIAMI, FL 33269 


SHIRT SIZE 


Name 


Shirt #2 


Postage & Handling $1,00 per shirt 
Cash, Check or Money Order 
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STUN! 



ship! 


Any assailant with k palm sized 
instant protection 
telescoping steel 
coils. 


Includes 
pocket 
clip & 
hand 
strap 


Original patent made in West 
Germany. Gun blued. Flexible 
steel coils extend instantly 
with a flick of the wrist. 

SPECIFICATIONS: 

BLITZ: 5Ve" closed, 13W' 
open, 5V2 oz. 

SIPO: 6" closed, 16" 
open, 10 oz. 

30 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 

BUTZ: si 0 9 p 5 ms !«i 

Qipn. .1Q95 SHIPPING 
OlrU. $ I 3 PLUS 2.00 SHIPPING 

TO ORDER ! Send check or money order to -I 




Dealer and volume buyer 
mquines invited 


.(818) 842-4094 
P.O.Box 3111 Dept. SOF B(10) 
Burbank, CA 91504 


] 


Sculptui 




INTRODUCES TO YOU 

PROFESSIONAL. 


SCULPTED IN 
GOLD CAST 
BRONZE BY 
ENGLAND'S 
MASTER MILITAR V 
SCULPTOR 


EACH STATUE 
IS 12” TALL 
AND CARRIES 
THE S.A. 80 
ASSAULT RIFLE 
OR ARM A LITE 



INTERNATIONAL MONEY ORDERS 7Q. ••••*-- 
COMBAT SCULPTURES do 51 NORTH CIRCULAR, 
LONDON, N.W. 10 ENGLAND. 

* ((please state weapon choice)) 

ALL SCULPTURES FULLY GUARANTEED. 


Set by whom, one wonders? “We 
were arrested .. beyond the 
boundaries of the nuclear testing 
ground,” he said. Soldier of Fortune 
deplores human sacrifice, especially 
for a stupid cause like communist 
propaganda. But we must not forget 
that this country is based on 
individual liberty and adult 
responsibility. So the next time the 
Rocky Mountain Peace Center wants 
to send volunteers to sit atop ground 
zero, we would urge 
law-enforcement officials to stand 
ajide. 


R eunions, 

ANNOUNCEMENTS... 

A reunion of Vietnam’s River 
Patrol Force (Task Force 116) is 
set for 11 November In Albany, 
Oregon. Held under the auspices of 
the Gamewardens of Vietnam 
Association, Inc., the River Patrol 
Force units were part of Operation 
Gamewarden that operated in the 
Mekong Delta region from 1966-71. 
For more information, write: John 
Williams, Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 
5523, Virginia Beach, VA 
23455, or call Lt. Cliff Clifton at 
(804)490-2315. 

Many veterans of World War II, 
Korea and Vietnam were separated 
from the service before being issued 
medals which they were entitled to 
wear, according to Korean Veterans 
International. The KVI is offering a 
brochure explaining how authorized 
veterans may obtain these medals. 

To obtain the brochure, send a 
stamped, self-addressed envelope to: 
Medals Brochure, c/o Korean 
Veterans International, Dept. 
SOF, P.O. Box 52033, Tulsa, 

OK 74152. 

The 101 Association, Inc., is 
holding its 1986 Eastern Regional 
Reunion at the Holiday Inn, 

6515 International Drive, 
Orlando, Florida, on 15-16 
October. It is comprised of men 
who served in special operations 
units deployed in the 
China-Burma-lndia Theater during 
World War II. Registration 
deadline is 15 September. For 
more information, write: James R. 
Ward, Dept. SOF, 104 Dogwood 
Circle, Seminole, FL 33543, or 
Harry W. Little Jr., Dept SOF, 102 
8th St., Belleair Beach, FL 33535. 

Some Vietnam veterans in 
Delaware County, New York, are 
trying to get their veterans’ hotline 
out of the red ink column and back 
into operation. Their call load has 
been so heavy they’ve been unable 
to pay their phone bill and were 


temporarily disconnected. Honor the 
dead by helping the living. Send 
your tax deductible donations to: 

NYS Delaware County Vietnam 
Veterans’ Hotline, Dept. SOF, 
P.O. Box 191, Walton, NY 
13856. For additional information, 
call Anthony S. Losicco at 
(607)865-7309. 

If you are interested in obtaining 
POW/MIA bracelets, they’re still 
available. Write Liz Slick, c/o 
National League of POW/MIA 
Families, Ohio Chapter, Dept. 
SOF, P.O. Box 14853, 
Columbus, Ohio 43214 for more 
information. 


F ondas 
fraud... 

As regular readers know, SQF 
likes to keep the editorial fires lit 
beneath Jane Fonda, who with her 
husband, “Tommy the Commie” 
Hayden, volunteered extensive 
propaganda assistance to Hanoi 
during the Vietnam War. In the July 
issue of SOF, Bulletin Board advised 
readers to order a copy of the 
December 1985 issue of 
Conservative Digest Magazine 
containing an excellent article 
concerning Fonda’s efforts to 
soft-soap her 1960’s radical image. 
But we printed the magazine’s 
incorrect address, according to BM-1 
Henry Sieg, a U.S. Coast Guard 
lighthouse keeper on Burnt Island, 
Maine. 

We stand corrected, Bosun’s Mate 
Sieg. To obtain a copy of the 
December 1985 issue containing the 
article, “Who Is Afraid of Blabby 
Jane? Hanoi Jane Fonda is playing a 
moderate these days to make 
millions to finance her husband’s 
socialist projects,” write: 
Conservative Digest, Dept. SOF, 
1635 Blue Spruce Drive, Ft. 
Collins, CO 80524. Or call: 
1-800-847-0122 (Inside Colorado 
call 1-221-0964.) Back issues are $2 
each. Annual subscriptions are 
$19.95. 


Adventure 
r\ BOOKS... 

SOF is launching a series of 
adventure novels and is soliciting 
prospective manuscripts. 
Submissions (DO NOT SEND 
ORIGINALS; COPIES ONLY) 
should be 70,000-125,000 words. 
They must be fictional and technical 
accuracy is required. A potential for 
serialization is desirable. Manuscripts 
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must have 60-character lines, 
double-spaced. Send them with 
return postage to: SOF Adventure 
Books, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, 
Co. 80306. Editorial review will 
take approximately 60 days. ^ 


FLAK 

Continued from page 10 

N.W., Washington, D.C. 20006. 

Ray Hawkins 

Burney, California 

How could our government treat 
the subject of POW/MIAs with such 
an attitude? These brave men fought 
and died for their country. How 
could the CIL-H1 and the U.S. Army 
mislead these poor families? They 
have suffered enough. Thanks for 
exposing them. Now it’s time to 
write my congressman. Maybe with 
enough letters he’ll light a fire under 
someone’s ass. 

Don Fanning, Airman — 
USAF 

Ellsworth AFB, South Dakota 

We encourage all our readers to 
keep the flame burning bright on the 
subject of all of our servicemen 
missing in action . Start by writing 
your senators (U.S. Senator John 
Doe, U.S. Capitol, Washington , D.C. 
20510) and congressmen (US. 
Representative John Doe, U.S. 
Capitol, Washington , D.C. 20515). 
U.S. Representative Bill Nichols, the 
congressman investigating, should be 
encouraged to hold hearings on the 
subject. 


T he lid 

DILEMMA... 

Sirs: 

It was with great interest that we 
read your recent article on the new 
Light Infantry Divisions (SOF, July 
’86). A similar reorganization is 
taking place in the Armored Cavalry, 
with results just as discouraging. 

The reconnaissance elements of 
the Armored Cavalry are being 
reorganized, reduced in strength, 
and in the case of our unit — Air 
Troop of the 107th Armored 
Cavalry Regiment — eliminated 
altogether. Since Air Troop is at the 
same time expanding to squadron 
strength we would have thought that 
the need for ground troops to 
provide security and carry out 
dismounted patrols would be greater 
than ever, but instead we were told 
that the positions for 
19-Deltas/Cavalry Scouts were being 


eliminated. 

Our efforts to find out why this is 
happening, through our unit’s 
chain-of-command, local elected 
officials, etc. have been less than 
overwhelming. Any input or help 
would be most welcome as well as 
any assistance we can provide to 
other units faced with the same 
future. 

Joseph G. Gild 
Steven E Yoders 
John M. Smith 
1802 State Route 43 
Mogadore, Ohio 44260 


I SRAELI MILITARY 
TOURS... 

Sirs: 

I was interested to note ads urging 
U.S. Navy vets to sign up for the 
Israeli Navy Veterans Tour ’86. 
Perhaps some of the crew of the 
USS Liberty would like to go along. 
Robert Epstein 
Port of Albany, New York 

In 1985 I read Mike Epstein’s ad 
in SOF for the Armoured Infantry 
Tour to Israel. This tour was 
outstanding. We received briefings 
from high-level members of the 
Israeli military who know firsthand 
the experience of war. The 
accommodations were in the best 
hotels and the food excellent. If 
Mike runs the trip to Israel again, it 
is an absolute must for those who 
want to see a battle-tested military 
ready to go. 

Wayne M. Harris 
Rochester, New York 


O UTRAGE OVER 
ISRAEL... 

Sirs: 

Because of your opposing 
viewpoints in FLAK, I finally decided 
to resubscribe. 1 had let the first 
notice go by and was about to 
ignore the second. 1 had become 
convinced that only those who were 
100 percent pro-Israel should 
subscribe to SOF. The August issue 
helped change my mind. 

How about a future article on the 
brutal attack on the USS Liberty on 
8 June 1967? Or an interview with 
Marine Captain Charles Johnson, 
who stopped three Israeli tanks with 
a .45 pistol in Lebanon in 1983? Or 
finally, how about an article on why 
Israel has such favorable treatment 
from press, government, etc? 

Paul J. Wright 
Hutchinson, Kansas ^ 


SOLDIER OF 
FORTUNE 
THREE-GUN 
INTERNATIONAL 
COMBAT 
SHOOTING 
MATCH 



DESERT 

SPORTSMAN RIFLE 
& PISTOL CLUB 

Las Vegas, Nevada 

OUR WORLD-FAMOUS THREE-GUN IN¬ 
TERNATIONAL COMBAT SHOOTING 
MATCH WILL BE HELD 17-19 SEPTEM¬ 
BER AT THE DESERT SPORTSMAN 
RIFLE & PISTOL CLUB, LAS VEGAS. 
Write for an application. Shooters who fail 
to preregister must sign up by 1800 hrs., 16 
September 1986. Send a large SASE to Bill 
Brooks, 4901 Indian Trail, Wilmington, NC 
28403. 

Hotel reservations can be made by calling 
(in California) 800-825-8866, (outside Cali¬ 
fornia) 800-637-2929. 



Photo by Mike Schaeffer 

1986 SOLDIER OF 
FORTUNE CONVENTION 
& COMBAT WEAPONS 
MILITARY EXPO 

Soldier of Fortune will hold its seventh 
annual convention and Combat Weapons 
Military Expo 17-21 September at the 
Sahara Hotel & Casino. Las Vegas. 


For conventioneer registration information 
call Bill Brooks, 919-392-2961. For Combat 
Weapons Expo ’86 exhibitor information 
call Ralph Bicknell, 303-449-3750. 
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SUPPLY LOCKER 



3€MI-AUTD i2 lH -CARBINE 


iMJ-AUTO .!£ Lfi. PISTOL 


Don’t let your 
safety depend on 
anything less... 


Ultra-Sensitive 


Micro-T ransmitter 


Call or write for FREE brochure 
FFL Deafer Inquiries Invited 

FEATHER ENTERPRISES 
2300 CENTRAL AVE#IC 
Dept. SOF 

BOULDER, CO 00301 


BODY ARMOR WORN AROUND THE 
WORLD BY LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENTS 
AND MILITARY PERSONNEL IN CENTRAL 
AMERICA, FAR-EAST, MID-EAST, AFRICA, 
CARRIBEAN AND THE BRITISH ISLES. 

FOR /OUR FfiEECOLOHrUL MILHAfiY BROCHURE OUNTAjC" 

SECOND CHANCE BODY ARMOR, INC. 

P.O. BOX 578M • CENTRAL LAKE, Ml 49622 
TWX: 810-291-1950 


Telephone Recording Device 


Fabulous new 30 Hr Tape Recorder! 
Price Slashed to only $129.95 


1987 GOVERNMENT 
SURPLUS DIRECTORY 


Offering 

My New Hollow Handle 
Survival & Combat Knife 

Non-Glare Mat Combat Finish 


440 C ^ 

Blade with 
Saw Teeth 
That Work! 

13" overall 
length. 

All stainless steel 
construction with 
combat sheath. 


ACCURATE 

100% MADE IN U.S.A 

RELIABLE Sugg,Retai. 

$21995 


Photo by Mothar 
Earth News 


Knives 


Custom Handmade Knives 
by Robert PorrUh 

1922 Spartanburg Hwy, H#nd»r*onvUI*, NC 20739 
Phon# (704) 692-3466 
Sand SASE for tnora Informotion 


This amazingly powerful micro-miniature FM transmitter 
(smaller than your thumb) can pick up whispers from 25 feet 
away, and broadcast every sdund to an FM radio hundreds of 
feet awayl Perfect for security monitoring, wireless micro¬ 
phone, baby minder, law enforcement, and much more. NOT A 
KIT — comes completely assembled & ready to use (battery, 
antenna, and tuning wand included Free). Limited offer, while 
supplies last. Only 1 to a customer. (Regularly $49.95.) Now, 
send $29.95 + $2.75 shipping ($32.70). Foreign orders add $5. 


This tiny electronic marvel turns your cassette recorder into 
an efficient, automatic, and totally silent telephone recording 
system. Starts recorder when phone is lifted, records both sides 
ol conversation with crystal clear fidelity, stops recorder when 
phone is hung up. Easily installed anywhere along phone lines , 
regularly $29.95. Send only $19.95 + $2.75 shipping ($22.70). 
Foreign add $5.00. 


* RHODESIAN CAMOUFLAGE 

Original style and pattern as featured on cover of 
S.O.F. May 1986 

* SOUTH AFRICAN TERRITORIAL CAMO 

Night pattern, Grey and Black 

* RUGGED • FULLY REINFORCED, COMBAT CAMO 

□ FIELD JACKET-4 pockets, fully lined, epullettes, draw 
strings, heavy duty zipper (South African jacket is hooded) 

□ PANTS-6 pockets, waist adjusters, belt loops 

□ SHORTS-4 pockets, waist adjusters, belt loops 

□ SHIRT-2 pockets, long sleeves 

D T-SHIRT-short sleeves. 100% cotton 
P BUSH HAT-lined, Boonie style, broad rim 
ALL GARMETS AVAILABE IN SIZES S.M.L.XL 


That's right, a full 30 hours on one cassette tape! Our 
newest long-play 30 hr cassette recorder debuts here for the first 
time! Regular price is a low $209.95, but during this Introductory 
sale we're almost giving them away at only SI 29.95! 

The brand-new X JEN 30 hour Recorder can record and play 
all your regular cassettes at the standard speed. Then flip the 
switch to the X-Tended Speed, and increase recording time by an 
amazing 1,000%! Get 30 hrs on a 180 min. cassette, (20hrs on a 
120, 15hrs on a 90, & lOhrs on a 60). Perfect for security 
monitoring, classes lectures, business meetings, & more. You’ll 
never see a price this low again! Send only $129.95 4* $7.05 
shipping ($137.00). Foreign add $9.50, 

Items above carry a 100% guarantee! Our fantastic giant 
catalogue packed with surveillance & counter-surveillance elec¬ 
tronics, security devices, laser weapons, kits, plans, books & 
much more FREE with order, or send $2.00 for catalogue only. 
(Refundable). Send name, address, item(s) you're ordering, & 
payment to: 

UNIVERSAL ELECTRONICS 

15015 Ventura Blvd., Dept. F-10, 
Sherman Oaks, CA 91403. (818) 509-9124. 


ARMY-NAVY ^ 

AIR FORCE-MARINES Sw" 

PRESTIGE RINGS you’ll wear with pride. World's largest 
selection of military rings. Over 1000 combinations Visa or 
MasterCard Money Back Guarantee! 

Send SI for full color catalog today. 

T-J JEWELERY CO. 

Box Y $10, Apache Junction, AZ 85220 

(Successors to Royal Military Jewelry) 


RHODESIAN 


TOTAL 


|f jacket 


I SHORTS 


T-SHIRT 


S. AFRICAN 


|F JACKET 


[ SHORTS 


[BUSH HAT 


BUY FOR AS LITTLE AS | 
1C ON THE DOLLAR | 


SUB TOTAL 
SHIPPING & HANDLING 
CA RESIDENTS ADO 6 5% SALES TAX 
TOTAL 


D BILL MY 
DVISA 

MASTERCARD 


□ CHECK OR M/O 
ENCLOSED 

. (U.S. FUNDS ONLY) 


PLACE LABEL HERE 


J) J^^Moneyback Guarantee I 

JEEPS, CARS as low as S30. BOATS, HELICOPTERS. | 
TYPEWRITERS. TRUCKS. You can still buy 5,000,000 items j 
from the U.S. Government. This manual shows you how to find ■ 
these bargains in your area at TREMENDOUS SAVINGS. Some | 
actual prices . . CARS $30, PICKUPS $40, SHIRTS 22*, 50 I 
POWER 8IN0CULARS $3. and MORE. 

THIS NEW 1987 up-to-date directory includes a Bidders ■ 
List Application and listing of Defense Sales Offices. Our | 
8IGGEST MOST COMPREHENSIVE DIRECTORY Only $4.00. | 
Cut out this ad and send to: SURPLUS, DEPT. B128 J 

P.O. BOX 92, LIVINGSTON, N.J. 07039 


NAME 


ADDRESS 

‘CITY/STATE/ZIP 


NR/NS 


CARD #_ 


Strret 


Mil CORP. DEPT. A 

P.O. BOX 480329 LOS ANGELES, CA 90048 
PHONE #1.213*933*5924 


City/State/Zip 

Mail it to: SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine, 
P.O. Box 348. Mt. Morris, IL 61054 
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World’s FINEST FREEDOM-FIGHTER Sandals 
Maximum Stability, Durability & Comfort 


ALP - The Technological Leader in Open-Footwear. 


eovNO^iH 


FEATURING AN^* 
INVENTORY of OVER 
200MILLION GUN PARTS 


Nurn rich . ARMS. 

CORP West Hurley, NY 12491 


COMBAT 

SANDALS 


The OPEN-AIR® RUNNING SHOE 

laces' FOR LAND 
& WATER: 

LEATHER 


1 000 lb test 

USA MILITARY 
CONDITION R 
NYLON' 


NJ SWORDS 

W-200B 24 Tempered 6 Sharpened $90.00 
W-200S Tempered and Sharpened w/Blackened Blade ; 
W-222 28" For Display Only $60.00 
W-220 Wood Practice Boken $9 00 ^ 43 gw(0fd g[jr>d 


AND 

TREATED 

FOR 

WATER' 


* Your favorite American heroes in GIANT 17x22 BW 

* posters suitable for framing. Perfect for office or den. 

* A great gift! Only $6.95 ea. ppd. 

* □ Green Beret □ Dirty Harry 

* □ USMC □ Wales 

f □ Both Only s 10 95 ppd. □ Both Only s 10 ,s ppd. 

SPECIAL OFFER 

? ALL FOUR ONLY $14.95 ppd. 


W-21 7 Ball Bearing Cham Hide-A-Chuck 
12" long $16.00 24" long $18.00 


+ Name 


Ninja Uniform 
50% Poly 50% Cotton 
Sizes; XS/S/M/iyXL 
U-26B in Black $30.00 
U-26W in White $35.00 
U-26C Woodland Camo $3500 


* Address 


+ City/StateTZip 


"And il Guervara had known about them, he may have had a 
dillerent idea about sandals." Soldier of Fortune Magazine 
\ . .they're the best sandals going. SWAT Magazine 
"A wonder ol footwear technology ..River Runner Magazine 

MARATHON RACEWEAR OF IRONMAN TRIATHLETE "Almost like 
running barefoot. No stress on your feel whatsoever." Eddie Miller 
'Only sandals I've ever had that i could work in." 

Bobby P . Bodyguard. 3rd Degree Black Beit 
Nylon colors: Dark Brown or Khaki Se | ected Dealerships 

SIZES Narrow| Wide Length' now available 

MEN B.C D.E.EE 4-13’? 

iWOMEN AA.A.B C.D 5-11 Send S43.75 - S2, UPS to: 

Or include loot tracing. ALP FOOTWEAR 

Isizing sheet brochure available! 244 N. HWY. 101-BC 
3D day satisfaction guarantee.* ENCINITAS, CA 92024 
5 year durability guarantee.’ (619) 436-2222 

^SSTuSirSicT VISA * N 'C By Phone or Mail 

ORDER EARLY. WE CAN GET BACKLOGGED. 


Refugee Relief International, Inc 


Our expertise lies in getting dedicated medical person¬ 
nel into hostile areas. We don’t squander your dona¬ 
tions. What you give gets to the people you intend to 
help (and we make sure of it). 

Wc believe in President Reagan’s challenge for the 
“private sector’’ to parallel government efforts in 
supplying n.cedcd assistance to those suffering in I he 
midst of armed conflicts. 

Our volunteers arc non-salaricd but aid is required to 
get them and their medical supplies to target areas. Wc 
need YOUR TAX-DEDUCTIBLE CONTRIBUTIONS. 
(Our Federal Identification # is: 74-2255573.) Please 
include a packing list and name of donor with ail 
donations. Also, indicate whether or not you’d like this 
information printed. 

For further'information, contact: 

Refugee Relief International, Inc. 

P.O. Box 693 
Boulder, Colorado 80306 


Avoid BIG BROTHER. 

Best techniques for creating 
COMPLETE PRIVACY! 

■ Avoid Surveillance, Eavesdropping 

■ Become “Invisible’*’ to Investigators 

■ Stop Generating Financial Records 

■ Communications Privacy.. Phone, Mail 

■ How to Stay Out of Government Files 

■ Begin Eliminating Negative Records 

■ How to Create Helpful New Records 

■ Generating Quick Cash Income 

■ Hiding Your Assets ■ Privacy Afloat 

■ Banking Alternatives ■ “Low Profile” 

■ Privacy from Taxes ■ Nomadic Living 

■ Multiple Addresses 

® Hideouts, Deep Cover hbihSSRw 

■ How to “Disappear” 

ALL THE PRIVACY YOU gEjEalS 
WANT—and MORE! 

Don't wait! Order TODAY!! R 

ONLY $18.95 Bl"a'?Ta.".B 1 


THE APPLEGATE-FAIRBAIRN 


THE ONLY FIGHTING KNIFE 
EVER DESIGNED ON THE 
BASIS OF ACTUAL MILI¬ 
TARY COMBAT EXPER¬ 
IENCE. 

• Designed in 1943 by OSS 
Co!. Rex Applegate and Brit- 

j Q_- ish Capt. W.E. Fairbairn to be 
the successor to the classic 
* Fairbairn-Sykes commando 
- - knile 

• Custom double-edge blade 
HJ of 154 cm stainless steel. 

t • Critically acclaimed in 
£ reviews by AMERICAN 

■ BLADE. KNIFE WORLD, 
\> L SOLDIER OF FORTUNE. 

J% GUNG HO AND GUNS. 

■ FREE INFORMATION 

PACKAGE 

W- Write for complete information 
on the history, manufacture, 
■ *. performance ind exlusive 
combat features of this weapon 

WELLS CREEK KNIFE 
AND GUN WORKS 
32956 State Hwy 38 
_Scottsburg, OR 97473 


A 480 page, 2 l /z lb. parts catalog, 
listing military, commercial, anti¬ 
que U.S. and Foreign gun parts. 
The most complete parts listing 
in the world! Used by govt, agen¬ 
cies and professional gunsmiths. 
Order now, receive $3 certificate 
toward purchase of any catalog 
item. 


EDEN PRESS 

11623 Slater “C", Box 8410-AP, Fountain Valley, CA 92728 
Your (□ Regular P&H, $2.00 (Please add 1 
Choice (□ FIRST CLASS, $5.00 to order,) 
(California residents please add 6% sales Luj 
□ Send latest Book Catalog — FREE. 

Name . _ _______,| 

Address ___| 

City --- | 
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SUPPLY LOCKER 


NUMBAH ONE T-SHIRTS 

_"NO LIE Gl" 



W3 

T-25 SIN 101" 
VICTOR CttABlIE 





sin im 

'VICTOR C+tAftilL 1 


(Sin Loi Victor Charlie means tough shit VC) 
Money Orders prompt, priority shipping 

_ T-Shirts $9. 95 Each (includes p&h) 

1 Shirts Screened Front & Back; “Nd Cheap Charlie!" | 
OD available if specified; STATE SIZE & STYLE NO. 
For Overseas Air Mail add $2.25/item. 

“SAT Cong means KM Communists'* 


make paymeni to: 


SIN LOI PRODUCTIONS 
1105 N. Main St. Suite 2A#2 
Gainesville. FI. 32601_ 


We Carry Many VIETNAM T-Shirts 
Send $2 for Catalog [free with purchase] 


Genuine -G.l. • 18 ” 
Blade Machete 
& Saddle Leather Scabbard 



Large 

Belt 



Loop 

BIS 


8 Securing 
Holes 

1 in Edges 

HI 


Leather Scabbard Custom Made in Montana. 
Black or Brown. Used by the Military. 

The Ultimate Survival Weapon. A Must For The 
Serious Hunter, Outfitter, Camper & Explorer. 

ONLY $46.50 

Certified Check or Money Order Only 
Plus $3.50 Shipping * 4 Weeks Delivery 
Satisfaction Guaranteed! 

SILVERTIP ENTERPRISE 

1105 Foys Lake Road - Kalispell, Montana 59901 


GET YOUR 
MOAMMAR 
KHADAFY 

HUNTING LICENSE 

- A MUST FOR THE 
DISCRIMINATING SPORTSMAN. 

- FOR THE HUNTER WITH 
EVERYTHING. 

- A NEEDED ADDITION TO YOUR 
TROPHY ROOM. 

- GOT A BARE WALL IN THAT 
BUNKER OF YOURS? 

- 00 YOU WANT TO CHEER UP 
THAT BOMB SHELTER ANO JUST 
DON'T KNOW HOW? 

- LICENSES PRINTED ON QUALITY 
LINEN PAPER AND ARE 
INDIVIDUALLY NUMBEREO. 

ACTUAL SIZE 4WX10'. 

- SEND CHECK. MONEY ORDER OR QA 

CASHIERS CHECK (30 DA Y WAIT jf f ■ 

FOR PERSONAL CHECKS) TO: (INCLUDES POSTAGE & HANDLING) 

PERFECT DESIGNS 
P.O. BOX 823, CASPER, WY 82602 

• DEALER INQUIRES WELCOME • 

. NOVELTY ITEM ONLY • 




SEND YOUR ORDER TO: 


GENUINE STEERHIDE 

LEATHER A-2 
FLIGHT JACKET 

BY SCHOTT 

Size 34-46 139" 
Size 46-50 149" 

FREE DELIVERY 

FEATURES ORIGINAL 1940’S 
STYLING: DYNEL FUR COL¬ 
LAR. TWO-WAY PATCH POCK¬ 
ETS, KNIT BOTTOM AND 
CUFFS. PILE LINING. BROWN 
COLOR. BRAND NEW. FIRST 
QUALITY. MADE IN USA. 


KAPLANS ‘SINCE 1939" 

1055 MARKET ST., DEPT. SF 
SAN FRANCISCO CA 94103 
OR CALL (415) 863-3486 

MDNEY ORDER. VISA & MASTERCARD ORDERS SHIPPED SAME DAY 
RECEIVED. FDR PERSONAL CHECKS ALLOW 10 DAYS TO CLEAR. 

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED OR YOUR MONEY BACK. 


The famous C.I.A. 

“Get out of jail free” card 

An exact reprint of the C.I.A. Covert Opera¬ 
tions I D. card carried by members of the 
SOG (Studies and Observations Group) in 
S.E. Asia during the Viet Nam Era. 

Do not detain or question him! He is 
authorized to wear civilian clothing, carry 
unusual personal weapons, pass into res¬ 
tricted areas, requisition equipment of all 
types 

“If he is killed, do not remove this document 
from him! Etc. . printed in three colors! 

SOLD AS A WAR $5.00 

RELIC ONLY! guapunletfrd 

Devi I ’s Br igade I 80 page catc-log 

Box 1625 Dept A I $1.00 
El Dorado, Ar 71730 I (Free with order) 




HANDMADE 

CIGARS 

IFOR 500! 



Too good to be true? Let me 
“make your day” with this 
NEW FRIENDS OFFER: 

Send only 500 for 3 full-sized, im¬ 
ported handmades. Add 500 for 
postage and handling (Total: $1.00) 
and rn send you 3 smokes you can’t 
tell from Havana handmades. Fac¬ 
tory-fresh, full-sized, fantastic 
smokes. But act now; stock reserved 
for this offer is limited. Use coupon 
below to give yourself this triple 
treat. (Only 1 pe r person.) 

"THOMPSONCIGAR Co7~b~5 “ 

Dept. B-575, P.O. Box 30303, Tampa, FL 33630 
O.K., TOM! Here’s my $1.00 (500 for 3 imported 
handmades, 500 for postage). Rush my cigars 
by return mail. Satisfaction Guaranteed 

PLEASE PRINT 

name _ 

street _ 

city/state/zip _ 

OFFER GOOD IN U.S. ONLY 


Intimidator-Survivor 


NON-LETHAL 100,000 VOLT 



12" LONG - USA MADE 
440 STAINLESS CAMO HANDLE 

COMPLETE WITH SURVIVAL KIT 



BOTH 69.50 


POWER SHIELD 
50,000 VOLT STUNNER 
RECHARGEABLE 

39.50 

NON-LETHAL 




KHADAFY TARGET POSTER 
with 3 oi our 
precision balanced 
throwing knives 

10.00 

Poster only 4.50 

We also carry a cache 
of high quality knives 
»/ , n i Send cheeky M.O. to 

ENT. P.O. Box 412 

Sugarland, TX 77487-0412 

or call For Visa and MasterCard 
1-713-933-6929 - no collect calls 
VOID WHERE PROHIBITED 


THEY NEED 

YOUR HELP 

Soldiers go into combat with worn-out boots, 
thin socks, no cleaning gear for their rifles, 
no poncho or poncho liner against torrential 
rains and worn-out web gear. They're troop¬ 
ers in the Salvadoran Army and Nicaraguan 
freedom fighters. Being brave, tough and 
willing isn't good enough without basic 
equipment. They need; 

Combat Boots 
Boot Socks • Uniforms 

Cammie, fatigue or khaki (medium and small 
OMLY: These people are small) 

Rifle/MG Cleaning Gear 
Web Equipment 

(pistol belts, LBE suspenders, pouches for 30-r, 
M16 magazines, canteens, canteen covers, etc.) 

Lensatic Compasses 
Ponchos /Poncho Liners 
Field Jackets • K-Bar Knives 
Field Dressings 

Send the above equipment or your cash dona¬ 
tion to; 

EL SALVADOR/ 
NICARAGUA 

DEFENSE FUND 

c/o Soldier of Fortune 

Attn: Nr. Blake 

UPS: U.S. MAIL; 

5735 Arapahoe P.O. Box 693 

Boulder, CO 80303 Boulder, CO 80306 

Please include a packing list and name of donor 
with all donations. Also, indicate whether or not 
you would like this information printed. 

Donations not tax deductible. (We haven’t convinced the IRS that 
killing communist is a "charitable or educational" activity.) 

We'll see that they get to the fighting units that are defending 
your and our freedom. Do It NOW and pass the word to your 
friends. 
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Support AFGHAN 
FREEDOM FIGHTERS 



NOT A TOY! Magnum Slingshot packs a real 
wallop! Powerful enough to stop small game 
in its tracks. Wide-angle, snap on sight lets 
you follow moving targets. Genuine Rubber 
Thrust Bands. Contour Grip doubles as a storage 
magazine for steel hunting shot . . . dispenses 
shot at the touch of a button. Allows for 
“rapid-fire’ 1 shooting. Long life Leather Thong. 
Crafted from High Impact Materials. Not sold 
in N.Y. & N.J. 

No. 2280—MAGNUM SLINGSHOT.9.98 

No. 2281—200 Rounds Polished Steel Shot 2.95 
2 Boxes (400 Rounds) $4.99 


5 SUPPORT \ 

J THE BRAVE V 
^ PEOPLE OF \ 

^ J AFGHANISTAN \ 

IN THEIR FIGHT \ 
FOR FREEDOM AGAINST SOVIET\ 
AGRESSION AND OCCUPATION. 

All funds collected will be donated 
to pro-western Afghan resistance 
groups selected by the SOF staff. 
These funds will be used solely for 
the purchase of arms, ammunition 
and medical supplies as specified 
by the groups receiving assistance. 
No funds collected will be expend¬ 
ed for salaries or administration. 

Donations are NOT tax deductable. 
Send your donation to: 

Afghan Freedom Fighters’ Fund 
Box 693 

Boulder, CO 80306 



BOOKS FOR 
PROFESSIONALS 


HOW TO FIND MISSING PERSONS- 
by Ronald Erifctert 2 

This is the single best nook on ^ 
the subject ever published, mhm. persons j| 
Locate nearly any missing * •'* ~ 7 - 
person. Private detectives, pro- 
cess servers, auto repossessors, 
and police officers can all learn 
from this professional manual. jE 

Get almost any records you JnH ntl 

need, including credit card MM H 

records, telephone company | _ n 

records, post office, utility ■ ” 

companies, drivers license records, and even bank 
and medical records! You can find anyone using this 
book! 556 x 854, 96 pp, Illustrated, soft cover. S9.9S 

JOB OPPORTUNITIES IN THE BLACK MARKET 
by Burgess Laughlln 

The perfect book for all 
mercenaries! If you’re look¬ 
ing for high-risk, high- 
paying work, try the black 
market! Discusses pay, or¬ 
ganization, risks, advance¬ 
ment, culture, society, 
prices and benefits, as well 
as retailers, wholesalers, 
middlemen, entrepreneurs, 

and their assistants. Every- _ 

thing from drugs and pimping to people-smuggling, 
gambling and bootlegging, if it s black market . it's in 
this book! 

556 x 854, 144 pp, Illustrated, soft cover. S9.95 

Loompanics Unlimited / PO Box 1197 
Port Townsend, WA 98368 


Name_ 

Address_ 

City -State_ Zip_m 

Please enclose $2 for shipping and handling. 3 
_ Thsnk you tor your order} ° 


TALES OF 
VON BRAUN 





SCHOOLED 

BY A RACE THE WORLD HAD THOUGHT 
EXTINCT. COLONEL MARCKUS VON 
BRAUN IS THE DEADLIEST OF WORLD 
WAR III MERCENARIES. THE MOST HATED 
MAN OF ALL TIME IS THE FREE WORLD’S 
ONLY HOPE AGAINST COMMUNISM. 
VOLUME 1 $7.95 VOLUME 2 $7.95 
CK OR MO TO: TALES OF VON BRAUN 
PO BOX 7223 PGH.PA.15213 


LATEST MODEL 6 SHOT 

ITALIAN AUTOMATIC TEAR GAS GUN 


POSTPAID 

Fires 22 cal. tear 
gas or blank ammo. 

Solid metal. 6 shot, clip > 

fed. Rapid firing. With in- \ m \ 

structions. * 

For self-protection, theatre, dog » 
training, sports. Purchaser must t 

be over 21. Money back guarantee. ^ v „, Vo , 
WESTBURY SALES CO. 

P.O. Box 434, Dept TA-10-SF, Westbury, New York 11590 


BLOOD MASTER II 

Blood Master It -15” of man size steel in our Blood 
Master Bowie Survival Knife. Features a 10” blade, 
15" overall length with a jagged sawtooth edge on 
back. Hollow handle with a stainless cap and com¬ 
pass. Survival kit includes fish hooks, line, sinkers, 
matches, wire saw and etc. (1 7-1 57) Nylon cord 
wrapped handle. Retail: SOQ.fl O*- 

custom YOUR PRICE: 


CUSTOM 

DESIGNED 


$59.95 


VISA/MASTERCARD Orders Call Toll Free: 
1-800*251-4422 - Free Catalog With Order 
$3.00 Shipping/Handling - $5.00 C.O.D. 
Money Back Guarantee! - $59.95 + Shipping 

WEST COAST CUTLERY 

Where The Professional Shops 
P.O. Box 2194 , Roseville, CA95746 (916) 791-2961 


Be a DETECTIVE 


i '1 1 mv 1111 • ■ * 1 







|973 GLOBAL SCHOOL OF INVESTIGATION 
Box 191S Hanover, Mass. 02339 

Rush FREE facts. Show me how I can learn at home to be a Private 
Investigator. No obligation. No salesman will call. 


“For An Education Thai Works” 
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SUPPLY LOCKER 



'D'uuptet Sccfcfatey 

P.O. Box 7115 / Dept. S. / Charlottesville, VA 22906 

CALL 804-971-2911 

MC VISA Money Order or Check 
Shipping — $2 AK HI Foreign $5 
★ COUOR CATALOGUE $2 ★ 

Dealer Inquiries Invited 


YOUR ULTIMATE EDGE... 
THE TIMBA® 

COMBAT SURVIVOR 

by Pacific Cutlery Corp. 

12” Overall Length 
• 6*/i” Stainless Blade 
• Textured Black Micarta 
Handle 

• Military Non-Glare 
Finish 

• Military Black 
Sheath 
• Lifetime 
Warranty 

$ 120 00 


YOUR 
ULTIMATE 
BACK-UP 
THE ORIGINAL 
MILITARY GRAY 
WEE-HAWK 
BOOT KNIFE 

• Overall Length 814” 

• V'A” Stainless Blade 

• Black Micarta Handle 

• Nickel Silver Bolster 

• Military Non-Glare Finish 

• Black Leather Boot-Clip Sheath 

• Lifetime Warranty 

$59 9s by Pacific Cutlery Corp. 


^ 6 ? 


TIMBERSHEPHERD™ 


TIMBER WOLF/ GERMAN SHEPHERD HYBRID 

As seen in S.W.A.T. Magazine, November 1983 
and Survival Guide Magazine, August, 1984 



LOYAL • INTELLIGENT • COMPANION FOR YOUR 
FAMILY’S SECURITY WHILE YOU’RE AWAY. 


EVEN TEMPERAMENT ideal for the family and kids. 
DO NOT CONFUSE the TIMBERSHEPHERD™ with the 
Vi wolf Vi shepherd mix, poorly bred, unpredictable and 
unsuitable as a stable home companion or working dog. 
THE TIMBERSHEPHERD™ is 37.5% TIMBERWOLF/ 
62.5% GERMAN IMPORT SHEPHERQ 4th generation hybrid, 
taking 7 years to produce from North American Gray 
Timberwolves and the Finest German Import Shepherds. 
LONGER LIFE SPAN/KEENER SENSES over the Ger- 
man Shepherd, Rottwieler, or Doberman Pincher. 
OUR TRAINING RESOURCES are extensive, employing 
latest techniques and standards currently in use by the 
U.S. Dept, of Defense Military Working Dog Program. 
FULL HEALTH, TEMPERAMENT HIP GUARANTEES. 
-SHIPPING AVAILABLE WORLDWIDE.- 

LRRP SECURITY SERVICES, INC. 

Box 1620 M-10B, Aiken, S.C. 29801 (803) 649-5936 (24 • hour) 

- SEND $3.00 U.S. FUNDS FOR BROCHURE - 


BULLETPROOF 

VEST 

Will stop the .357 Magnum, 9mm and 00 
Buck. Meets and exceeds “Threat Level 
II-A” tested in accordance with the NILECJ- 
STD-0101.01. Weighs 2 3 A lbs. Fits easily 
under T-shirt. 



Front & Back Protector , . . $150.00 ppd. 
Detachable Side Panels.$27.50 ppd. 


Officially tested by the U.S. Government 
Edgewood Arsenal at the Aberdeen Prov¬ 
ing Grounds under the U.S. Department 
of Justice Standards. State height, chest 
and waist measurements. 

MATTHEWS POLICE SUPPLY CO. 

(a division of David Matthews, Inc.) 

P.O. Box 1754 
Matthews, N.C. 28105 


SECONDS 
COUNT! 

TAKE THE 
SHOT! 

FIRE OFF YOUR 
CHECK OR 
MONEY ORDER 
TO 

DOA TARGETS INC. 

P.0. BOX 5068, OLD BRIDGE, NJ 08857 
CHECK ONE 


50 

□ 

$ 

18.95 

100 

□ 

$ 

29.95 

250 

□ 

$ 

49.95 

500 

□ 

$ 

84.95 

1000 

□ 

$159.95 


N.J. RESIDENTS ADD 6% TAX 
POSTAGE AND HANDLING INCLUDED 

ORDERS OVER 1,000 WRITE FOR 
BULK RATES 


DOA TARGETS INC. 



TARGET 18"x24" 



CREATIVE HORIZONS 

Rll BOX JIM 
PAMKYILLE.MD. 21234 
SOMSSnSEM 


folding L1FEKNIFE® 


World’s first 
FOLDING 
hollow handle 
survival knife! 

3/12” stainless 
lockback 
blade. Hollow 
handle 
contains 
medical and 
survival kits 
sealed by 
luminous 
liquid 
compass. 

Includes belt 
pouch. 

Send $29,95 +- 3.00 shipping to: 

LIFEKNIFE 

Box 771 • Santa Monica, CA 90406 

Money Back Guarantee Calif. Res. Add 6'/i°7o 



UNDERGROUND 

ECONOMY 


GUERRILLA CAPITALISM 
How to Practice Free Enterprise 
in an Unfree Economy 
by Adam Cash 

Each year in Amer¬ 
ica, billions of dollars 
go unreported on tax 
returns. This is the Un¬ 
derground Economy, 
and it is growing every 
day. Now there is a 
book telling you exactly 
how millions of Ameri¬ 
cans are evading taxes 
and dodging Big Bro¬ 
ther. Contents of this 
amazing book include: 

• How to avoid banks • 

How to do business "off 
the books" • How to Invest unreported Income — 
and one thing you should never do • How to cash 
checks without running them through your bank 
account • Skimming money • Barter — when to 
use ft and when not to • And much, much morel 

Guerrilla Capitalism tells you all there Is to know 
about making tax-free money in the Underground 
Economy. Order your copy today — you will be very 
pleased, we know. 

55* x 8%, 176 pp, Illustrated, soft cover. $9.95 


LOOMPANICS UNLIMITED PO Box 1197 
PORT TOWNSEND, WA 98368 

Please send me copies of GUERRILLA 

CAPITALISM at $9.95 plus $2.00 postage per copy. 

Name_ 

Address..___ 

City/State/Zip_ 
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CLASSIFIED 


DOG TAGS, GENUINE Gf— Commando black or stainless 
steel. Free brochure. Send stamped envelope. KAUFMAN’S 
ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept. A-810, 1660 Eubank NE, Albu- 
querque, NM 87112. (105) 



RAY-BAN SUNGLASSES— 25% off list prices. Also USAF 
NASA pilot sunglasses. All genuine! Toll-free ordering and 
immediate shipment. Send self-addressed stamped envelope 
for free brochure. KAUFMAN S ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept. 
A-910, 1660 Eubank NE, Albuquerque, NM 87112. (105) 


CURRENT REQUIREMENTS — All ads MUST be received 
by the 1st, four months prior to Issue cover date. Ad copy 
must be typed or written clearly with authorizing signa¬ 
ture, telephone number and payment. Advertisers offering 
information packets for a fee must send a sample of pack¬ 
et Cost per Insertion Is $1 per word — $20 minimum. 
Name, address and telephone are to be included in the 
count FOR EXAMPLE: P.O. Box 693 = 3 words; Boulder, 
Colorado = 2 words; 80306 = 1 word. Abbreviations such 
as A.P., 20mm, U.S., etc., count as one word each. Hyphen¬ 
ated words and telephone numbers are counted as two 
words. We reserve the right to delete or change any copy 
which we determine to be objectionable. Mall to SOLDIER 
OF FORTUNE Classified, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 
80306 

READERS OF BOTH DISPLAY AND CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING ARE ADVISED THAT SOF MAGAZINE 
DOES NOT HAVE THE ABILITY TO VERIFY VALIDITY OF 
EVERY ADVERTISEMENT CONTAINED HEREIN. SHOULD 
ANY READER HAVE A PROBLEM WITH PRODUCTS OR 
SERVICES OFFERED BY AN ADVERTISER, HE SHOULD 
SEEK ASSISTANCE FROM HIS NEAREST POSTAL IN¬ 
SPECTOR. 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE MAGAZINE IS A MAGAZINE OF 
NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL DISTRIBUTION. THERE 
MAY BE PRODUCTS FOR WHICH SALE, POSSESSION OR 
INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION MAY BE RESTRICTED, 
PROHIBITED OR SUBJECT TO SPECIAL LICENSING RE¬ 
QUIREMENTS IN YOUR STATE. PURCHASERS SHOULD 
CONSULT THE LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT AUTHOR¬ 
ITIES IN THEIR AREA. 


US MILITARY INSIGNIA: 1,000s in stock, 1940 to current, all 
branches. Large catalog $1. SAUNDERS, Box 414-SF, Ver¬ 
milion, OH 44089-0414. (109-ft) 


CAMOUFLAGE TIESI A must for every well-dressed out- 
doorsman. Genuine military-issue woodland cloth. Choose: 
pointed end or straight fold...$9.95 each; 2 for $18.95. Add 
shipping: $2 1st tie; 2 or more $3. KAUFMAN'S ARMY NAVY 
GOODS, Dept. A-310, 1660 Eubank NE, Albuquerque, NM 
87112. (105)_ 

REGULATION INSIGNIA: All Military branches and Police. All 
genuine, over 1,000 items: rank, wings, badges, mini-medals, 
NASA patches, military goods, plus much much more. Catalog 
$2. KAUFMAN'S ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept. A-510, 1660 
Eubank NE, Albuquerque, NM 87112. (105)_ 

MILITARY GOODS CATALOG— Over 70 pages. Camou¬ 
flage jackets, pants, caps, berets. Over 1,000 insignias, 
genuine Gl. $2. KAUFMAN'S ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept. 
A-210, 1660 Eubank NE, Albuquerque, NM 87112. (105) 



MILITARY MEDALS 

WORLD WAR li * KOREA * VIETNAM 




Full Size U.S. and Vietnamese Medals. Ribbons. 
Badges. Fine Display Cases. Miniature Medals, 
Personal Service, Display the valuable Medals 
awarded you or your family. Guaranteed! 

o FREE CATALOG! o fHT 


WRITE TODAY! ► MEDALS, BOX 16279 SF 

FT HARRISON P.O. INDIANAPOLIS. IN 46216-9998 


MILITARY POLICE: Send $1 for prices on shirts, hats, patch¬ 
es, buckles, etc. MEAN STREETS, Dept. SOF, Box 88, Bos¬ 
ton, MA 02123. (108-lt) 


DYSART S WOLF KENNEL 


MACKENZIE VALLEY TIMBERWOLVES 



Would you like to have a companion & protector bred 
from the largest strain of wolves in the world, like the 
one above? Crossed with the finest German Shepherd 
imports; Vz wolf and up, puppies & trained adults. I 
devote my time to wolves & wolf-crosses only , 
therefore I can provide the Finest. AM pups WBA 
registered at no charge. Pictures and info — $5.00. 
CHARLES DYSART 
Box 597, Henrietta, North Carolina 28076 
Phone 704-657-6220 or 704-657-9273 


MINIATURE POUCE BADGES, Collector has over 100 Agen¬ 
cies! S.A.S.E. for listing. . . . , $3 for sample. STANLEY, 330 
Pine-Brook, Eatontown, NJ 07724, (108)_ 

SURVIVAL AND BOOT & BUTTERFLY knives, 22-stamp for 
price list. KNIVES, Dept SOF, 1872 Prosperity Road, St. Paul, 
MN 55109, (108) 


I VIDEO 

VIDEO SURVEILLANCE 

Convert your video recorder into a security or 
covert surveillance system. Mini mike & camera 
defy detection. Free information. 

TRULOCK VIDEO SERVICES 
98 Main St, Dept 215, Tiburon , CA 94920 

GOTCHA 0 


SILENT FIREPOWER: Most complete crossbow catalog 
available. $1. Martial Arts, Special Weapons & Survival Aids. 
M&M ENTERPRISES, Box 64, Dept. SOF, Island Lake, IL 
60042. (108-tc)_ 

STAND IN THE DOOR! And be prepared to buy, sell or trade 
your militaria ASAP when you advertise in The Military Ex¬ 
change! THE MILITARY EXCHANGE, PO Box 693, Dept. 
SF-10, Boulder, CO 80306. (114-T/0) 


NEW!! 


!'««S 


15 The Original ADVENTURER'S 

L TonnT’ Casbah- 

L0CKBLADEF0LDERS DUELING KNIFE 


THE ORIGINAL GYPSY DUELING 
KNIFE Used In Duels All Over 
EUROPE And In The Casbahs of 
CASABLANCA, 
KHARTOUM 
^ 4 CAIRO. 

HANDMADE 
PERFECTLY 
^ •DUEL-BALANCED - 
* In Europe by 

EUROPEAN ARMORERS 


In The World! 

• 16te" LONG -OPENED 

• M: x T Folded 
» 7Vi” LONG TEMPERED STAINLESS 

TOLEDO STEEL BLADE VA" WIDE 

• SIX STEEL LOCKING 
TEETH 

• SOLID BRASS 
BOLSTERS ^ " 

• WHITE jk r PRICES: 

WHI,t ORIGINAL 

mVLm $99.95 

Custom Molded Leather Scabbard 

(Orig. Mod. Only)" COG OC 
(Rich-Russet* or Black)$43.30 

X-tro Lge SULTAN MODEL 

SOLD AS COLLECTORS ITEMS 10Vi" Blade, ' ft C 

-.— - 21 w openeo jpioy.yo 



FOR OBEYING YOUR LOCAL 
LAWS. 

1 Beware Of Cheap imitations' 


THE ONLY DUELING 
LOCKDLADES A VAIL ABLE 


CREDIT CARD PHONE ORDERS (512) 697-8900 
Send VISA CATTLE BARON LEATHER CO. 

MC, Check P.O. BOX 100724 Dept, SQF-10 

Itf or MO lo Sun Antonio. TX 7S201 iK 


POUCE—COMBAT EQUIPMENT — discounted! Huge cata¬ 
log - $1 (refundable). CROWN, 878A Jackman, El Cajon, CA 
92020. (108-1) _ 

WORLD FAMOUS "SURVIVAL KNIFE.” heavy guage 
stainless steel, bottle opener, fish scaler, compass, matches, 
wire saw. fishing line, hooks, sinker, sheaib, sharpening stone. 
$16.50 each. SHAWNAMES COMPANY, PO Box 3740, Simi 
Valley, CA 93063. (108)_ 

DISCOVER HOW TO DEFEND YOURSELF, Easy to loam, 
fast results, guaranteed. New books reveal secrets, tell how. 
FREE DETAILS. WRITE NOW. LIBRA, 486(SF) Molimo, San 
Francisco, CA 94127. (108) 



—KIMBERTAL— 

The Most Sought after Name In 

Doberman Pinschers 
and Rottweilers 

Champ.-sired pups bred for 
superior size, conformation. 
Impeccable disposition. 

FULL HEALTH & TEMPERAMENT 
GUARANTEES 

■ ■ . SHIPPING WORLDWIDE , 

American Express,-Visa 
and Master Charge 


KIMBERTAL KENNEL** 

RFD1 Kimberton, Fenna. 19442 215-933-4982 or 933-3600 


CRIMEFIGHTERS send $2 for Police Catalog. B-PEC, Dept. 
SF1185, Box 444, Los Alamitos, CA 90720. (115)_ 

WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Assassination research materials: 
Zapruder film, video cassettes, photographs, literature avail¬ 
able. Catalog: $3. COLLECTOR’S ARCHIVES, Box 671, Hud- 
son, Quebec. (107-lt) 


BUTTERFLY KNIVES 

The Folding BALISONG 
knives originated in the 
Philippines — used by their 
fighting forces. Now made into 
fine quality hunting knives. 

The blade is of surgical 
steel. The butterfly design 
protects the working 
portion of the knife. A 


lever locks the 

O 

< 

handle securely 

<D 

3 

in the open or 


closed position. 

M 5 

Model K98-P 

/1 1 

$ 8 50 Ea. 

/ l 

and s l*> UPS charges 

f 1 

WESTBURY SALES CO., k 

r 1 

DEPT. P-10-SF J 

f I 

373 Maple Avenue [J 

n 

Westbury, New York 11590 

aJI 


I 

I 



FEDERAL FIREARMS LICENSEES make money! Sell guns 
and ammunition to others. Order guns for non-licensees on 
cost-plus basis. Buy wholesale. FREE: “What to do after ap¬ 
plying" and “Starting your own gun business,” Other benefits. 
License guaranteed or refund! $7.95. METRO, Box 2161-SF, 
Boulder, CO 80306. (108-1)_ 

FFL APPLICATION KITi Correct “procedures.’’ Latest BATF 
instructions! License guaranteed or full refund! $5. 
MONARCH, Box 65-FS, Golden CO 80402. (108-2) 

SMOKE GENERATING DEVICES (Candles, bombs, pots, 
grenades) — Largest, most complete selection of brand-new 
smoke products. Military grenades available in eight colors. 
Also flare guns, tear gas. military knives, etc. Send £2 (refund¬ 
able with order) for catalogue. SIGNUS. Box 33712-WA, 
Phoenix, AZ 85067. (108) 


Ithe’davTd sling? 



WITH 
TM 


ONLY 


s 12® 5 I 


(Prepaid) | 


Use 30 Days 
At Our Risk 


Dealer Inquiries Invited 
Super powerful David Sling, 
The Ultimate survival and 

hunting weapon. Made of the toughest leather. Can be 
kept in pocket or worn around head. Incredible 600' 
range, turns rocks into deadly projectiles. Hunt birds 
out of the air, kill varments large and small. NOT A TOY. 
Astound friends, great for Hunters, Farmers, Campers, 
Backpackers or any Sportsman. Comprehensive 
instruction book included. Send $12.95 + $2.00 for 
P&H to PHL C0RP. Ohio res. add 6% Sales Tax. 


PHL CORP. 


1^5489 STATERD^PARMA, OH 44134 # (216) 241-44«J 
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ORDER YOUR UZI MEMORABILIA 
DIRECT FROM US . . . 


Brassard (Patch) . . 

.$ 2.50 

Lapel Pin... 

3.50 

Tie Tack . 

. 4.20 

Cap (Adjustable) . 

. 6.00 

T-Shirt (Specify S-M-L-XL). 

. 7.50 

Paper Weight. 

. .15.00 

UZI BELT BUCKLES 

Brass.. 

. .12.00 

Nickel.. 

. .13.00 

Bronze & Nickel. 

. .15.00 


Pleasa add 10% ot iota) amount to your order to cover shipping and handling, 


JK SALES 

(Authorized UZI Memorabilia Distributor) 

202 Magnolia Ct., Sterling, VA 22170 

VA residents add 4% sales tax (All Amounts Are U S. Currency) 


FIREWORKS, BUY DIRECT. Send $1 for a color catalog to 
ACE FIREWORKS, PO Box 221, Dept. F, Conneaut, OH 
44030. (115-lt)_ 

GRENADA, BEIRUT, Special Forces, Recon, SEALs, many 
more large decals. Send stamp for price list. ELITE FORCES, 
22 Orchard Street, Newton, NJ 07860. (108-lt)_ 

THE INTELLIGENCE LIBRARY — Many unusual, informative 
books on Electronic Surveillance, Weapons, Investigations, 
Unusual Technologies, Documents, etc. Free Brochures: 
MENTOR, Dept. G-2, 135-53 Northern Blvd., Rushing, NY 
11354. (Ill-it)_ 


Gl SUPPLY R.R.#1BOX 782 Depi. sof“ 
AUGUSTA. NJ- 07822 
U.S. MEDIUM COMBAT 

FIELD PACK 

WITH FRAME (Lc 2 -alice pack) 

99 “ 



SPECIAL H 

Save*29.90 


Pack With Out Frame | 


Send j 
SI.Oi 
I tem Catalog! 


Frame Makes Carrying of Pack 
much more Comfortable and 
Prevents Back Perspiration 


Blind new niginil GI Issue with New Aluminum/Mijnwum Fiamt 
Complete with Quick Betas* Buckles Wide kidner B*tt new wider 
straps end more Water Bepeflenl Rip Stop Nylon 0 D Gieen Pick h« 1 
Large internal pouch with draw string closure, and another smaller pouch 
inside 3 large outside pockets aie tunneled to the pack so that tong 
obpects can be earned between the pockets Has special top waterproof 
portat for urrpn| Hal items Will carry 50 lbs easy 

HKIIJK INSTWCT1WIS: M*mt Or4.<, pwrvatul chwtb 


■r tna t Malar Card [I** accaptad. NO TOC's, M 

TOtkKto n 100- ----- - 


201-875-3252 


BRITISH MILITARIA, Authentic collectibles from the 1800*s to 
date, Royal Air Force, Royal Navy, Royal 
Marines, Parachute Regiment, S.A.S., Insignia, Head- 
wear, Badges, Uniforms, Medals, Boer War Helmets, etc. 
Send $3 for catalog. BRITISH COLLECTIBLES LTD., Dept. A., 
2113 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica, CA 90403, (119-lt) 

GENUINE U.S. MEDALS— Collect/U.S./Foreign Decorations. 
FASCINATING NEW HOBBY. Silver Star— $50; Bronze 
Star— $35; Armed Forces Expeditionary— $15; Vietnam Ser¬ 
vice— $15; Vietnam Campaign/Sterling Yearbar— $35; Add 
stamp in trade and $4 postage. Most other medals available. 
SASE FOR FREE LIST. MARTIN LEDERMANN, 21 Naples 
Road, BrookJine, MA 02146. (617) 731-0000. (117-lt) 


Telephone Listening Device 


Record telephone conversations in your 
office or home. Connects between any 
cassette or tape recorder and your 
telephone or telephone LINE. Starts 
automatically when phone is answered. 
Records both sides of phone conversation. 
Stops recorder when phone is hung up. 
This device is not an answering service. 


Super Powerful 

Wireless Mic 

10 times more powerful than other mics, I 
Transmits up to V* mite to any FM radio. [ 

Easy to assemble kit. 15V battery (not incl.) 

Call (305) 725-1000 or *end S19.95+ S1.00 shipping p 
item to USI Corp., P.O. Box SF-2052, Melbourne, FL 32901. 
COD’* accept. For catalog of transmitters, voice scramblers 
and other specialty items, enclose $2.00 to USI Corp. 




UNIQUE 

CATALOG 


SECURITY 

& 

MILITARY 


New 1987 salsior? 
now avafabs' 

This 48-page mail-order 
catalog features quality 
military and security equip¬ 
ment at discount prices. 
Many items in it you will not 
•« find in any other catalogs! 

Includes U.S., British and Israeli equipment and clothing, 
personal defense products, police equipment, surveillance 
electronics, tear gas/smoke grenades, telephone devices, 
knives, flashlights, optics, military manuals, survival pro¬ 
ducts, genuine military clothing and much more. Discount 
prices, free shippinq, unique selection, fast service. This 
4&-page catalog is an essential catalog for all SOF read¬ 
ers- Price is $2, deductible from first order. 

ALCAN, INC., P.O. Box 2187, e*ll!ngh*m WA 98227 


AIRBORNE/ELITE BOOKS our specialty. Also, Vietnam 
material. List $1. THE BATTERY PRESS, PO Box 3107C, 
Uptown Station, Nashville, TN 37219. (108-2) 


“U.S. ARMY GUERRILLA WARFARE” 

(FM 31-21 — Large Edition) 

NOW ONLY $7.00 Postpaid 

Free book catalog on request 
Send Cash, Check or M.O. to: 

THE GREAT KEN HALE " 

P.O. Box 395, McDonald, Ohio 44437-0395 
No persona/ checks, please. 


VIETNAM COLLECTOR? Veteran? Patches, books, Dl pins, 
T-shirts. New: Grenada, Lebanon tributes. Catalog $1. SAT- 
CONG, Box 177VF, Syracuse, NY 13208. (115) 


The Most Powerful 
Slingshot in the world 



* More “muzzle” energy than some .22 cal. cartridges, 

* Shoots 184 gr. lead bail (50 cal.) 200 ft. per sec. 

* Over 300 yard range. 

* Kill instantly grouse, duck, squirrel, rabbit, raccoon, 

cat, dog, fox, badger, even coyote. 

* Shoots 50 cal. holes clear thru 1/4” plywood. 

* Up to 50 lb. draw {can you pull it ?), 

Slingshot with 4 extra power hands : *20- / 

Extra power bands: per set. Ammo'-ty*-* per lb. 

Daalor Inquiries 6 0-0 ay 

Welcome Money-back Guornntoe 

Will Send C.O.D. 702,301-8341 
Ron Sinclair Z79 E. Warm Sprints Rd. Its Vegas, Hr 13123 


"NUKE THE BASTARDS!”. Bumper sticker, $2. T-shirt $7.95. 
P.W., Dept. SF, PO Box 709, Prudenville, Ml 48651. (109) 

FREE FLYER1 Largest selection gun-oriented T-shirts, Colt 
UZI, Winchester, many more! AMERICAN HOUSE, 8 Sandy 
Street, E. Northport, NY 11731. (108)_ 

THOR AND ODIN LIVE in the Runestone, a journal of ancient 
Teutonic religion as lived today. Courage, honor, and pride in 
heritage are our hallmarks. Info and sample copy $1 for AFA, 
Dept. SOF, PO Box 1754, Breckenridge, TX 76024. (108) 

FREE DETAILS: Howto make $100/day buying, selling scrap 
gold, silver in your area. RECYCLING, Box 11216SF, Reno, 
NV 89510-1216. (110)_ 

COVERT NEWS— newsletter. $10 year, $13 overseas, $2 
sample. Money orders only to: SCANNING UNLIMITED, PO 
Box 14571, West Allis, Wl 53214, (109)_ 

LEARN HOW TO FIND "Missing - ’ people for banks, hospitals, 
attorneys. Our complete, easy to understand training manual 
shows you how. Make money full or part-time. $79.95. 
NATIONAL LOCATORS, INC., 5100 West 164th Street, Suite 
21, Cleveland, OH 44142. (109)_ 

WHERE’S THE MONEY? Are Defense stocks depression 
proof? List of Defense Contractors. $2. PO Box 6047, San 
Rafael, CA 94903. (109)_ 

TRACE MISSING PERSONS. Big money, adventure, learn 
how. PO Box 1132Y, Doylestown, PA 18901. (115) 


NOW AVAILABLE! 


TheOr! gi na, ADVENTURERV ^ 

BULLWHIP 

Thick, 

High-Grade 
Leather 

From: 

CATTLE BARON- LEATHER CO. 

■SQUP-LEATHEB..COBE - The OftifeiwAL As 

Used in EXPEDITIONS Around the World 

All HAND-PLAITED. THICK. Genuine 
-GRAIN BELTING LEATHER w/ 

Permanenl THICK TIP 
Original " Ruddy- 
Brown 1 " Color 
• LEATHER COVERED 
HANDLE A BALL W/ 

TARGETS - Wf,,STL00P 

Add 5% Shipping & Ins. In U.S.A PRICES; 0RIGINAt10 Ft - 

“ - -- Extra Long 1Z Ft. S129.95 

LEATHER BELT CARRIER S7.95 
* A FORMIDABLE SURVIVAL TOOL • 

When Swung Properly.. KINETIC ENERGY Makes 
(he TIP 01 the ADVENTURER'S BULLWHIP" MOVE 
AT OVER 1400 FEET PER SECOND. 

• WHIP-HANDUNG Instructions Included 
The HIGHEST QUALITY, TOUGHEST BULiWHIPS 
Available - Perfectly BALANCED For ACCURACY 

CREDIT CARD PH0HE ORDERS Call (512) 697-8900 
Send visa, CATTLE BARON LEATHER CO. 
n,; P.O. BOX 100724 Dept. SOF-IO 

^ ° rM O To San Antonio, TX 78201 M 



— Foreign Add 20% — 


*0n TMES? BULIWHIPS 
ARE NOT TOYS & NOT CHEAP 
FOREIGN MADE SOUVENIRS 
THEY ARE GENUINE 

jkobHImS MLWIiLELMAJQE 


AT Qua TEXAS FACTORY BY 


WWII RELICS1 CHEAPER THAN Globe, WWII Ltd., Collec¬ 
tor's Armoury! Flags, daggers, medals, insignia, helmets. Illus¬ 
trated catalog, $5 (refundable). RELICS, Box 361-D, Cam- 
bridge, MN 55008. (108)_ 

TRACKING: A BLUEPRINT FOR LEARNING HOW, teaches 
you to read the clues that let you know who else is sharing your 
environment. Written by Jack Kearney, the famous Border 
Patrol tracker, who caught thousands of criminals, fugitives, 
and smugglers with his amazing skill, this book is the ultimate 
word on a disappearing art. Send $13.95 to: PATHWAYS 
PRESS, 525 Jeffree Street, Suite F, El Cajon, CA 92020. (109) 

TIME CAPSULES — quality precision molded ABS — re¬ 
usable — durable. 6” x 12" - $34.95; 6" x 16" - $39.95; 6” x 24” 
- $54.95; 6" x 48" - $84.95. Includes shipping 48 states. 
C.O.D., cash, MO, checks OK. NJC COMPANY, 457 W. Allen 
Ave., No. 101, San Dimas, CA 91773. (714) 599-8467. (108) 

M-43 AFRIKA CORPS style hats — first model —high peak— 
$18.50 ppd. Khaki, black OD, or camouflage, sizes S.M.L.XL. 
100% cotton, self-lined. EAGLE LTD., 635 Jefferson Street, 
Dept. SG, Fairborn, OH 45324. (513) 879-5579. (108-2) 

WW II WAR SOUVENIRS! Includes daggers, swords, hel¬ 
mets, everything! Illustrated catalog $10 (refundable). DISCO, 
Box 331-X, Cedarburg, Wl 53012. (119)_ 

WWII GERMAN MILITARIA: Insignia, flags, medals, uni¬ 
forms, daggers, camouflage, books. World’s biggest catalog, 
including 2 large posters, $2, KRUPPER, Box 177SF, Syra- 
cuse, NY 13208. (119) 

FIREWORKS. HIGH QUALITY, fast service. Price list $1. 
MOUNTAIN STATES NOVELTY, PO Box 90007, Casper, WY 
82609. (116-lt) 


RCGIMCNTR1 INSIGNIA & UJCRPONRV 

SAS • RAF • BLACK UJRTCH 
PRAR • AM • CAMERONS 

ASDG ° AN • GUARDS etc. 



Import Cotolog $2.00 
BRITISH RCGRUA IMPORTS 

Department-6 

P.O. Box 50473 • Nashville, TN 37205 


FORWARDING/REMAILING SERVICE— phone, two addres¬ 
ses, code name fine, confidential. THE GOOSE FARM, PO 
Box 1213, ML Pleasant, TX 75455. (109) 
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GUARANTEED 
10 YEARS! 


The knife.for hunting, 
fishing and all around 
use. Mirror polished 
sharp stainless . 

steel Jjlade.^^ __ 

Ruflged >/ x^>^fingernS^Su^'rip te^toidie'. fFMWiiN WTTHIN1 
as WE WILL REPUK AT NO CHARGI 


SIZE 

CLOSED 

3"-S1.96 

4"-$2.96 

5"-S3.96 


Opens with 

and automatically locks Cases SI .25 ea. 
into position. Press button in handje [o ciose^Salet^ 


_ YEARS WE WILL REPLACE AT NO CHARGEI Use 30 days, nnoney 

back if not pleased. Add 99c postage & handling but ORDER ANY 3 
KNIVES & WE SHIP FREE. ORDER TODAY. Midwest Knife Co., Dept C-2111 
9043 S. Western Ave.. Chicago, III. 60620. Mail orders only. OUR 49th YEAR. 


30 DAY MONEY BACK OFFER 


OFFICIAL ST. MICHAEL’S Airborne Medallion sterling silver, 
13/16" x 1”, 24” chain, $19.95 ppd. EAGLE LTD., 635 Jeffer- 
son Street (SF), Fairborn, OH 45324. (513) 879-5579. (108) 

SPECIAL FORCES HANDBOOK: 214 pages reduced to 
pocket-size cover. Tactics, demolitions, air operations, 
weapons, first aid, communications, survival and more. A must 
for wilderness operations. $11.95 ppd. GROUND ZERO, PO 
Box 335A, Croton, OH 43013. (109-1)_ 

ORIGINAL CIA BLACK BOOK of improvised weapons, 2 
giant volumes reduced to pocket-size. GROUND ZERO, PO 
Box 335A, Croton. OH 43013. (109-2)_ 

MILITARY SURPLUS, urban camo, military pistol and assault 
rifle magazine, Steiner military binoculars and much more! 
Navy blue watch caps, new $2.99 pd., Gl gas mask bags, VGC 
$2.50 ppd. Send $1 (refundable) for 30-page catalog. WY- 
LAND'S, PO Box 22493, Beachwood, OH 44122-0493. (109) 

CANADIAN MILITARY SURPLUS— SSF Airborne jump 
smocks $56.95, FN-C2 mag pouch $4.95, Cdn, combat fatigue 
hats $7.95. Info 50 cents. F.S.E., Box 22216, Barrie, Ontario 
Canada L4M 5R3. (10B)_ 

SCOPES, BINOCULARS, EYEWEAR— Steiner, Swarovski, 
Zeiss, Kahles, Bushnell, B&L, Ray-ban, others. FREE catalog. 
REC-OPTIKS, 905 West Kilgore, Kalamazoo. Ml 49006. (110) 


Original Pattern 

CAMOUFLAGE M43 CAP 

REVERSIBLE FALL TO SPRING, WITH INSIGNIA. 

Sizes: 

SM, M, L, XL 



Only $35. 

POSTPAID 


GIANT Catalog of Camouflage 
& German Militaria - $2. (Free w/Order) 

KRUPPER 

_BOX 177K • SYRACUSE, N.Y. 13208_ 


ORIGINAL MILITARY MANUALS! Many very hard-to-find ti¬ 
tles listed in our FREE catalog. WWII-S, 1067 Monroe Ave., N. 
Bellmore, NY 11710, (109)_ 

ALASKAN FISHING JOBS. BIG MONEY. EXCITEMENT. 

Send $2 (refundable)to: J.C. THOMPSON, PO Box 20403-S, 
SeatUe, WA 96102. (106 R) 


NIGHT VISIDN/SURVEILiANCE 
SEE IN THE DARK WITH 
ACTIVE INFRARED 
NIGHT VISION BINOCULARS 


High quality, used by military worldwide 

Originally Priced in the Thousands 
Special Close Out 
Refurbished Equipment 
Prices Start at $695 

Also available: night vision pocket scopes, 
rifle scopes, binocular cameras. 

For further information, demonstration and 
delivery contact: 

Mr. Fortune 
212 - 697-8140 

CCS COMMUNICATION CONTROL INC. 

633 Third Avenue, New York, NY 10017 



Quality 
50/50 Poly/Cotton 
w/ Black on Grey 

Postpaid $8 


Specify The 
Shirt No. And 
Size. S,M,L&XL. 
Send Payment To 


Design Ent. Inc. 
P.O. Box 810 
Montpelier 
Vermont 05602 



BUY KNIVES, CUTLERY ITEMS at wholesale. Save up to 
00%, huge selection, satisfaction guaranteed. Fast service, 
catalog $2. FIRST CLASS. SMOKY MOUNTAIN KNIFE 
WORKS, Box 714SOF, Sevierville, TN 37862, (106-tc) 

BOUNTY HUNTING— leqal for anyone and very profitable! 
For legal statutes and employment information send $2 and 
SASE. Rush orders $3 cash. RESEARCH UNLIMITED, Box 
90, Depew, NY 14043. (IIP)_ 

NATO KNIFE: "Commando” style 0" auto-open. Wholesale 
$12.95 each, two for $23.95. KNIFE, 13401 Finsbury CL, No. 
2, Laurel, MD 2Q70B. (108)_ 

FOR SALE: T-shirts saying "LAISSEZ-FAIRE — DON’T 
TREAD ON ME” around a rattlesnake. $6 for 1, $9 for 2. R.L. 
HOLLEMBEAK, Rt. 1 Box 498A, Bolivia, NC 28422. (108) 

SURVIVAL1ST, ADVENTURERS, proven technique for mak¬ 
ing survival fire in seconds without fluids, friction or matches. 
$2 plus SASE to: INFERNO, PO Box 4338, Huachuca City, AZ 
85616. (110) 



LEGIONNAIRES 
SURVIVAL 
BOOT KNIFE 

ONLY 

s 12 95 

Add $1,05 Hndl. 


Double edge 440 stainless steel blade. 
Full tang one piece construction. Leath¬ 
er sheath with quick release snap and 
metal boot/bel’t clip. Money Back 
Guaranteed If Not Fully Satisfied!! 


WESTBURY SALES CO. Dept. BK-10-SF 

373 Maple Avenue, Westbury, New York 11590 


REMAILING: West Germany. $2 includes postage. Confiden¬ 
tial forwarding, receiving, holding. Brochure $1. TWG, Post- 
fach 1515, 6460-M Gelnhausen, West Germany. (112) 

BRITISH/SCOTTISH MILITARIA COLLECTORS REGIMEN- 

TAL Insignia, Blazer Crests, Ties, Plaques, Tankards, etc., of 
Elite British/Scottish Regiments, SAS, Para, Guards, etc., and 
RAF. Also Scottish Clan Regalia, weaponry and miniatures. 
Import catalog $2. BRITISH REGALIA IMPORTS, Dept. 6, PO 
Box 50473, Nashville, TN 37205. (109-tc) _ 

FIREWORKS — fun, safe, patriotic: top quality, lowest prices, 
illustrated catalogue $1 (refundable). PYRO-SONIC DE- 
V1CES, Box 711-SI6, Grand Haven, Ml 49417. (112) 

COMBAT HISTORY ON VIDEO CASSETTE! WWII, Korea, 
Vietnam. Over 70 programs. Free list for SASE. CMI, PO Box 
40461C, Nashville. TN 37201. (108-1) 

LRRP—WILDERNESS SKILLS, survival courses. Adventure 
treks. $1 for information. BOLD ADVENTURERS, USA. Dept. 
SOF, PO Box 873, Rome, NY 13440. (109)_ 

ARMY SURPLUS AND MORE. Complete line Army surplus, 
gun accessories, knives, police, ninja, and survival supplies. 
Send $1 (refundable) for price list. HUGH WADE'S OAK- 
SHIRE PLACE, Hiway 51 South, Union City. TN 38261. (901) 
885-6651. (10B)_ 

MAIL PRIVACY I Confidential mail forwarding/remaiUng. For 
details write: POSTAL SHOPPE, 369 East 900 South, Salt 
Lake City, UT 64111. (108)_ 

OWN YOUR OWN MOUNTAIN CAMPSITE. 20 miles from 
Reno, Nevada. THIS IS NOT A TIMESHARE. Only $300 each. 
In 100 mountainous acres. GEMINI WILDERNESS, 1355 N. 
McCarran, Reno, NV 89512. (104-lt) 


FIREWORKS — Firecrackers, Rockets, Roman Candles, 
much more! Low prices. Highest quality. Shipped year-round 
to all states. Illustrated catalog— $1. EAGLE FIREWORKS, 
Dept. 3J, Box 800, Clackamas, OR 97015. (110-tt)_ 

SPECIAL FORCES VIDEO TAPES. Operational Techniques 
FM31-20. FIVE SEPARATE TAPES. Tape 1: Intelligence & 
Psychological Operations; 2: Infiltration & Planning; 3: AirOp- 
erations-Communications; 4: Water Operations-Communica- 
tions; 5: Demolition-Engineering-Medical Aspects of SF Op¬ 
erations. VHS only, $29.95 each plus $2.95 shipping & han¬ 
dling. SELF RELIANCE GROUP, 316 California Ave., Ste 206, 
Reno, NV 89509. (104-lt)_ 

INVENTIONS, IDEAS, new products wanted! Presentation to 
industry/national exposition. Call toll-free 1-800-528-6050. In 
Canada, 1-800-528-6060. Ext. 831. (113)_ 

PRIVACY—CONFIDENTIAL MAIL. Forwarding/receiving. 
Code name fine, street address, phone available. SASE, 
books. MAIL DROP, Box 18039-SF10, Orlando, FL 32860. 
(113) 



full size, not miniatures. These made from originals. Your 
choice W.W. #1 or #2 (state choice). We have most 
complete sto ck of W.W. #2 German badges-caps-flags, 


OVER 40,000 ITEMS IN STOCK. 


MILITARY COLLECTORS 

• German War Badges • postpaid. 


63158 


MOVING FAST? Keep a permanent address for as low as $6 a 
month. Not a box number but your own address and suite 
number. Also available—phone number, remailing, mail for¬ 
warding and more. ALL CONFIDENTIAL. For information en¬ 
close a stamp to THE BRANCH OFFICE, 3341 W. Peoria Ave., 
Phoenix, AZ 85029. (602) 993-7534. (109)_ 

A BRIDGE TOO FAR? Close the gap and make contact with 
the nationwide network of militaria collectors when you adver¬ 
tise in Military Exchange. THE MILITARY EXCHANGE, PO 
Box 693. Dept. SF-10. Boulder, CO 80306. (114-T/O) 

FREE PRIVACY CATALOG! Ultimate privacy techniques. 
Secret hiding places. Cash income opportunities. Financial 
privacy. EDEN PRESS, PO Box 8410-SR, Fountain Valley, CA 
92728. (110-1)_ 

FREE MONEY SOLUTIONS CATALOG! Get new credit, jobs, 
degrees. Home businesses. Cash income opportunities. 
EDEN PRESS, PO Box 0410-SP, Fountain Valley, CA 92728. 
( 110 - 2 )_ 

DIVORCE DIRTY TRICKS. Protect property. Win custody you 
want. Sharpest tactics revealed- 228-page book, $14.95. 
Guaranteed. EDEN PRESS, PO Box84l0-DD, Fountain Val- 
ley, CA 92726. (110-3)_ 

SECRET MAILBOX! Confidential, dependable mail receiving 
and forwarding. Write POSTAL SHOPPE, 369 East900 South, 
Salt Lake City, UT 84111. (108) 


ARREST Vldldtorslj 

TRAIN^ 

FAST* 

AT .<£L 

HOMEV 



Wear the Badge of a 

DETECTIVE 



{ NO PREVIOUS TRAINING NEEDED 

* Your s Pfnt of adventure, danger, and 
self reliance can lead you to an excit- 
career opportunity. Solve myster- 
ies, bring criminals to justice, protect 
the innocent. Experts guide you every 
step of the way. Men and women 
needed to work in challenging situa¬ 
tions, withstanding hardships, 
l make on the spot decisions. 

| Learn the latest investiga¬ 
tive techniques using special 
law enforcement equipment 
. . the same equipment 
used by the FBI, the CIA, and the Secret Service. Start your 
dwn investigative agency. Save up to 2696 and more on all 
equipment. Send for free details. 

Approved by Calif. Dept, of Public Instruct. 

r THE ROUSE SCHOOL of Special Detective Training . 

I DEPT. SF6010, P.O. Box 25750, Santa Ana, CA 92799 j 

Rush me your “Detective’’ Career Kit—No salesman will call. I 

Inmw -Aft—-I 

I AMhh _a 

! CNy/mWZIp_J 


USE •• 

SECRET 
EQUIPMENT 
UnrtlllaiKi Equipment, 
CrlmlMlow Kits, M|«i, 
triatciu Talapteaii, L*« 
IWttan, Uckpiek 8 «m, 
lnll»t-Preof Virtj, httnratf 
Nlfht Scapai, Rapa«llln| 
EqHiamtat—Plat Mwk, 
Mack Mon 
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STATE PISTOL LAWS, regulations all states and Federal Gun 
Laws, both $4. Police catalog $2. SCHLESSINGER, PO Box 
882, New York, NY 10150. (108)_ 

RANDALL KNIVES * * * CUSTOM KNIVES. Immediate deliv¬ 
ery ' * No waiting! NORDIC KNIVES has about 300 in stock at 
all times. Glossy color photos of the knives are included with 
our lists. Ust prices are $2 for RANDALL, $3 for CUSTOM, or 
both for $4. We are honorary members of the Knifemaker’s 
Guild and a major dealer for RANDALL MADE KNIVES. 
Address NORDIC KNIVES, 1634-C4 Copenhagen Dr., Sol- 
vang, CA 93463. Phone (805) 688-3612. (108)_ 

BOUNTY HUNTERS, over 100 MILLION DOLLARS in RE¬ 
WARDS AVAILABLE. Free information write: BOUNTY 
HUNTERS, Suite 413, 1251 South Reynolds, Toledo, OH 
43615. (112)_ 

WE HAVE THINGS FOR SALE that can t be advertised in this 
magazine. Catalog $1. PO Box 1081, Murfreesboro, TN 
37133, (110) 




MIC RO BUGS Advanced bugging equip - J 
ment. Concrete mikes, telephone and pen bugs, J 
and more. Send $2.00 to MICR0C0M r 
TECH CORP. for catalog. Refundable r 
with purchase. Unbeatable prices. r 
MICRQC0M TECH CORP. F { 
K MiieRanje p 0 Box 347341 * Cleveland. OH 44134* 


C3 


PRIVATE/CONFIDENTIAL overseas mail drop. Professional 
remailing and mail forwarding services. Economical rates, 
FREE information, KATTEGAT, TSTPO 98108, Kowloon, 
HONG KONG. (105-ck)_ 

MILITARY MEDALS & DECORATIONS, bought/sold/traded. 
Current list $1; subscription $6. VERNON, Box 1387SF, N. 
Baldwin, NY 11510 (VISA/MASTERCARD). (110)_ 

VIETNAM VETS AND COLLECTORS: Send 22-cent stamp 
for our catalog of 'Nam memorabilia, Chi-Com holsters, ARVN/ 
VC/NVA flags, music, propaganda, 60 different ‘Nam T-shirts 
and much more, to: BHP, Box 56, Dept. WC, Fayetteville, AR 
72702. (108)_ 

EAST GERMAN ID “AUSWEIS” cards in Russian/German 
with red Soviet seal. Unissued, room for photo. Origin un- 
known. $6. D. EWING, Box 993, Montpelier, VT 05602. (108) 

DETAILED INFORMATION NECESSARY for Colt Gold Cup 
alternations for combat use. $2 ppd., satis, guar. BOSSEL- 
MANN, PO Box 1058, Sedona, AZ 86336. (108) 


★ TRAIN WITH THE BEST ★ 

* New, professional, resident military ★ 

★ training program available ★ 

• State of the Art Tactics/Woapons 

• SF Trained instructors • Bi-Linguai 

THE REGIMENT, LTD. / P.0. Box 32 / Fort Mill, SC 29715 
Sond SASE for Brochure 

_ Sand S5.00 for complete Program of Instruction _ 


SHOOTING ACCESSORIES— factory direct 55 rd shotgun 
bandoleer $19.95. Sig-Asuer Nylon shoulder Holster $34.95. 
SAS leg holster 45 auto $33.95. MADE IN USA. Add $2 post¬ 
age, free catalog. MIL-TECH, INC., PO Box 584-S, Nevada, 
MO 64772. (417) 667-6667. (108)_ 

RANGER-AIRBORNE-BODYGUARD training catalog and in¬ 
formation, $4 ($6 foreign). CSTC, 2100 North Broadway, Ste. 
37, Santa Ana, CA 92706. (110)_ 

FREE CATALOG! Ai*my Navy Surplus, collectable WWII 
Items, Nazi regalia, medals, flags, weapons. Send 4—22-cent 
stamps postage: AMMO DUMP, 2607 Hennepin, No. 430, 
Minneapolis, MN 5540B. (Ill) 


KNIVES; KABER $26; USMC combat knile $18; British com¬ 
mando $23; Gurkha Kukri $18; all ne w; po stpaid in 48 states 
with MO, COD post charges collect. GETTEMEYER, 1053 St. 
Peters & Cottleville Rd., St. Peters, MO 63376. (109) 


HIGHLY DETAILED 
EPOXY 

COLORFUL BUCKLES 
$8.50 ea. 



U.S. FLAG 



U.S.A. #1 


(fits 1 to 1 %” belts) ^ 

Add $1.75 Postage & Ins. jjgpjjg 

PA residents 

add 6% sales tax. VNV-011 



VNV-002 


fl.G.B. DISTRIBUTORS 

125 Rock St., Hughestown, PA 18640 

I enclose __tor--— 

□ Brochure. SORRY NO C.O.D.s 
10 Day Money Back Guarantee 


Address 
City- 


1 

-I 

J 

I 



Or 


send $2.00 lor color brochure 
(deductable with 1st order) 




EXOTIC ELECTRONIC DEVICES (Lasers, Security and sur¬ 
veillance). Plans, kits and parts, catalog $2. F&P ENTER- 
PRISES, Box 51272, Palo Alto, CA 94303-C. (Ill) _ 

NEED ONE-TIME REMAIL SERVICE? We will forward your 
stamped letter for $1. No questions asked. Full remail service 
also available, send SASE for info. HELICON, Boc 4, Murrells 
Inlet, SC 29576. (110) _ 

DISARMAMENT IS SURRENDER— bumper sticker (& 
things). Send $2 contribution to — AMERICAN DEFENSE 
LEAGUE, 953 East Colorado Blvd., Suite 407, Pasadena, CA 
91106. (109)_ 

CHINA IS OPEN— Chinese Circle Boxing revealed. Powerful 
Influence. 50-page illustrated text. Send $4.95 to: SCOUT 
CAMPBELL, PO Box 16360, Philadelphia, PA 19114. (109) 

ASSAULT PISTOLS, Rifles and Submachine Guns—Author 
Duncan Long details modem military, police and civilian com¬ 
bat weapons in this practical guide. SVfex11, hardcover, photos, 
illus., appendices, 152 pp. Send $22.95 ppd to PALADIN 
PRESS, PO Box 1307-LSD, Boulder, CO 80306. (108) 


SURVIVAL 

KNIFE 


GUARANTEED 10 YEARS 



DISCOUNT SALE! For the outdoorsman. A knife, 
saw, hatchet, fish scaler and hammer. 
Rugged 9Vz" knife, 5" blade. 


LAMINATED 

leather handle. 

Rich leather belt 
sheath contains honing 
stone, leg ties. Imported 
IF BROKEN WITHIN 10 YEARS WE WILL REPUCE FREE! Use 
30 days, if not pleased return for refund. REGUURLY $14.95. 
NOW ONLY J7.95 PLUS $1.95 delivery. Send $9.90 today! 
MIDWEST KNIFE CO„ Depl. S-3211, 9043 S. Western Ave, 
Chicago, IL 60620. Mall orders only. Our 48th year. (312) 445-6166 
SPECIAL — 2 knives for $18.00 propald. 


BATTLESHIP BASEBALL CAPS— the same caps sold 
aboard US Navy Ships, navy blue with service gold direct 
embroidery—not patch or paste-on leters. USS IOWA BB-61, 
USS NEW JERSEY BB-62, USS MISSOURI BB-63, USS 
WISCONSIN BB-64, USS ARIZONA BB-39. Carriers available 
— USS AMERICA CV-66, USS CORAL SEA CV-43, USS 
SARATOGA CV-60, USS JOHN F. KENNEDY CV-67. $14 
each with scrambled eggs, $12 each without scrambled eggs, 
add $2.50 for shipping, California residents add 6%, allow six 
weeks for delivery. HAMPTON COMPANY, DepL B, PO Box 
1307, Tustin, CA 92681. (108) 


GOLD DOG TAGS 

Turn your treasured Dog 
Tags into a unique piece of 
fine jewelry. Finest quality 
24 karat electroplated for 
beautiful finish & durabili¬ 
ty. Makes a great gift! Only 
$19.95 each, two for 
$34.95. Exact duplicates 
$24.95, plus $3 p&h. We 
are offering a special price 
on a gold filled custom 
chain for only $23.95. Send tag(s) and check or money 
order to: Custom Electro Plating, Dept. F, P.0. Box 347, 
Dumont, N.J. 07620. Call (201) 304-7442 for volume 
discount. Write or call for Free Full Line Brochure. 



BADGES. Custom made — your specifications. Huge selec¬ 
tion. Giant catalog, $5 (refundable). CROWN, 878A Jackman, 
El Cajon, CA 92020. (108-2) 

KNIVES—SWORDS—SURVIVAL—HISTORIC weapons. 
Butterflies or folders 5” closed, boot knives with sheaths $18 
dozen, can be mixed. LEGAL switchblade kits $16 up. Many 
other weapons, all at unbeatable prices. Catalogs $2. DE 
INT1NIS, 107 Summit Ave., S.I., NY 10306. (108)_ 

“BOMB LYBIA” T-SHIRTS. Pu.riotic, tell how you feel. Silk- 
screen, send size. Money orders only. $10 plus $1.95 postage 
and handling. DOC COPELAND, PO Box 863, Mexla, TX 
76667. (108)_ 

RATTLE SNAKE BELT AND BUCKLE $109. No imports! US 
handcrafted, first quality! Include your waist size. Sizes 42 and 
up add $15. SIMONE’S, Box 3701, Daytona Beach, FL32018. 
Anteater to water buffalo, all legal exotics. We also make 
boots. Prices upon request, WRITE US. (108)_ 

CODES1 Codes used by the military. Send only $1 for three 
codes. SCORPION-X, 136 Denistoun St., Welland, Ontario 
Canada L3C 1B4. (108)_ 

"ULTRA-CONFIDENTIAL mail forwarding service in provin¬ 
cial mid-American town. FAST! Efficient! Privacy guaranteed! 
Details for SASE. L. JOHNSON, 3045 E. Grand, Springfield, 
MO 65804." (108) 


LOUISIANA PIROGUE: fiberglass boat kit built with your own 
hands, 13 ft. pirogue, easy to assemble, durable, excellent 
maneuverability and inexpensive. For more info, send $1 to: 
FIBRECRAFT INC., Rt. 1 Box 44, Madisonville, LA 70447. 
(108)_ 

BIORHYTHM: NATURE S RHYTHMS OF LIFE. Your mental, 
emotional, and physical powers have highs and lows. These 
can be calculated lor mission planning and future success. 
Send $10 to: BIOCOMP, PO Box 1008, North Bend, OR 97459 
for a description on biorhythms and 6 months future 
biorhythms for yourself. (100) 

IS IT TRUE you can buy Jeeps for $44 through the US Govern¬ 
ment? Get the facts today! Call (312) 742-1142, ext, 331-A. 
(109) 



Complete line of accessories—send Large SASE 
(two stamps) for prices and availability to: 

BUDDY HINTON 

Dept. SOF, 8411 Churchvilte 
Houston. Texas 77080 
Call ONLY after 6pm CST (713) 465-4292 


BEHIND THE LINES! Your classified ad in Military Exchange 
will find those hard to reach buyers, sellers, and traders of 
militarial THE MILITARY EXCHANGE, PO Box 693, Dept. 
SF-10, Boulder, CO 80306. (114-T/O)_ 

FIREWORKS, M-BO SALUTES, smoke, 100s of items. 4-day 
delivery. Low prices. Catalog $1. POB1881, Murfreesboro, TN 
37133. (108)_ 

RHODESIAN CAMOUFLAGE and metal unit badges. Abso¬ 
lutely genuine. PLUS original prints of military vehicles and 
uniforms. Authentic elephant hair bracelets $15. Send $1 for 
price list to COMMAND POST, 3025 Highway 31 South, 
Pelham, AL 35124. Phone (205) 663-5678. (108)_ 

NUTS! THE BATTLE OF BASTOGNE may be history, but a 
Military Exchange classified ad will grab those militaria collec¬ 
tors you want to reach today! THE MILITARY EXCHANGE, PO 
Box 693, Dept. SF-10, Boulder, CO 80306. (114-T/O) 

LAW BADGES AND PATCHES send $1 for list or $6 for 12 
monthly lists. BPEC, Dept. 1285, Box 444, Los Alamitos, CA 
90720. (112-lt)_ 

KNUCKS — Genuine brass paperweights. Not cheap alumi¬ 
num. $7 postpaid. Immediate shipment. MATTHEWS POLICE 
SUPPLY, PO Box 1754, Matthews, NC 28105. (108-tc) 

NEW CATALOG from the publishers of the ACTION LIBRA¬ 
RY! Get the best new books on martial arts, survival, weaponry 
and more! Send $1 to PALADIN PRESS, PO Box 1307-LPD, 
Boulder, CO 80306. (112)_ 

REFLECTIONS OF VIETNAM! What it means to have been 
there. Powerful non-fiction. The best article ever written for and 
about the Vietnam Veteran. Awesome reading! A keepsake in 
booklet form. RANGER PUBLICATIONS, PO Box 1355, Oma- 
ha, NE 68101. $5. (109)_ 

"MUSHROOMS CURE TERRORISM” (with picture of a 
Mushroom Cloud) bumper sticker. Send $3.50 to: BULLSTAR 
ENTERPRISES, PO Box 1822, Glendora. CA 91740. (108) 

RHODESIAN/SOUTH AFRICAN War/Hunting books un¬ 
obtainable in USA. Write: GALAGO PUBLISHING, PO Box 
404, Alberton 1450 SOUTH AFRICA. Free catalog. (110 R) 

FREE KUNG FU LESSONS. Guaranteed satisfaction. Send 
$1 for postage: McLISA, PO Box 1755, Dept. SF86-J, Honolu¬ 
lu, HI 96806. (110) 



“KHADAFY: WE DON'T NEED YOU!” Collector s edition of a 
novelty 45 rpm record. $2.50 postpaid. CANDLE RECORDS, 
Box 3042, Salisbury, MD 21801. (108)_ 

WE CAN NOT ADVERTISE HERE. For more information send 
$1 to: PO Box 420, Vauxhall, NJ 07088. (108)_ 

FREE ILLUSTRATED LIST. East German ID ,, Auswels" 
cards, Vietnamese, Rhodesian and foreign military award 
documents. Send SASE to EWING, Box 993, Montpelier, VT 
05602. (108)_ 

NAMES AND ADDRESSES Federally Licensed Firearms 
Dealers. Lists, mailing labels, computer tapes. We can supply 
2,000 to 3,000 plus names and addresses newly licensed 
dealers monthly. Over 225,000 total available. Always up-to- 
date. Free information. BASICS, Dept. C, 9411 Lee Highway, 
Fairfax, VA 22031. (108)_ 

BOOKS — MANUALS. All subjects - publishers. Discounted. 
Huge catalog - $1. CROWN, .878A Jackman, El Cajon, CA 
92020. (108-3) 
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LE MERCENAIRE1 Monthly Intelligence newsletter on terror¬ 
ism, communist subversion, covert operations. $15 year. $17 
overseas. Sample $2. LE MERCENAIRE, PO Box 507, 
Fredericktown, MO 63645. (117)_ 

FOR SALE. Genuine United States Armed Forces surplus 
clothing, individual equipment, packs, boots, survival gear, 
first-aid packets, etc. Send $1 for our latest catalog to STEVE 
J. PEDERGNANA JR., PO Box 1062, Oak Park, IL 60304. 
(108-It) 



BUSHPILOT WINGS 

S5.95 RHODIUM 

CATALOG WITH PURCHASE 
P.O. Box 20378 • Dallas, TX 75220 


AKINS’ AUTOBIOGRAPHY— Guns, guts, & glory mark the 
career of this Paratrooper, Border Patrolman, International 
Shooting Champion, Big Game Hunter and top gun writer. $25 
for autographed UNREPENTANT SINNER, $20.95 unin¬ 
scribed includes taxes, packaging, postage. Allow 4-6 weeks. 
Order from: TEJANO PUBLICATIONS, PO Box 1836-G, San 
Antonio, TX 78296. (108)_ 

BEST GUN DEALER KIT! Applications, instructions, “Guide," 
wholesalers, etc., $4 (refundable). ALLIED, Drawer 5070FN, 
Glendale, AZ 85312. (108-1)_ 

TOPOGRAPHIC MAPS of anyplace on earth I Thousands of 
big, colorful maps! Catalog $3 (refundable). ALLIED, Drawer 
5070-FD, Glendale, AZ 85312. (108-2)_ 

FRENCH CAMOUFLAGE UNIFORMS, current-issue F-1 
“Lizard” camo 4-pocket jacket & pants unissued $65, with 
matching cap $80. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 
MasterCard & VISA accepted! (108-5) 

VIETNAM MAPS, 15 war-era map set, $3.95. Patrol quads list 
$2 (refundable). Both $5. ALLIED, Drawer 5070FG, Glendale, 
AZ 85312. (108-3)_ 

BULLETPROOFING! "Make body armor, shirts," $2.95. "Bul¬ 
letproofing homes,” was, $2.95. “Bulletproof glass" plans. 
$1.95. All three $5.95! ALLIED, Drawer 5070FH, Glendale, AZ 
85312. (108-4)_ 

RHODESIAN CAMOUFLAGE UNIFORMS, excellent quality 
“BRUSH” pattern camo shirts $42, pants $47, boonle hats 
$20, field jackets $83. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 
MASTERCARD & VISA ACCEPTED! (108-6) 



PERSONAL 

SURVIVAL CATAL0G 


Survival books Self defense books 
Knives - Silent arms - Exotic weapons 
-FREE survival tips: Send $1.00 to 

DEFENSE CATALOG 
BOX 30309, DEPT. SF 
PHOENIX. AZ 85046 


WEAPON IDENTIFICATION KIT. Purchase this professional 
and dramatic photographic display of (7) common weapons. 
Invaluable as a tool for CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIONS, TRAIN¬ 
ING, and INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION. Each weapon is 
dramatically portrayed with three photos. Use same kit as 
professional law enforcement. Send $14.95 plus $1.95 post¬ 
age and handling to VISUAL IDENTIFICATION PRODUCTS, 
PO Box F-9,1500 W. Littleton Blvd., Littleton, CO 80120. (108) 

MINIATURE WIRELESS MICROPHONES! Top quality, abso¬ 
lute lowest prices! Use any FM receiver. Send $2 for catalog 
(refundable with order). FAILSAFE ELECTRONICS, 504 West 
24th Street, Suite 129, Austin, TX 78705. (108) _ 

THAI TIGER STRIPE JUNGLE SUITS, THE BEST!! As worn 
in “GREEN BERETS” 3-pocket shirts, 7-pocket pants. $68 per 
suit. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. MASTERCARD & 
VISA ACCEPTED! (108-1) _ 

CAPS, WITH MILITARY INSIGNIAS of Elite Fighting Forces, 
send SASE for illustrated folders. A&D PRODUCTS, Box 286- 
S086, Belair, MD 21014. (108) _ 

KHADAFY DOOR MATS, wipe your feet where you should. 
Also available: KHOMENI, HANOI JANE, TIP O’NEIL & PHIL 
DONAHUE. $14.95 plus $1.05 postage per order. DAVID 
POTTISH COMPANY, 32 W. Anapamu Street, Suite 188, San- 
ta Barbara, CA 93101, (108) _ 

TIGERSTRIPE CAMO BERETS, worn by Elite Units in Viet¬ 
nam $18, with SEAL crest $25, with Special Forces Crest $24. 
A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. (108-4) 


COMBAT GLASSES 


d y ' 1 


fits under gas & scuba mask 
accepts prescription lenses 

Frame w/prescrlptlon 
tenses: 


> _ 

Frame only: 

$24,95 ppd. ®i $49.95 P pd. 

1 •600-255’1382, Ext 85 /1710 S. HMade / Wichita, KS 67211 


RUSSIAN ARMY & KGB camo smocks, "RED DAWN” pat¬ 
tern with hood $50, matching pants $50, sky blue Paratrooper 
beret with ORIGINAL insignia $30, Paratrooper Badge $17. 
A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. MASTERCARD & 
VISA ACCEPTEDI (108-2)_ 

PRIVATE INVESTIGATION home study course. Free in¬ 
formation. CENTRAL INVESTIGATION, Box 1894A, Provo, 
UT 84603. (Ill-It)_ 

BUMPER STICKERS— “I DON’T BRAKE FOR COMMUN¬ 
ISTS," or ".. FOR TERRORISTS.” Can you see what faces 
us up the road ahead? If so, why not let everyone know you’re 
ready to do your part. Please send $3 for one or $5 for both to: 
M.l. ASSOCIATES, PO Box 6343, San Mateo, CA 94403. 
(109)_ 

RHODESIAN CAMO T-shirts, world famous "BRUSH PAT¬ 
TERN,” $17 ppd. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 
(108-3) 


VIET CONG 
HUNTING CLUB 

Original jacket patch sold and worn in 
Vietnam. Rare collectors item. Rush $a00 
plus 50* postage and handling to; 

DIRECTLINE, Dept VC 
P.O. Box 529 

Comstock Park, Ml 49321 


WEAPONS MANUALS and USA/Soviet military and survival 
manuals (THE “GOOD” ONES) $3 (refundable). ALLIED, 
Drawer 5070-FT, Glendale. AZ 85312. (108-5) _ 

AGENT ORANGE MAP — FREE to Vietnam Vets. Send 
SASE. ALLIED, Drawer 5070FP, Glendale, AZ 85312. (108-7) 

SPY GUIDE! Area Intelligence gathering manual. Evaluate 
attack/defense potentials! $6. ALLIED, Drawer 5070-FS, 
Phoenix, AZ 85312. (108-8) _ 

SOLDIER’S HANDBOOK by Col. Anthony Herbert. Book 
number 290 of only 500 highly sought after autographed 
copies with anti-photocopying ink; with original registration 
card in excellent condition. $2,000 OBO. YANCEY, PO Box 
2549, Malibu, CA 90265. (108) _ 

THE INVICTA — A MODERN CROSSBOW. The complete 
book on how-to make your own. 107 pages, $14.95. HOW-2, 
THE HOW-TO CENTER, PO Box 103, West Islip, NY 11795. 
(108) _ 

BRITISH MILITARY SUPPLY, large selection of uniforms, 
equipment, insignia & berets available. List $1. B.M.S., Box 
21606, Denver, CO 80221. (108-8) 
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• OPERATION GAME WARDEN 

During the mid-1960s the U.S. Navy 
was tasked with controlling the 
waterways and restricting Viet Cong 
movement in the heavily populated 
Mekong Delta region of Vietnam. 
With 4,000 miles of inland waterways 
and rice paddies the Brown Water 
Navy was under tough constraints. 
But with PBRs (patrol boat, river) and 
PACVs (patrol air cushion vehicle) 
prowling the shallow waters at high 
rates of speed, it was easy. They 
earned a well-deserved place in 
Navy history. 

• THE OTHER PRISONERS — Be 

sure to read J.T. MacAlister’s study 
of the forgotten few: foreign service¬ 
men, private citizens and journalists 
missing in action during the Vietnam 
War. Are they dead, or still being held 
prisoner? 

• AT THE FRONT IN LEBANON — 

SOF Senior Editor Dale Andrade 
went where the action is and brings 
you this report from the "Green Line” 
— Beirut’s deadly divider between 
Christians and Muslims. Is the war 
stalemated? Daily artillery and sniper 
fire say no. SOF puts you where the 


fighting’s the hottest. 

• HOLDING THE LINE IN KOREA 

— It takes a special breed of soldier 
to keep the peace along the DMZ 
dividing the Land of the Morning 
Calm. SOF goes to the towering 
mountains along the "Z” to find out 
what makes the men of the 7162nd 
(Baek Doo San) Mountain Infantry 
unit the best of the best. 

• WEAPONS AND INTEL — SOF 
Technical Editor Peter Kokalis aims 
his sights at the Caspian .45 Auto 
and Ruger’s XGI rifle. Do they de¬ 
serve a place in your armory? Kokalis 
will tell you in his uncompromising 
test evaluations. 

• STAND IN THE DOOR! — Every 
month, Soldier of Fortune takes you 
where others fear to tread. Whether 
it’s our unsurpassed combat report¬ 
ing, T&Es of the latest military hard¬ 
ware, in-the-field looks at the world’s 
finest fighting units or unraveling the 
latest intelligence coups, SOF gives 
you the best coverage you’ll find"any- 
where. We’ve been hitting the 
beaches for 10 years, and the mis¬ 
sion’s just begun. 

• ON SALE 7 OCTOBER 1986 
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ORDER TOLL FREE 1 -800-545-0933 — CALL MON- SAT; 9:00-7:00 (Mountain Tima) 







COUP?R&Wrt WHY? 


GUARANTEED, GENUINE WARMTH CAN BE 
ON ITS WAY IN LESS THAN 24 HOURS* 


USAF Flight Jacket 


Functionality 

Pi 


□ USAF Heavyweight Flight Jacket-Type N2B 


DESIGNED FOR TEMPERATURES OF -10° TO 32° F. 


These flight jackets are 
issued to military fliers and 
are designated Type MAI lor 
MV Intermediate Cold (This 
PJ means that it is the medium 
1 weight jacket, desqned for 
I comfort in a temperature zone 
| of about 20 ° to 55 °F) Look 
I for the military designation, 

’ sizes and stock numbers 


inside the left pocket The 
r outer shell and lining are 1007. 

nylon making the jacket com 
pletely wind and waterproof. The 
interlining is 100*/. polyester fibertill for 
the highest degree of warmth per ounce This jacket is reversible; outsde 
in your choice of either sage green or blue and the inside is surviva 
orange It features two hip pockets outside as well as insrte, sewn pen 
and pencil holders plus zippered easy access storage pocket in the left 
sieeve This a snappy, convenient, warm, fully lunctional jacket and it 
happens to be the latest fashion trend 

Specify: 

■ Sage Green or Blue Shell - Hegular Length Only. 

Sizes. XS. S. M, L. XL $46.75.each. 

r Black (nylon shell) or Camouflage (50% cotton/50% nylon 
shell) - Hegular Length Only. 

Sizes: XS, S. M, L. XL $48.75'each. 

fJtW rtf // Long Lengths in Flight Jackets - 

fagjgj □ Add SB-00 per jacket. 

□ Special Forces Green Beret - Jaunty and 

daring and classy — like the professional’s who wear them These are 
oMctal regutatton bants of 100% vat dyed wool and meeting ail miii 
tary specs Made expressly tor us by the prime 

_ 11 II govern ment contractor Also available 

(TpUI Official headgear tor 

KB I Attorn Quirted (Maroon) 

W J1 Ranger Commandos (Black) 

Artllery & Guardian Angels (Red) 
Commando Dress (Camouflage) 

''»1 W Sizes-6 7/8 to 7% 

(Not sure of head size? Tell us how many inches around your head where 
you wear your hat We'll send the right one ) 513.75/eich 

□ Angle Head Flashlite—_ JJJJJT^) 

This is the heavy duly t *i a WHKi a l*lt 
plastic flashlight issued to all military units fffgjgu 

The flashlight is waterproof non-glare and features 4 
different lenses which can be easily installed or j O j ■ 
removed It can clip onto the belt or suspender for f[ U Ifjn 
hands tree operation, operates on 2 standard D cell /yjjjTJj 
batteries and comes complete with a spare bulb 
Brand new sold m the Gl box 

Choose: ^7^ 

Olive Drab (OD) green or black . . $6.50/each. 


I Polyester Fiterfi 


Lining - (Maximum 


Warmth Per Ounce) 


■ Nylon Shell 


(Waterproof & 


Windproof) 


n-W'JSTkSws.#* 

J\\ the items a nd uncondi 

mdiW 'issue-“ a d * ( , stv you o' V0“' 
tton* you 

domeP'>« sseemh ' 9 


(drapes over snoulde 


when not needed) 


■ Flap Under Zipper 
to Prevent 


Cold Spots 


■ Zippered 
Sleeve Pocket 


Sage Green 


□ Field Jacket - Type M65 

In one form or another, this jacket has 
been the military workhorse for over 40 
years and is still going strong. 

The field jacket is designed for 3 season wear 
In winter you can button in the liner (see below) 
or wear a vest or heavy sweater under it 

■ Lightweight Hood 

Concealed in Collar- 

■ Epaulets 

■ Gussetted Back ) 

lor Freedom ot t/i 

Movement-> WeL 

■ 4 Huge m] J ss^ljy 

■ Outershel| NXX '; 1 

of 50% Cotton/ ( 

Water & Wind 


I Drawstring Waistband 


j Watch Cap - 
100% Wool- 

I Tight Ribbed Weave 
I Roll Down to Cover Ears 
When Desired 
I One Size Fits 

Choose Color - M/7 T 7 i ‘ 
Black or Olive 
Orab (00) Green 

$6.00.each. r® ^ 

Sizes: XS, S. M. L, XL 
(Send us your chest g 

stze for proper fit) 

Long Length (for per¬ 
son over 6 ft tall) 

Choose: Olive Orab 
(00) Green or Wood¬ 
land Camouflage 
(Also Black or Tan 
Commercial Mft. to Gl 1 

I Specs. - Reg. Length 

Only) 

J Reg Length $55.00 -| 

5 Long Length $60.50 f 

Extra Large/ c 

Long $85:00 f 


$87.75/each. 





□ Commando Sweater 


I B Tight Weave 
Makes Sweater 
Wind & Water 
Repeliant 


This is the famous |l]||ll[[TIll-cr^ 

>0 British Commal- II |. .. 

, n do Sweater (Wooly | M i ffl 
K> Polly) adopted by B ; I \M/mP "pi 
the US Military. The 

natural 100% wool fibre content makes the sweater super warm. 

Specify size: 

34 .36,38, 40 ,42,44,46 $47.75/each. 

Choose: H Olive Drab (OD) Green Crew neck (USMC ap¬ 
proved); n Black V-Neck with epaulets and name plate area 
on breast (US Army approved); "i BlackCrewneck (no epau¬ 
lets or nameplate area); n Camouflage Crewneck; ~ Tan 
Crewneck; n Maroon Crewneck. i 

□ Commando Sweater - Commercially 1 

made - patterned after the Gl ones, these are commercially 1 
made in easy care 100% acrylic Although they are copies, they are | 
constructed surprisingly true to the all wool ones, complete with 
sleeve and shoulder patches Choose between: Olive Drab (OD) ' 
Green or Black. Specify Size: S, M. L. XL $22.75/each, i 


I Black Commando Dog Tag Set - (A Kaufman’s Ex¬ 
clusive): 2 Gl stainless steel tags specially treated to be non-glare flat 
black plus 2 black (4” and 24 ”) ball chains.$5.00/sst 


! IRegulationGI DogTags-©3325533)^ 

set of 2 stainless steel fags and 2 stainless , /fSSSS* 
chains (4 and 24 i $3.00/each 


□ M65 Liner - designed to be buttoned into the M65 Field Jacket, 
these liners are lightweight, polyester-fiberlilled. and very warm Order same 
size as your field |ackel Sizes: XS, S, M, L, XL $19.00/each. 

□ Ranger Combat Cap-Woodland 

Camouflage —latest Army issue, 

This wmterweight cap features lined flaps which 
can fold out to keep your ears warm and tuck into 
the hat when the weather's balmy. Sizes run small. v CJSZZy 

Also available In Olive Drab (OD) Green. v | airy 

Sizes 7.7-1.4.7-1/2. 7-3/4 $8.50/each. wrttSffBSBiy I 


i/ant us to print them? WE LL PRINT ANY . 

HING up to 6 lines and 15 spaces per line 

Printing only $1.50 per tag ($3.0D/set). 


PLEASE. NO DOG TAG IMPRINTING ORDERS BY TELEPHONE. 


□Dog Tag Silencers - black non glare rubber bumper 'm 

lags $1.25/pair. 


WHEN IN NEW YORK CITY VISIT OUR 
ORIGINAL STORE AT319 W.42ND ST., 
W NEAR TIMES SQUARE. W 

^ (PRICES MAY VARY AT NYC STORE) ^ 


•All In-Stock Items 
Shipped Within 24 Hours. 

Satisfaction Guaranteed 
or Your Money Back. 

ORDER toll FREE 1 


:□ Drill Instructor/Smokeythe 

•* Bear Hat —Formally called the Campaign Hat 
this is a really fine qualify pressed felt headpiece 
A hat with character No one who wears it 
escapes a personality change An uncon- < 
trollable urge to shout orders or heap abuses, 
pursue flamers or write traffic tickets Let your true 
or wistful self be heard Sizes 6-7 8 To 7-3 4 $19.75/each. 

□ Genuine Leather Chin Strap $2 00 /each. 

□ Acorn Hat Cord (as shown) $7.75/each. 

(Specify color silver, gold metallic, black gold, metallic, yellow, red or 
light blue) 


IMMEDIATE SHIPMENT 


SHIPPING COSTS 

Please mc’ude appropriate shipping costs from chart below wit 
each order Amounts shown include costs ot postage packaging 
insurance and handling 

Orders up lo SI 0 00 S3 00 

Orders from SI0 01 to 20 00 3 75 

Orders from S20 01 to 35 00 4 50 

Orders from $35 01 to 50 00 5 25 

Orders from $50 01 to 70 00 6 25 

Orders from S70 01 to 90.00 7 25 

Orders over $90 00 8 00 

Canadian Orders-Send Double Amount Indicated. 


For over 65 years the Kaufman name has been respected for offer¬ 
ing the finest in genuine military goods and insignia Our commit¬ 
ment to first rate service is legendary Our service policy means 
J • All in stock items are shipped no later than the next business 
i day regardless of whether you pay by check, money order credit 

| card or COD (There isaCOD fee of S4 00 in addition to the 

| regular shipping) 

• Toll free telephone lines direct to our Customer Service Depart¬ 
ment Well not only be glad to take your orders (every firm with 
an 80D number will do that) but we ll also be happy to answer 
your questions Whether you're calling to ask about our mer¬ 
chandise or the status of an order you placed, we guarantee 
friendly, courteous service 

No. were not the cheapest But you get whal you pay for If you 
order the cheapest you may wait a long time for delivery of some¬ 
thing you may ultimately be unhappy with If you order from Kauf¬ 
man's you’fl see why top quality merchandise and first rate service 
(with a Customer Service Department always available) will squeeze 
the most value out of every dollar you spend 


800-545-0933 — CALL MON-SAT; 9:00-7:00 (Mountain Tima) 


ORDER TOLL FREE 1-800-545-0933 — CALL MON- SAT; 9:00-7:00 (Mountain Time) 
































SOLDIER 


£3 YES? Send me one year 1 .12 
issues) of Soldier of Fortune 
for $24,95 I save 30% 

Q l prefer two years (24 issues) 
for only :$a4 95 — | save 37% 

Savings based on annual newsstand rate 
of S3& • . 

NAME 


ADDRESS 
CfTY_ 


.STATE 


□ PAYMENT ENCLOSED |U.S. FUNDS ONLY) 

□ MASTERCARD 


. SUP. DATE- 


CARD# 

SignFtfwrtr - 

Pa.yfn4ftlf-rAji^fs-* wir«« iorymir i=rnl crmo lo 
be mailed. (Otter good In O.S4 Mexico & Canada dnlyO 

Offer expires 6/30/S7 


CARIBBEAN 

Sea 


souoro ■■ NICARAGUA 


• '...■ HUEVA ' 


ZIP 


BS 


PACIFIC 

OCEAN 


*CONTRA ATTACKS "J 

A CONTRA CAMPS ■ COSTA RICA 
JlfcMINEEXPLOSION ' (J\, 














• Tough Customers 

Dillon Precision has sold over 50,000 pro¬ 
gressive reloaders, most of them to average 
shooters and darn nice guys. Some of our cus¬ 
tomers however are pretty damn tough. We 
can’t give you all the details but we can tell 
you this. Dillon progressive reloaders are in 
use by members of the U.S. Special Forces, 
the U.S. Seal Team in Norfolk, VA, the IS¬ 
RAELI MILITARY INDUSTRIES and the Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police. Agents from the 
U.S. Secret Service stuff Dillon loaded 9 mm’s 
into their UZI’s. Swat teams around the world 
prepare their special ammunition on Dillon re¬ 
loaders. Governments in Thailand, Equador 
and the Philippines protect their leaders with 
Dillon ammo. Rumor has it that Dillon loaded 
ammunition went ashore in Grenada. Hell, 
even Rambo’s blanks were loaded on a Dillon. 
Wherever there is need for special purpose 
ammunition that absolutely must not fail — Dil¬ 
lon is there. 

• The New Dillon RL550 

Based on the RL450, the best selling pro¬ 
gressive reloader in history, the new RL550 
fills the demands of the worlds toughest cus¬ 
tomers. The new automatic powder and primer 
systems, combined with interchangeable die 
holding tool heads, make the Dillon RL550 
incredibly simple for a beginner, as well as 
quickly producing match grade ammo for the 
professional. The Dillon RL550 is available in 
over 115 different rifle and pistol calibers. 
Priced at $234.95, the Dillon RL550 is com¬ 
plete to load one caliber, less dies. 

• Your Choice 

There are less expensive reloaders than the 
RL550 and the choice of the worlds toughest 
customers may be more reloader than you 
need, but before you put your money down 
consider this. Out of all of the claims and prom¬ 
ises for performance, only Dillon will let you try 
the RL550 for 30 days. If it doesn’t live up to 
our claims or your expectations return it, we’ll 
refund your money including postage.’ Our 
warranty is simple, no fine print, no time limit, 
no games. Commercial reloader or weekend 
warrior, 500 rounds or 500,000 —^ if it breaks 
we’ll fix it, free. 



O Dillon Progressive Reloading Die 
Sets 

Dillon’s tapered carbide sizing die guaran¬ 
tees that your bullets will always be tight. Our 
super seating dies have a large “open radius” 
entrance. Starting bullets has never been eas¬ 
ier. Accu-crimping takes the mystery out of 
how much crimp is enough. $39.95 in 38/357, 
45 ACP, 9MM and 44 Mag. 



• You Can’t Do Without Em % \ 

DiWon’s H\gh Quality Alloy Primer Flip Tray 
_ r \ rh 



Precision Primer Pick Up Tubes — 4 for 
$10.00 

Dillon Caliber Conversion Kits — $23.00 
RL550 Interchangeable Die Holders — 3 for 
$25.00 



• Dillon Electric Case Trimmer 

Case trimming has always been the most 
unpleasant part of reloading. The RT1200 
takes the work out by simultaneously sizing 
and trimming cases. Available in 223, 308 or 
30/06. $98.50. 



r. 

• Dillon Super Swage 600 

Until now, re-using military brass with its 
primped in primers has been a slow and un¬ 
certain task. The Dillon solution is a remark¬ 
ably simple device that allows you to swage 
the primer pocket with speed and ease. $39.95 
complete for large and small primers. 



• Urban Camouflage 

Blend into the firing line at your local range 
in Dillon blue. Caps $4.50, Tee Shirts $6.50, 
Golf Shirts $18.50, Shooters’ Jackets $34.95. 


• Order Now 

All Dillon products are sold factory di¬ 
rect and backed by a simple sales policy. 
Try our products for 30 days; if you are 
not completely satisfied, simply return for 
a full refund. Ordering from Dillon Preci¬ 
sion is simple. Call us TOLL FREE. A 
member of our staff will be glad to take 
your order. Please have your Visa or 
Master Card ready when you call. If you 
prefer, we will ship C.O.D. cash with no 
extra C.O.D. charge. All RL550 presses 
are shipped freight paid within the contin¬ 
ental U.S. All other orders are subject to a 
$4.00 shipping/handling fee. Call Toll Free 
1 -800-421 -7632. In Arizona 602-948-8009. 



illon 


recision 

Products. Inc. 

7442 E. Butherus Drive 
Scottsdale, Az 85260 


TOLL FREE 
1-800-421-7632 










